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Decision 98-08-019 August 6, 1998 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 111E STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Applic~tion of the Cit), of Sacranlento for an order 
authonzing the c()nstruclion ora crossing at 
separated grades ofthe Union Pacific Railroad at 
Mile Post 90.34, Martinez Subdi,;sion, in the City 
ofSacram{'nto. 

OPINION 

Application 98-06-012 
(Filed June II, 1998) 

(Amended June 16, 1998) 

As part of the 19lJ.n.OI'A Street Bikeway Project, the City ofSacran\ento (City) requests 

authority to constmct the 19"'120~ Str~et Bikeway (Class I) at separated grades, beneath the A

tinc and 4-1ine tracks of the Union Pacific Railroad (UP), in said City. C6unty ofSacranlento. 

The proposed project consists ofconstructing a Class I bicycle path from the existing 

bicycle bridge across the Anierlcan River just south of the levee, southerly to C Street. The 

purpose of this project is to pio~ide improwd bicycle access to and from the Central City area 

and the North Sacramento area_ The atignn\ent crosse.s the UP A-line at milepost 90.34, and 4-

line at milepost 139.34. A sketch oflhe project site is set torth as Appendix A. 

TOlallength of the proposed bicycle path is 2.600 feet Typic~1 (.fOSS section of the path 

consists ora 12 foot "ide paved riding surface ,,;lh 2 to 3 foot graded shoulders_ Proposed 

vertical clearances are as follows: 10 feel beneath the A-line, ) 1.5 feet beneath the 4-Jine. A 

sketch of each cross seclion is set forth as Appendice.s Band C. 

City is the lead agency for thts project under the California Environmental Quality Act ot 

i970 (CEQA), as amended, Public Re.sources Code 2)000, et. seq. After preparation and re'1ew 

ot';mlnilial Study, Ci1y issued a Negatlve Declaration for the 19tt-12011\ Street Bikeway Proj~t. 

On June 23. 1998. City filed a Nctice of Determination with the CQunty Clerk of Sacramento 
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County and the State Clearinghouse which slates that "the proj«-l ,,;11 not have a significant efl~t 

on the environment. [and) mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of the 

proje(t.·· 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project under CEQA and has re,;ewed 

and considered the lead agency's Initial Study. Negative Dedaration. and Notice of 

Determination. 

The site of the proposed project has been inspe(ted by the Conunission's Rail Safety and 

Carriers Division Traffic Engineering stalr The stafl'examined the need fot and safety of the 

proposed crossings and recommends. ~hQt tho sot'ghl authority be granted. City has expressed the 

desire to commence tonstruc.tion althe earlie.st possible date. therefore, the 30-day effecth'e date 

on the Nder should be waived. 

Application 98·06·012 meets the filing requirements of the Commission's Rules of' 

Practice and Procedure. including Rule 38 , .. ;hich relates to the construction ora public highway 

across a railroad. One amendment to the application was filed Qn June 16, 1998. and published in 

the Commission's Daily Calendat on June ~4. 1998. 

In Resolution ALJ 176·~')95 dated June 16, 1998. the Commission prellminarily 

categorized this application as ratesetting, and preliminarily determined that hearings were not 

necessary. No protests have been received. The Commissionts Rail Safety and Carriers Division 

reCommends that this application be granted. Given these de\·e1opments. public hearing is not 

necessary, and it is not nece.ssary to alter the preliminary detenninations made in Resolution ALl 

176-2995. 

Findings of Fact 

l. Notice of the application was published in the Commission's Daily Calendar on June 

1 S. 1998. One amendn\ent was filed. No protests ha\·e been filed. 

2. City requests aUlhority, under Public Utilities Code S<x:tions 1201 - 1205, to t.onstruct 

the 19t11120tl. Street Bikeway at separated grades, beneath the A-line and 4·line tracks of UP in 

Sacramento County. 

3. Public convenience and necessity require the construction of 19"'120'" Street Bikeway 

grade separations. 

4. City is the lead agency tor this project under CEQA, as amended. 
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5. The Commission is a responsible agency for this projeC't and has (e\;ewed and 

considered the lead agency's Initial Study, Negative D~laration. and Notice of Determination. 

6. The proj«t "ill not have a significant em."'t on the em;ronment. Mitigation measures 

were made a condition of approval. 

Conclusions of Law 

I. The applic.1tion is un¢onte;tro and a public hearing is not necessary. 

2. The application should be granted as set forth in the follo\\ing order. 

ORDER 

rt IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of Sacramento (City) is authorized to construct the 19t1o/20tJr. Street Bikeway 

at separated grades. beneath the A·line and 4-line tracks of the Union Pacific Railroad (UP). in 

said City, County o('Sacramento.at the location and substantially as shown on the plans anached 

to the applic.1tion. to be identified as Crossings ()()IA·90.34·BD and 004 .. 139.34.SCD. 

respect ivcly. 

i. Clearances shall be tn accordance General Order (GO) 26-D. 

3. \Valkways shan confoml to GO ) 18. Walkwa)'s adjacent to any trackage subjett to rail 

operations shan be rnaintained free of obstructions and shan be promptly restored to their original 

condition in the event of damage during construction. 

4. Construction alid maintenance costs shan be bome in accordance \'lith an agreement to 

be entered into between the parties. Shou1d the parties fail to agree. the Commission \\,111 

apportion the costs of'construclion and maintenance by further order. 

5. Construction plans of the proposed crossing, approved by UP, together ,\ith a copy of 

the agreement enlered info between the parties. shaH be filed by City with the Commission's RaiJ 

Safety and Carriers Division (RSAC) prior to cornmencingconslmction. 

6. \Vithh, thirty (30) days after completion of the work under this order, City shall ad\;se 

RSAC in writing that the authorized work has been (ompleted. 
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7. This authorization shall expire ifnol exercised \,ithin three (3) )'e~rs unless time is 

extended or iflhe above conditions are not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or 

modified ifpublic convenience, ne<tssity, or safelY so require. 

S. This applic.ation is granted as set forth ab6ve. 

9. Applic.ation9S·06-012 is closed. 

This order boco}lles effective today. 

Dated August 6. 1998. at San Francisco, California. 

RICHARD A. BILAS 

President 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
. . 

JESSIE 1. KNfGHi. JR. 

HENRY ~1. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 
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