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DtXision 98·09·011 September 3, 1998 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STArE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~1ancr of the Application of Sharaf E. 
Nosur, Ibr(lhim N. Abdrahn\an and Burhan ~1. 
Burhan, doing bUsiness as Travelers Shutt1e 
Express, fot authority to operate as a passenger 
stage corporation between points in San 
Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, Santa Clara 
and San Mateo Counties and the San Francisco, 
Oakland and San Jose International Airports, and 
to establish a Zone of Rate Frcedonl. 

OPINION 

Summary 

'~GmJ[g]"[8~i., 
Applicatio1197-08-035 

(Filed Augustl4, 1997) 

Sharaf E. Nosur, Ibrahhn N. Abdrahman and Burhan 1\1. Burhan 

(appJicant), a partnership, doing business as Travelers Shuttle Express, request 

authority under Public Utilities (PU) Code § 1031 et seq. to estabJish and oper<lte 

a passenger stage corporation to tr(lnsport passengers and their baggage between 

points in the Counties of San Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, Santa Clara, and 

San ~1atro, on the one hand, and San Francisco (SFO), Oakland (OAK) and 

San Jose (SJC) International Airports, on the other hand, and to establish a Zone 

of Rate Freedon\ (ZORF) pursuant to PU Code § 454.2. 

DiscussIon 
Applicant originally proposed to operate an on-call door-to·door 

passenger stage service 24·hours per day, 7 days per week, between 

approximately 216 service points, as shown in Exhibit C of the appHcation. After 
. , 

discuSsions with staff regarding the scope of auth()rity~ applicant amended the 

application b}' letter of Jul}' 13, 1998, deleting Santa Clara County as a service 
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A.97·0S-035 AI.J/KtK/j\'., 

ar~" and reducing the number of sCl\'icc pOints to 156. The equipment for the 

proposed s~rvicc will initiall}' consist of three vehicles that will include a 1989 

fivc·passcnger Dodge sedan, a 1990 five-passenger Chevrolet sedan and a seven­

passenger Dodge \'an. These vchicles are presently utilized in the applicant's 

charter- party operations, TCP-I09s7-P. Applicant indicates that additional 

equipn'lent will be obtained as needed after the authority is granted to rl'lcet the 

public's requirements. 

Exhibit E, is the unaudited Balance Sheet as of December 31, 1996, that 

discloses: c(1sh on hand, $17,000; fixhucs and equipn\ent" $SpiO; investl'nents 

(gold), $36,500; vehides,$88/2OO; radios, $3/600; or total assets of $153/620. There 

is no provision for depreciation. Liabilities consist of accounts payable, $2/000, 

and notes payable, $27,500. Net worth is $124,120. 

Applicant also requests authority to establish a ZORF of: (1) $8 above and 

below any proposed fares that are less than $21 and (2) $12 above and below any 

proposed (ares that are $21 or higher as shown in Exhibit C. The staff is of the 

opinion that the establishn\ent of the ZORF is fair and reasonable. 

Applicant will compete with other passenger stage corporations, taxi c(lbs, 

limousines, buses, and automobiles in its service area. 

Notice of filing of the application appeared in the Commission's D~'il}' 

Calendar on August 21, 1997. No protest has been received. The applicant 

notified the a(fected airports and dties. The staff recommends that the 

application be granted. 

Findings of Fact 
1. Applicant requests authority, as cuilended by letter of July 13, 1998, to 

operate an on-cal) passenger stage corporation ~etween points in the Counties of 

San Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, and San Matco, on the one hand, and 

SFO, OAK and SjC International Airports on the other hand. 
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2. Public convenience and n('("essity require the proposed service. 

3. App1ic(lnt requests authority to eSltlblish a ZORF of $8 abo\'e and below 

any proposed (,ues less than $2J, and $12 above and bdow any proposed farcs 

$21 Qf higher, as shown in Exhibit C. lhe ZORF is fair and reasonable. 

4. App1i(\lnt will con\petc with passenger stage corpor(ltions, taxi cabs, 

Iin\Ousines, buses, and auton'lobiles in his operations. 

5. No protests to the appJi(\\tion haVc been filed. 

6. A public hearing is not necessary. 

7. It can be seCn with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in 

question n'lay have a significanteflect on the cnvironn\ent. 

Conclusions of Law 
1. The applic(ltion should be granted. 

2. Public convenience and rlcC('ssit)' have been demonstrated and the 

application should be granted. 

3. The request (or the ZORF should be granted. 

4. Before applicant changes any fares under the ZORF authorized below, 

applicant shall give this Comn\issioll at least 10 days' notice. 

5. The filing of ZORF (ares shOUld be shown in the tariff indicating the high 

and low ends of the ZORF between each pair of service points, and the then 

currently effective fare. 

6. Since the nlatter is uncontested, the decision should be effective on the date 

it is signed. 

Only the amount paid to the State fot operative rights may be used in rate 

fixing. The State may grant any number of rights and nlay cancel or modify the 

monopoly feature of these rights at any time. 

-3-



1\.97·08-035 AlJlKlK/j\'a 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED thai: 

1. A cerlificate of public convcnience and l\CCessity is gr\lntcd to Sharaf E. 

Nosur, Ibr.(lhim N. Abdrahn',1I1, and Burhan ~1. Burhan, (applicant), a 

partnership, authorizitlg then\ to operate as a passenger stage corporation, as 

defined in Public Utilities (PU) Code § 226, to transport persons and their' 

baggage, between the points and over the route set forth in Appendix PSC-I0987 

subject to the conditions contained in the following paragraphs. 

2. Applicant shall: 

a. File a written acceptance of this certificate within 30 days 
after this order is effective. 

b. Est(lblish the authorized service and file tariffs and 
timetables within 120 days after this ordcris effective. 

c. State in the tariffs and timetables When service \vill start; 
allow at least 10 days' notice to the Commission; and 
make timetables and tariffs effective 10 or more days after 
this order is effective. 

d. Comply \\'ith General Orders Series 101, 104, and 158, 
and the California Highway Patrol (CHP) safety niles. 

e. Comply with the controlled substance" and alcohol testing 
certification progran\ pursuant to PU Code § 1032.1 and 
Gener(ll Order Series 158. 

f. l\'fainttlin a('counting records in confonllity with the 
Uniforn\Systen\ of Accounts. 

g. Remit to the COn\nlission the Transportation 
Reimbursement Fee required by PU Code § 403 when 
notified h}' n,aUto do so. 

h. Con'ply with PU Code §§ 460.7 and 10-13, relating to the 
\\'orkers' Con'lpensation laws of this state. 

i. Enroll all drivers in the pull notice systenl as required by 
Se<tion 1808.1 of the Vehicle Code. 
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3. Applk\lnt is authoriz('(i under PU Code § 45-1.2 to est,lbJish a Zone of Rate 

Freedom (ZORF) of $8 abov~ and below its proposed fares that arc lower than 

$21 and $12 above and below its proposed fares that arc $21 or higher, as shown 

in Exhibit C, att(lched to the application. 

4. AppJiC(lnt shall file a ZORF tariff in accordance with the application on not 

less than 10 days' notice to the Con\n\ission and to the public, subject to 

Con\missiOn approval. The ZORF shall expire unless exercised within 120 days 

after the effective dale of this order. 

5. Applicant Illa}, lllake changes within the ZORF by filing amended tariffs on 

not less than 10 days' notice to the Col'nn\ission and to the public. The tariff shall 

include the authorized rllaximUM and minimum fares between each pair of 

service points and the lar~ to be charged. 

6. In addition to posting and filing tariffs, applicant shall post notices 

{'xplaining late changes in its teflllinals and passcnger-c<urying vchides. Such 

notices shall be posted at least 5 days beiore the effective date of the fare changes 

and shalll'e~lail\ pOsted for at least 30 d"ys. 

7. Before beginning service to any airport, applicant shall notify the airport's 

governing body. ApllJicaI\t shall not operate into or on airport property tanless 

such operatiolls are also authorized by the airport's governing body .. 

8. Applicant is authorized to begin ope'rations on the date that the Rail Safety 

and Carriers Division ")ails a notice to applicant that its evidence of insurance 

and other do<:uments required b}' Ordering Paragraph 2 have been filed with the 

Com.mission and that the CHI.> has approved the use of applicant's vehicles for 

service. 

9. The certific~lte of public (OIlVCllience and necessit}' to operate as a 

passenger stage corporation (PSC-I0987), granted herein, expires, unless 

exercised within 120 days after the e((eclive date o( this order. 
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10. The Application, as amended by letter of July 13, 1998, is gr,'mtcd as set 

forth abo,'(\ 

11. This proceeding is dosed. 

This order is c(icdivc today. 

Dated September 3, 1998, at San Francisco, California. 

RICHARD A_. BILAS . 
. President' 

. P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 
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App('ndix PSC>10987 Shar"r E. Nosur, Original Title Page 
Ibrahim N. Abdrahman, ilnd Burhan M. Bui-han 

(a partnership) 

CERTIFICATE 
, , ' 

OF 

PUBLIC CONVENJENCE AND NECESSITY 

AS A PASSENGER STAGE CORPoRATION 

PSC-t0987 

Showing passenger stage operative rights, restrictions, limitations, exceptions, and 
privileges. 

AU changes'and amendtnents as authorized by 
the Public UtilitieS COn\miSsion of the State of California 
will be made as revised pages or added original pages. 

Issued under authority of Decision 98-09-011, dated September 3,1998, of the Public 

Utilities Commission of the State of California in Application 97-08-035. 
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Appendix psc. 10987 Sharaf E. NOS\lr, Original P~lge 1 
Ibr~lhim N. Abdrahman, and Burhan M. Burhan 

(a partnership) 

INDEX 

SECTION I. GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, 
LIMITATIONS, AND SPECIfiCATIONS ......................................... 2 

SECTION II. SERVICE" AREA ................................................................ ~ .............. 3 

SECTION III. ROUTH DESCRIPTION .................................................................... 3 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision 9S-09-011, Application 97-08-035. 
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Appendix PSC-I09S7 Shar"r E. Nosur, Original r.lge 2 
Ibrahim N. Abdrahnlan, and Burhan M. Burhan 

(a partnership) 

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS, 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

Sharaf H. Nosur, IbrahiIl\ N. Abdrahnl<ln, and Burhan M. Bt'rhan, a 

partnership, b)' the certificate of public con\'enience and necessity granted by the 

decision notNt in the foot of the margin, are authorizN to transport passengers and 

thl'ir baggage on an "on-call" basis, betw('('n points and pJaces as dl'Stribed in 

Se<tion HA, <'nd the airports described in Section UB, o\'er and atong the rO\.lle 

described in Se<:tion III, subj«l, howcver, to the authorit}· 01 this Commission to 
changc or modify this authority at any time and subject to the f01lowing provisions: 

a. \Vhe'll a route description is given in one direction, it 
applies to operation in either direction lmleSs 
otherwise indicated. 

b. The term "on-call", as used, refers to service which is 
authorized to be rendered dependent on the 
demands of paSS('ngers. The tarl((s and timetables 
shall show the conditions under which each 
authorized on-call service will be rendered . 

. c. No passengers shall be transported excepl those 
having a point of origin or destination as described 
in Se<tion liB. 

d. This certificate does not authorize the holder to 
conduct any oper(\tlon on the property of or into any 
.airport unless such operation is authorized b)' the 
airport authority invol\'cd. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision 98-09-01 I, Application 97-08-035. 
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Appendix PSC·I0987 Sharar E. Nosur, Original Page 3 
Ibr,lhim N. Abdr.,hman .. and Burhan ~1. Burhan 

(a partnership) 

SECTION II. SERVICE AREA. 

A. Within the goographic<lllimits of the Counties of Contra Costa, 
Atameda .. San Matoo .. and San Francisco. 

B. San Francisco Internation:t) Airport. 
Oakland International Airport. 
San Jose International Airport. 

SECTION III. ROUTE DE..<;CRIPTION .. 

. Corr'tn'endng (roin anypoint as described in Scction IIA .. then o\"er the Jnost 
convc)\ient streets, ("xpicssways .. and highways to any of the airports d("scfibcd in 
Seclion liB. 

Issued br California Public Utilities Comn\ission. 

Decisio)\ 98-09-011, Application 97-OS~035. 


