
ALJ/KLK/lcg Mailed 9/3/98 
De<:ision 98-09-012 September 3, 1998 nnmn~n!XJa\~ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF ~~lIP6Yt\~MI! ~ 
Appliciltion of Abebe Merdas~l, an individual, 
doing business as San Jose Express Shuttle for 
authority to operate (\s a passenger SI,lgC 
corporation between points within Sant,) Clara. 
and San l\iatco CotllHies, to San Jose Intematio)la) 
Airport aI\d San Francisco International Airport. 

OPINION 

Summary 

App1ication 98-0-1-002 
(Filed Apri12, 1998) 

Abebe l\'fcrdass(\, (applicant), em individual, doing business as San Jose 

Express Shuttle, requests authority under Public Utilities (PU) Code § 1031 et 

seq. to establish and oper,lte a passenger stage corporation to tr'1nsport 

passengers and their baggage between points itl the COUIltics of Sant,\ Clara and 

San 1\1atco, on the one hand, andSail Fr,lrtcisco (SFO) and San Jose (SJC) 

Internatiortal Airporls, on the' othl~r hand. 

Discussion 
Applicant proposes to operate an on-call door-to-door passenger stage 

service, 7 days per week, between 6 "a.in. and 12 a.m. The equipment for the 

proposed service wiil initially COllsist of a seven-passenger van. Applicant . 

indicates that additiol'tal EX}ltipn\ent will be obtained as needed after the authority 

is granted to meet the public'S tequircillclltS . 
. " , 

Exhibit D, attached to the application, is the unaudited Balance Sheet as of 

1\1arch 18, 1998, that discloses; cash on hand, $9,000; nlotor vehicles and other 

equipment, $27,000; miS(~Uall('{)tis: assets, $17,OOOi or total ~ssets of $53,000. 
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There is no provision for depredation. Liabilities consist of notes pa}'~,ble, 

$18,000. Net worth is $35,000. 

Notice of filing of the application appeared in the Commission's D,"il}' 

Calendar on April 3, 1998. The applicant notified the affected airports and cities. 

In Resolution ALJ 176-2990 datccl April 9, 1998, theComnussion 

prclitninarily categorized this application as ratcsetting. and preliminarily 

delernlinedthat hCc'lrings were not necessary. No protests have been reech'cd. 

Gh'en this stahls, public hearing is not necessary, and it is not necessary to alter 

the pre1iminar}~ determinations n'lade in Resolution ALJ 176-2990. 

Findings 6f Fact 
1. Applicant requests authority to operate an on-call passenger stage 

corporation between points ii .. the Counties of Santa Clara and San ~fatro, on the 

one hand, and SFO and SIC airports, on the other hand. 

2. Public cOll\'enience and necessity require the proposed service. 

3. No protests to ~he application hc\\'c been filed. 

4. A public hearing is riot necessary. 

5. It can be $een with (ertaint}' that there is no possibility that the activity in 

question may have a signifiCant effect on the environment. 

Conclusions of Law 
1. The application should be granted. 

2. Public convenience and necessity have been demonstrated and the 

application should be granted. 

3. Since the Illatter is uncontested, 'the decision should be cfiective on the date 

it is signed. 

Onl}' the amount paid to the State lor operative rights may be used in rate 

fixing. The state may grant any number of rights and nia}' cancel or modify the 

monop()ly feature of these rights at any tiole .. 
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ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is granted to Abebe 

~'ferdassa, (applicant), an individ\hl1, authorizing him to operate as a passctlgcr 

stage corpori\tiOll, as defined in Public Utilities (PU) Code § 226, to transl-)ort 

persons and their baggage, between the points and over the route set forth in 

Appendix PSC-11321 SUbject to the conditions contait\cd in the following 

paragr<lphs. 

2. Al-1plic<ull shaH: 

a. File a written acceptance of this certificate within 30 days 
after this order is e((ective. 

h. EstabJish the authorized serviCe and file tari((s and 
timet<lblcs within 120 days after this order is effective. 

c. State in the tariffs atad thlletables when service will st<ul; 
allow-at least to-days' notice to the COI\\I\\issionj and 
Jllake tinletables aI\rl tariffs effectiVe-tO ot nlore days after 
this order is effective. 

d. Comply with General Orders Series 101, 10-1, and 158, 
and the California Highway Patrol (CHI» safety rules. 

e. Cori\ply with the controlled substance and alcohol testing 
certificatiol\ progran\ pursuant to PU Code § 1032.1 at\d 
General Order Series 158. 

f. r-.1aintain accounting records in con(ornlity with the 
UnifoIln Systcn'l of Accounts. 

g. RClnit to the Comn\ission the Transportation 
Reimbursement Fee required h}t PU Code § 403 when 
notified by mail to do so. 

h. Compl}' with PU Code §§ 460.7 and 1043, (dating to the 
\Vorkers' C(m\pensation laws of this state. 

i. Enroll all drivers in the pull notice systen\ as required by 
Section 1808.1 of the Vehicle Code. 
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3. Beforc beginning s('fvicc to any nirporl, npplic\lnt shall notif)' the airport's 

govcrning bod}'. AppHc\lnt shall not oper,ltc into or on nirport properly unless 

such oper(ltions nrc also authorized by the airport's go\'crning body. 

4. Applicant is authorized to begin operations on the datc that thc Rail s..1fety 

and Cc'uriefs Di\'ision mails a notice to npp1icant that his evidence of insur<lnce 

and other documents required by Ordering »aragraph 2 ha\'e been filed with the 

Commission and that the CHP has approved the use of appJical\t's vchides for 

ser\'ice. 

S. Thc certific<1te of public convenience al\d necessity to operate as a 

passenger stage corporation (Psc-11321), gC<lnted herein, expires, lHlless 

cxercised within 120 days after the effectivc date of this order. 

6. The application is granted as sci (orthabo\'e .. 

7. this proccedh1g is closed. 

This ot"der is effective toda)t. 

Dated Septernber 3, 1998, at San Francisco, California. 
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RICHARD A. BILAS 
»residenl 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE J. KNIGHTiJR. 
HENRY 1\1. ~UQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

- Corn.missioners 
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Abcbc MNdassil 
(an individual) 

CERTIFICATE 

OF 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE ANDNECEsSl1Y 

AS A PASSENGER StAGE CORPORAHON . 

P5<>11321 

Showing paSS('llgcr stage Ope-ri\tl\'e rights, r(>strictions, limitations, exceptions, and 
pri\'~I_eg('S. 

All changes and amendments as authorized by 
the PubliC .U tili ties CommisSion of the State of California 
will be made as rC\'ised pages or added original pages. . 

Issued under authority of Decisi6n' 98-09-012 .. dated seplenlbet 3, 1998, of the Ptlblic 
Utilities ConlI'nissimYof the State of Califonlia in Application 98-0-1-002. 
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J\ppcndix PSC·1l321 Abt'bt' Merdas....~.,\ 
(an individual) 

INDEX 

SECTION I. GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, 

Original p.lge 1 

LIMITATIONS, ANO SPECIFICATIONS ......................................... 2 

SECTION II. SER\'ICE AREA ............................................................................... 3 

SECTION III. ROUTE DF.5CRIPTION .................................................................... 3 

Issued by California Public Utilities Comrnisslon. 

Dt.'1:ision 98-09-012; AppJic.llion 98-M-002. 
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App<'ndix PSC-11321 Ab£-bc MNda$S.l 
(an individual) 

Original Page 2 

SECTION I. GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LtMITATIONS, 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

~bcbe Merdas.sa, an individual, by the certificate of public convenience 

and lll'CCssit), granted by the de<:ision noted in the toot of the margin, is authorized to 

transport paSS('ngers and their baggage on an "on-caU" basis, between points and places 

as ~cscribcd in Section IIA, and the airports described in Section 118,.o\'ct and along the 

roule dcscribed in Section III, subject, however, to the authority of this COfilrnission to 

change or modify this authority at any tillle and subject to the (ollowtng' ptovisiohS: 

a. \"hen a rOllte descriptic)hi~ gh'ell in one direction, it" 
applies to operation bl dther direclion unl('Ss 
olh('rwi~ indicat('d. 

b. The tern\ "on-call", as used, refers to service which IS 
authorized tq be renderCd dependent on the" 
demands of passengers. The tariffs and tinlctabtrs 
shall show the conditions under which each 
authorized on-call service win be rendered. 

c. No pasSengers shall be tr~lnsportcd except thoSe 
ha\'ing a pOint of origin or destination as described 
in Section liB. 

d. This certificate does not authorize the holder to 
conduct an)" 6peratioll on the property of or into any 
airport unless stich operation IS authorized by the 
airport authority in\'olved. 

Issuoo by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision 98-09-012~ Application 98-0-1-002. 
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App<-ndix PSC-11321 Ab('be M('rdassa 
(an individual) 

SECTION II. SERVICE AREA. 

A. \\,ilhin the grogr('phk,'\llimils of the Counties of Santa Clara and San 
Matoo. 

B. San Frantist.'o International Airport. 
San JoS(' International Airport. 

SECTION III. ROUTE DESCRIPTION . . ' 

COnlo'lencirig (rom ar\}' point as d£'Scribcd in Section IIAi then oVer the most 
convcnient streets, ('xl')r('sswaysl and highways to an)' of the airports described in Section 
liB. 

Issued b)' California Public Utilities Commission. 

DtXisiOJ198-09-012, Application 98-04-002. 


