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Decision 98·10-015 October 8, 1998 

DEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIfORNIA 

In the Matter ofthe Application of : ) 
ALAMEDA CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION AUTHORIlY) 
(ACTA). for an wtkr authorizing the c6nstruclion of the- AfamN3 ) 
Corridor's RC'dondo Jun(tion Grade Separation proj«t \\hicb consists ) 
oftht foHowing new crossings and mooifltali6ns to existing crossings: ) 
I) Railroad one railroad .. New Southern California Regional Rail ) 
Authority (SeRRA) tracb. on an atrial strudufe. o\'er ACTA and ) 
Union Padft<: (UP) main tracks. 2) Railroad o\'tr high" I)' • New) 
SeRRA tracks. on an aerial structure. o\~er Washington Bouk\'ard, ) 
J) Railroad ol"tr railfoad • New ~CRRA' tracks. on an aerial) 
structure OWl Burlington Nonhern Santa. Fe (BNSF) newlrel6cated ) 
tracks. 4) Railroad Ol"fr high ",a)' .. Existing SotoStreet CfOSSing) 
modified\vi<kiled to aUonimooate BNSF and SeRRA tracks. thuS) 
repladng txisting bridge with new bridg~. AU these crossings are in ) 
llle Cit)' of los Angeles. County of los Angeles. California, ) 

OPINION 

Application 98-04-047 
(Filed April 23, 1998) 

The Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority (ACTA) requests authority to 

construct a railroad-railroad grade separation for the tracks of the Southern California 

Regional Rail Authority (SeRRA) to pass over the tracks of ACTA, the Union Pacific 

Railroad Company (UP). and The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railwa)' Company (BNSF). 

The structure will also go over \Vashing.ton Boulevard. and the Solo Street Separation \\ill be 

altered and reconstructed, aJl \\ithin the City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, as set 

forth in Appendix "A" and as more fully desnibed and indicated by text and plans attached 

to the application. 
The new Redondo Junction Structure \\ill serve the public need by a1Jo\\lng the 

construction and operation of the Alameda Corridor, a regional project of national 

significance designed to improve railroad access to the Ports of los Angetes and Long 

Beach. The proposed separation structure WIll allow trains to proceed without delay as is a 

commOn occurrence currently, ,,,hen two appr6athing trains ate in the proximity of the 

junclion and One of the trains is forced to come to a complete halt and not continue to its 
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destination until such a time as a safety clearance to proceed is given. The existing Redondo 

JuncHon. where ~nany raitroads converge, is located adjacent to the Los Angeles River, in the 

vicinit)' of do\mto\\n I.os Angeles. 
ACTA is the lead agency for this proj~t under the California Environmental Quality 

Act of 1910 (CEQA), as amended, Public Resources (PR) Code S~lions 21000. et. S\,'q. On 

June 27, 1997, the State of California Clearinghouse advised ACTA. that it had complied 

\\ith State Clearinghouse review requiremcnts for "draft environmental documents, pursuant 

to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)." The United States Department of 

TranSpOrtation issued a R«ord ofDedsion appro\'ing Alameda Corridor Proj~1. ACTA had 

previously prepared an En\ironInental Impact Report (EIR) on January 1993, and an 

Emironmcntallmpact Statement (EIS) in "'ebruary 1996. 

The Comlllission is a responsible agency for this project under CEQA and has 

reviewed and considert."<l ACTA's environmental documentation. The site of the project has 

been ins~ted by the Commission's Rail SafelY and Carrier Dhision - Rail Crossing 

Engineering Section staO: Staff examined the need for and the safety of the Redondo 

Junction Sep-lration Structure, and recommends that the construction proje-ct be approved. 

The application was found to be in compliance under the Conunission's filing 

requirements, including Rules 39, 40 and 41 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure. A 

location map and details fronl the proje-ct plans are sho\\TI in Appendix A. 

In Resolution ALJ-116-2988 dated March 12, 1998, the Commission preliminarily 

categorized this appllcation as tate-setting, and preliminarily detemlined that hearings were 

not ne-cessary. No protests have been receiwd. The Commissionts Rail Safety and Carriers 

Division recommends that this application be granted. Given these developments. public 

hearing is not n~essary, and it is not ne-ccss..1.ry to disturb the preliminary deteoninatiolls 

made in Resolution ALJ 176-2988. 

Findings of Fact 
l. Notice of the application was published in the Commission Daily Calendar on 

April 30, 1998. No protests have been received. A public h('aring is not ne-cessary. 
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2. ACTA r\"quests authority~ under Public Utilities Code Sections 1201·1205, to 

construct the Redondo Junction Structure, a railroad· railroad grade sep..u-3Iion structur~ over 

the SeRRA, UP, and BNSF tracks, and to alter and r«onstruct the railroad grade St'(Wation 

structure over Soto Street, in Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, as set forth in Appendix 

"A." 

3. Public convenience, necessity, and safely require construction of the Redondo 

Junction StructUre and the Soto Street Grade Se-paration, as set forth in Appendix "Au, 

4. ACTA is the lead agency (or this project under CEQA as amended. 

5, The Commission is a responsible agency (or this projed and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agency's ElR, EIS, and U.S. Department of TranspOrtatlOn Record of 

Decision. 

Conclusion of Law 

The 3ppHcation should be granted as set forth in the following order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

t. Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority (ACTA) is authorized to construct the 

Redondo Junction Structure, a railroad·railroad grade separation. on which the tracks of the 

Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SeRRA) "ill travel over the joint tracks of 

ACTA, Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP), and The Bwlili.gton Northern Santa Fe 

Railway Company (BNSF). The structure "in also span \Vashington Boulevard and in 

connection therewith, the existing Soto Street grade separation win be removed and a new 

siructurt' "ill replace it. The entire project is III los Angeles, Los Angeles Count)'~ as more .. 

fully described in the application and as set forth in Appendix "A." 

2. Clearances shaH be in accordance \\ith Genera1 Order (GO) 26-D. \Valkways shall 

confoml to GO 1t8. \Valkways adjacent to any trackage subject to rail operations shall be 

maintained tree of obstruCtions and shall be promptly restored to their original conditioh in· 
. 

the event of damage during construction. 
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3. Construction and m3intenanc~ costs shall be oomc in accordance \\llh an 

agreement cnter~ into between parties. A copy of the agreement shaH be filed b)' ACTA 

\\ith the Commission's Rail Safety and Carrier Division prior to ~ommencing construction. 

4. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this ordl!r, ACTA shall notify 

the Commission in \\Titing that the authorized work was completed. 
5. This authorizati()11 shaH expire if not exercised \\ithin three years unless time is 

extended or ifthe abo\'~ conditions are not complied \\ith. Authorization may be revoked (lr 

modified if public convenience, necessity, or safety SO require. 

6. The application is granted as set forth above. 

7. Application 98-04-047 is closed. 

This order iseffecti\'e 30 days from today. 

Dated October 8. 1998. at LagWl3 Hilts, California. 
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RICHARD A. BlLAS 

President 
P. GREGORY CONLON 

JESSIE J. KNlGHT, JR 

HENRY M. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 
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ArpE~DIX "An 

Appendix A 
Page 1 of4 

As part of the pwject to construct the Alame-da Corridor, the Alameda Corridor 

Transportation Authority (AC1'A) propOses to construct the Redondo Junction Grade 

Separation. which consists of the four items listed belo\\' and which are more funy described 

by plans attached to the application and more particularly as set forth below: 

I) Railroad OYer Railroad 

New Southenl California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA) tracks on aerial structure, 

over ACTA and Union Pacific Railroad Compan), (UP) main tracks. 

SeRRA ovcr Union Pacific (UP): SCRRA MP 143.15 

UP MP 0.05 

ACTA MP 0.10 

2) Railroad OYer Highway (\Vashingfoo Bh·d.) 

New SeRRA hacks on aerial structure, oVer \Vashlngton Blvd. 

seRRA over \Vashington Blvd.: SeRRA MP 143.22 
CPUC MP IOJOC-143.22-B 

3) Railroad onr Railroad 
New SeRRA tracks on aerial structurc. over Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) 

ncw/relocatcd tracks. 

seRRA owr BNSF tracks: seRRA MP 143.40 

CPUC MP J43.56 
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4) Railroad onr Highway (Soto St.) 

Appendix A 
Pag~ 2 of4 

Existing Solo Street Crossing modifiedJ\\idened (0 ac(on\mooate BNSF and SCRRA 

tracks, (replacing existing bridge \\ilh new stru_c~ures). 

seRRA over Soto St.: SCRRA MP 143.49 

CPUC IOIOC·143.49·B 

BNSF over Solo St.: BNSF MP 143.60 

CPUC 2·143.60~B 

~ot~: R«onstructed BNSF bridge same tOtation and -same CPUC number as existing 

bridge. 

End of Project - East End SCRRA· 143.77 equals BNSF MP 143.90 

The entire projed is \\ithin the City of Los Angeles. 
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Appendix A 
Page 3 of4 

REDONDO JUNCllON I 
T'7--I-!G~RAOE SEPARATION 

PROJECT 
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