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Decision 98-11-060 November 19, 1998 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TIlE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of City of Santa Clruita ) 
for the authority for the toad easement ) 
across Rail Road Right-of-Way (0 ) 

construct a grade separated interchange ) 
at Via Princessa Road. . ) 

) 

Application 97-10-026 
(Filed October 7, 1997) 

OPINION 

< City ofSan(a Clarita (City) requests authority to construct Via Princessa Road at 
- .' 

separated gr~des over the tracks of the Southern California Regional Rail Authority's (SeRRA) 

Valley Subdivision Main Line, fotJrterl)' o\\ned by. the Southern Pacific Transportation Company 

(SPl). in Santa Clarita, Los Angeles County. 

City propOses to construct an extension of Via Princessa Road (rom its present temlinus 

(0 the existing Wile)' Canyon Road, The propOsed overhead grade separation bridge structure is 

an e·ssential element in the Circulation Eleriient of the City's General Plan. The total length o( 

the bridge \\ill be about 825 feet. The first phase of construction "iJl be a 76'(001 \\ide bridge 

structure, \\ith 12·(oot \\ide travel lane in each direction. an 8·(001 "ide and a 9·(001 \ .. ide 

sidewalk. a 14-(001 wide median. a 6·foot \\ide and an 8·(oot wide shoulder. and a 12-(001 \\ide 

Irail. The second phase ofthe bridge \\ill be developed as nceded. The overhead grade 

separation bridge structure \\ill be widened from 76 feet (0 116 feet. 

City is the lead agcne)' for this project under Califomia Environmental Qua1iI)' Act of 

1970 (CEQA). as anlended. Public Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000. et. seq. After 

preparation of an Initial Study, city issued a Ncg.uivc Declaration and filed a Notice of 

De(Cmlinalion \ .. ith thc Los Angeles County Clerk on June 9. 1997, which found that the project 

\\ill have a significant eOect on the environment. Mitigation measures were n\ade a condition of 

the approval of the project. 
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The Commission is a resJXlnsible agency for this project under CEQA and has reviewed 

and considered the lead agency's Initial Study and NOliceof Detenninati6n. The site'ofthe 

proposed project has been inspected by the Commission's Rail Safety and Carriers Divislon 

staft~ After reviewing and examining data submitted by applicant, staff recon1nlends that Cityts 

request to construct Via Printtssa Road grade sepruation be approved. 

The application was (ound to be in compliance under the Commission's filing 

requirements, [ncluding Rule 38 of Rules of Practice and Procedure which 'relates to the 

constructiOil of public highways across railroads. A lOcation map and details from the project 

plans are sho\\n in Appendix A. 
this applic~tion is not subjecfto 'requiremen-(s provided in Senate Bill (S8) 960. 

(Statutes 1996, Chapter 856). 

FindhlKs of Fact 

1. Notice of the application was published in the Commission's Daily Calendar on 

October 1 S, 1991. No protests have been received .. A public heiiring is not necessary. 

2. City requests authority, under Public Utilities code Sections 1201 • 1205, to construct 

Via Princc:ssa Road at separated grades over the tracks of the SCRRA's Valley Subdivision Main 

Line in Santa Clarita, Los Angeles County •. 

3. Construction of Via Princessa Road overhead grade separation bridge structure is 

required to reduce fulure (ramc delays and to improve safety for railroad operations. 

4. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require construction of the proposed grade 

separation. 

S. City is the lead agenc), for this project under CEQAJ as anlended. 

6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agency's Initial Study and Notice of Del em lin at ion. 

7. The project \\;11 have a significant effect on the environment. Mitigation measures 

were nlade a condition of approval of the project. 

Conclusion of Law 

The application should be granted as set forth tn tlie follo\\ing order. 
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ORDER 

IT lS ORDERED that: 

t. City ofSanla ClaJita (City) is authorized to construct Via Prirttessa Road at separated 

grades over the tracks of the Southern California Regional Rail Author;ty (SeRRA) Valley 

Subdivision Main Line, formerl)' o\\'ned by Southern Pacific Transportation Co'mpan)' (SPl), in 

Santa Clarita, Los Angeles County, at the location and substantially as sho\\n by the plans 
attached to the application and Ap~ndix A of this order, identified as Crossing 101 VY .. 30.39-A. 

2. Clearances shan be in acoordance \\ith Oeneral Order (00) 26·D. Walkways shall 

conform to GO 118. Walk\vays adjacent to any trackage subject to 'rail operations shall be 

maintaintd tree of obstructions and shaH be promptly restored to their original co~dition in the 

event of damage durtng cortstlUCtion. 

3. Construction and maintenance costs shaH be borne in acc6rdaoce ,vith an agreement to 

be entered into between parties. A copy of"the agreement, tOgether with plans apptoved by 

SeRRA. shall be filed \\ith the Commission to (omll1cncing co.nstruction. 

4. Within 30 days after completion of the work underthis order, City shall notify the 

Commission in writing that the authorized work has been completed. 

S. This authorization shall expire ifnot exercised \\ithin three yeats unless (irne is 

extended or if the above conditions are not complied ''with. Authorization may be revoked or 

modified if public convenience, necessity. or safety so require. 

6. The Application is granted as set forth above. 

Application 97-) 0-026 is closed. 

This order becomes eff«ti\'e 30 days from today. 

Dated ~'ember 19.1998. at San Francisco, California. 

-3-

RICHARD A. DlLAS 

President 

P. GREGORY CONLON 

JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 

HENRY M. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 
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