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Decision 98-11-061 November 19. 1998 

DEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the City of Los Angeles (Harbor ) 
Department) for an order authorizing reconstruction of) 
an existing at-grade crossing at a Private Road near ) 
John S. Gibson Boulevard, PUC No. BO-S05.5S·X. in) 
The Wilmington District of the City orios Angeles, ) 
. County of tos Angeles, State of California. ) 

) 

OPINION 

Application 98·04·022 
(Filed April 17. 1998) 

City of Los Angeles (City) requests authority to reconstruct an existing at-grade crossing 

at Yang Ming Road near John S. Gibson Boulevard across the tracks of Union PacifiC Railroad 

Company'S (UP) San Pedro Branch Line. fonrterly o\\lled by Southern Pacific Transportation 

Company (SP). in Los Angeles. Los Angeles County_ The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe 

Railway Company (BNSF) operates trains on the tracks. 

City proposes to construct two additional tracks at the existing at-grade crossing of Yang 

Ming Road. The proposed at-grade crossing is part (If the West Basin Intemlodal Container 

Transfer Facility (ICTF) at Berths 122· J 31 at the Port of Los Angeles and will improve rail 

access (0 the femlinal. The site is accessible by DNSF and UP from the Thenard Junction. 

located at the south end o(the ptoposed Alameda Corridor. A private at-grade crossing located 

approximately 2.460 fect north of the proposed at-grade crossing, \\ill be closed pemlanent)y and 

physically removcd. 

Cit)' is the lead agency for this projcct under the California Environmental Quality Act of 

1970 (CEQA). as amended, Public Resoutccs (PR) Code Section 21000. c1. Seq. Cily prepared 

an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the West Basin Transportation Improvements 

Program. After preparation and review of the E1R. City, through its Board of I (arbor 

Commissioners. approved the Final EIR. 
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The Commission is a responsible agency for this project under CEQA and also has 

reviewed and considered the lead agency's ElR. The site of the pwposed project has been 

inspected by the Rail Safety and Carriers Division -- Rail Crossing Engineering Section staff. 

After revie\\ing lhe- need for and safety of the proposed at-grade crossing, Staff recommends that 

City's request be granted. 

The application was foupd to be in compJiance under the Commission's filing 

requirements. including Rule 40 of Rules of Practice and Procedure which relates to the 

construction of railroad track acrOss a pubJic highway. A sile map and detailed drawings of the 

proposed reconstructed at-grade crossing are sho\\n in Appendix A. 

In Resolution A~J·176·2990 dated April 9, 1998J the Commission preliminarily 

categorized this application as ratesetting, and preliminarily detemlined that hearings were not 

necessary. No protests have been received. The Commission's Rail Safety and Carriers Division 

recommends that this application be granted. Given these developments. a public hearing is not 

necessary. and it is not necessary to disturb the preliminary detefminations made in ResOlution 

AU-176-1990.' 

City stated in this application that the us~ of the propOsed at-grade crossing is urgently 

needed. The Applicant plans to adwrtise this railroad project by August 1998. The notice-to­

proceed \\ill be issued by October 191)8. The project will be completed sometime in 1999. 

Based on the above facts and objectives, City requested that the usual 30-day effective date On an 

order be waived. We \\ill make our order effective immediately. 

Find~~es of Fa~' 

1. Notice of the application was published in the Commission·s Daily Calendar on April 

20, 1998. No protests have been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

2. City requests authority, under Public Utilities Code Sections 1201 • 120S, to 

reconstruct an existing at-grade crossing at Yang Ming Road near John S. Gibson Boulcl'ard 

across the tracks of UP's San Pedro Branch Line in Los Angeles, Los Angeles County. 

3. Public convenience arid necessity require reconstruction of thc exbting at-grade 

crossing. 
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4. Publk safety requires the instaUation of two Standard No.9 automatic gate-type 

signals and two median-mounted Standard NO.9 automatic gate-type signals (Generat Order 

(GO) 7S.C). 

5. Cit)' is the lead agency for this projecl under CEQA, as amended. 

6. The Commission is a respOnsible agency for this projed and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agency's BIR. 

7. The project will have some ad\'erseeffctts on the envirorunent. but mitigation 

measutes niH reduce the adverse impacts to acceptable leVels. None of the impacts are 

associated with the at-grade crossing. 

8. A Statement ofO\'erriding Considerations was adopted for the project 

. Conclusions. 01 Law -

i. The usual 30·day eftcclivc date of an order should be waived as the use ofthc 

proposed at·grade crossing is urgently needed. the notice-to~proceed \\'iII be issued by October 

1998. and the ptoject i~ to be completed in the latter part of 1m. 
2. 'The applicatiOn should be granted as set forth in the (olhWwing order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

I. City ofl.os Angeles (City) is authorized to teconstruct art existing at· grade crossing at 

Yang Ming Road near John S. Gibson Boulevard across the tracks of Union Pacific Railroad 

Company's (UP) San Pedro Branch Line, formerly o\\1led by Southern Pacific TranspoJ13tion 

Company (SP), In tos Angeles, Los Angeles County, at the location and substantially as sho\\TI 
, 

by the plan aUached to the application and Appendix A of this order, identified as Crossing no-
505.5S. 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (GO) :M-D. Walkw3)'S shall 

confoffil to GO 118. 

3. Construction of the grade crossing shall be equal or superior to Stan~ard No.8 o(GO 

72·B.Mainlenance of the crossing shan confomi to GO 72·0. 
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4. Protection at the crossing shall be two Standard No.9 automatic gate-type signals and 

two median-mounted Standard No.9 automatic gate-type signals (GO 7S·C). 

s. Construttion expense of the crossing and installation cost of the automatic protection 

shall be borne by Applicant. 

6. Maintenance cost ofthe automatic protection shall be bOrne by the Applicant in 

accordance \\ith Sccliofl1202.2 oflhe Public Utilities Code. 

7. Final construction plans. approved by UP and nNsFt shan be filed by Applicant \\ith 

the Commission's Rail Safety and Carriers Division prior to commencing construction. 

8. Within 30 days after completion ofthe \:\'ork, City shall notify the Commission in 

\\Tiling that the' authorizedwork.has been completed. 

9. This authorizationshaU expire ifnot exercised within two years unless time is 

extended Or if the above conditions are not complied v.ith. Auth6rizalioli rna)' be're\'oked Or 

modIfied ifpu~Jic con\'enien~eJ necc.ssi.ty,or safety so requite. 
~ . 

10. The Application is granted as set forth above. 

AppHcatio~ 98-04-022 is closed. 

This ordtrbecomes effeclive today. 

Dated NO\'ember 19. i 998, at San Francisco. Catifonlia. 

·4 • 

RICHARD A. BILAS 

Pre-sident 

P. GREGORY CONLON 

JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 

HENRY M. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Conimissioners 
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