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Decision 98·J2·()20 December 3, 1998 

BEFORE THB PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSiON OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of the City of ) 
Los Ang~les to construct one public at· grade ) 
railroad crossing-at }.i8Son Avenue a~ross the ) 
L6s Angeles CoUnty Mc'tropolitan _'. ). 
Transportation Authority (LACMT A)!Amtrakl ) 
Unlon PaCific (UP) (rack and right-of .. way; iii ) 
suPPort of the application.' to make -safety ) -

_ improvements at five adjactnt crossings and ) 
physically -vacate a street and dose the -) -
existing public at.grade crossing at pocan) 
Street acrosS the LACMTA I Amlnik I UP ). 
track.in -the City of Los Angeles, Courity of ) 
Los Angeles. Califotnia.· ) 

AprHcation 98·06·054 
(Filed June 2~, 1998) 

OPINION-" 

As part of the City of Los Angeles's (City) Capital Improvements PrOgranl, City 

requests authority to (a) construel Mason Avcnucat-grade across the Los Angeles County 

Metropolitan Transportation AUlhority (MTA) I Amtrak 1 Union Pacific Railroad Conlpany 

(UP) (rack and right·of·,';'ay, (b) make safety imprOVements at (h'c adjacent crossings, 

namely Devonshire Sln~el, De Soto Avenue, Winnetka Avenue, Corbin Avenue and tampa 

Avenue Crossings, and (e) physicaUy dose and vacate the existing public at-grade crossing at 

Doran Street in the Cit>; of los Angeles, Los Angeles C6unty. 

The proposed Mason Avenue Crossing would facilitate improved access betwe~n 

\Varner Center, the major employment center in the are~, and the Chatsworth and POrler 
. . 

Ranch comnlunilies. including the opening of theVlinnetka Avcnue off-ramp of the I fs .• 

Fr.:cway t by providing additionalllnk (0 the West San Fe rnaJido , VaHey' circulation systtm as 

envisioned in City'S Porter Ranch Specifi~ PJan (PRSP). which was adopted in July J99(). 
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The gap closure, which would also provide additional access to the light industrial businesse.s 

adjacent to the proposed crossing, is particularly important to the communities of Chatsworth 

and Porter Ranch. who view Mason Avenue as a vital1ink to the Warner Center and the 

induslrial commerce located in the northwest portion ofthe San Fernando Valley. 

The Mason Avenue Crossing wouM enable the extension of Mason AYenue between 

Nordhoff and Plummer Streets acroSS: the railroad tracks thereby providing needed additional 

capacity for north-south lrame in the West San Fernando VaHey. The crossing \\ilJ serve as 

an alternate route and congestion relief to major parallel arterials, such as Winnetka A venue. 

Corbin A\'enue, Tampa Avenue. De Solo Avenue, and Topanga Canyon Boulevard State 

Route (SR 27), which is part to the Los Angeles Count)'"s Congestion Management 

Programs' (CMP) Highway and Roadway System. Forecasts of futute traOic gro\\1h on 

Topanga Canyon Boulevard and De Soto AVenue are an increase of mOre than 2~/O o\'er the 

next 10 years, resulting in severe congestion, 

To mitigate this future lrame impacl, the Cily has proposed the Mas6n Avenue at· 

grade crossing in its Capitallmpro\'ements Program (or several years. bcHe'ving it critical to 

maintain an effective roadway network in the West San Ftmando Vaney. The reduC'ed 

congestion to the surrounding street S),stClll front the new crossing of Mason Avenue would 

result in overall reductions in fuel consumption and air (lOJlution, 

City also proposes to expend approximately $100,000 and make safety improvements 

at crossings adjacent to the proposed Mason Avenue crossing. It \\ill install up to 100-(001 

long raised median islands in approach of the automatic crossing gates to minin\izc the 

ability of \'Chicles to go around the gate,s. Striping modification, and stgnage installation at 

the Deronshire Streel, De Soto Avenue, Winnetka Avenue, Corbin Avenue and Tampa 

A wnue Crossings will be part of the improvements, in order to neutralize the impact of the 

proposed new at· grade crossing. 

In addition, City plans to expend approximately $100,000 to physically dose and 

vacate the existing public at·grade crossing of MTA I Amtrak I UP back at existing Doran 

Street. located on the west side of San Fernando Road. Closing the Doran Strtet Crossing 

would mitigate the impacts of a proposed new at-grade crossing by keeping the number of 

({ossings to the same lew) as before the Mason Street crossing is constructed. 
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City is the lead agency for this project under the California Em'ironmental Quality 

Att of 1970 (CEQA). as amended, Public Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000, el. seq. An 

Environmental Impact Rep6rt (EIR) was prepared and has been officially approved and 

adopted. After preparation and review of an Initial Study, City filed a Notice of Exemption 

\\;th the City and County Clerk ofi1ces On May 20. 1998, which detennined that minor 

alteration of existing streets and railroad tracks would be exempt from CEQA guidelines. 

The project will not have a significant eneet on the environment and is in conformance with 

environmental goals and objectives of the City of Los Angeles. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project under CEQA and has 

reviewed and considered the lead agency's environmental documentation. The site of the 

project has been inspected by the Commission's Rail Safety and Carrier Division stan' • Rail 

Crossings Engineering Section. Staff has also conducted a careful evaluation of the City'S 

proposal \\ith respect to the construction of the Mason Avenue at-grade crossing ru:td the 

closure of the existing Doran Street ctossing. Since this does not result in a net increase in 

the number of at-grade crossings in the San Fernando Valle)' area, staff recommends that the 

consfruction project-be approved. 

The application was found to be in compliance under the Commission's filing 

requirements, induding Rute 38 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure. A location map and 

details (rom the project plans are sh()\\n in Appendix A. 

In Resolution ALJ· 116·2988 dated March 12, 1998. the Commission prelintinarily 

categorized this application as rateselling. and preliminarily determined that hearings were 

not necessary. No protests ha\'e been received. The Commission's Rail Safely and Carriers 

Division recommends that this application be granted. Given these developments, a public 

hearing is not necessary, and it is not necessary to disturb the preliminary determinations 

made in Resolution ALl 116·2988. 

Findim!.s ofFacl 

l. Notice of the application was published in the Commission Daily Calendar on July 

8, 1998. No protests have been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

1 



A.98-06-0S4 RS&CIRRT/sn 

2. City requests authority, under Public Utilities Code Sections 1201 .. 1205. to (a) 

construct the Mason A ... enue Crossing across the MTA I Amtrak I UP tracks and rights-of­

way, (b) make safety improvements at five adjacent crossings, namely Devonshire Street, De 

Soto Avenue, Winnetka Avenue, Corbin Avenue and Tampa Avenue Crossings, and (c) 

physically close and vacate the existin~ public at-grade crossing at Doran Street in the City of 

Los Angeles. Los AngeJes County. as set forth in Appendix "N'. 

3. Construction of the grade crossing is required for imprOVed tramc flow between 

the Warner Center, a major employment center in the area, and nearby Chatsworth and Porter 

Ranch communities. 

4. Public (onveniel1~e and necessity require construction of the grade crossing. 

5. }lublic safety requires that the grade crossing be protected by two Standard No.9 

automatic gate-type signals. and two median-mounted Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type 

signals (Geneial Order (GO) 15~C). Signs, markings and signals \\111 be installed ~t this 

railroad crossing in acc_ordance \\ith· Commission's standards, as well as raised median 

islands to minimize the ability of vehicles to run around the gates, as indkated by plans 

attached t6 the applica.tion. 

6. Public safety also requires safety improvements at five crossings in the vicinity of 

Mason Avenue, as well as the closure of Doran Street, as more fully described in the 

application. 

7. City is the lead agency (or this project under CEQA, as amended. 

8. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agenets Initial Study and Notice of Exemption. 

Conclusion of Law 

The application should be granted as set forth in the following order. 

4 



t 

J 

A.98-06·0S4 RS&CIRRT/sn 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED thaI: 

J. City of Los Angeles (City) is authorized to construct the Mason Avenue Crossing 

across the Los Angeles County Metropolitan TranspOrtation Authority (MTA) I Amtrak I 

Union PacifiC Railroad Company (UP) tracks and rights-of-way in the City of Los Angeles, 

Los Angeles County, to be identified as Crossing No. E .. 447.30. The proposed crossing 

ptoJect is althe location and substantiaJly as sho\\U by the plansatrached to the application 

and Appendix A Q(this order. 

2. City is also authorized to nlake safely improvements at five adjacent crossings, 

namely Devonshire Street. De SOlo Avenue, Winnetka Avenue, Corbin Avenue and Tampa 

. A\;enue Crossings in Los Angeles. Los Angeles County, as more fully described and 

indicated by (ext and drav.lngs attached to the application. 

3. Upon opening of the Mason Avenue Crossing, the eXisting DQran StrectCrossing 

101 VY·1.99 (formerly B.474.8) shaH be pemlanently closed and physically removed. 

4. \Valkways shall conform to General Order (00) 118 and clearances shall be in 

accordance \\ith GO 26-D. 

5. Construclion of the grade crossing shall be equal or superiOt to Sfandard No. 8 

concrete panels ofao 72·B. Maintenance of the crossing shan confonn to GO 12·n. 

6. Protection at the crossing shall be four Standard NO.9 automatic gate-type signals 

(GO 7S-C). 

7. Construction expense of the crossing and installation of the automatic proteclion 

shall be borne by City. 

8. Maintenance costs of the automatic proteclion shall be borne by City under 

Seclion 1202.2 of the CPUC Code. 

9. A COP)' of the crossing plans approved by MTA shall be filed \\ith the Rail Safety 

and Carriers Division of the Public Utilities Commission prior to commencing construclion. 

1.0' Within 30 days after conlpJetion of the work under this orderl Cit)· sha1l notif)· the 

Commission in writing thaI the authorized work was completed. 
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It. This autho.rization shall expire if no.t exercised \\ithin two. ycars u'.lless time is 

extended or if the above conditions are not complied \\lth, Authorization may be re\'oked or 

modified if public com'cnienceJ necessity, or safely so require. 
. " 

12. The applkadon is granted as set (orthabovc, 

J 3. Application 98·06-054 is closed. 

This order is et'tec(jve 30 days (rom today~ 

Dated December l. t 998. at San Frallci~o. California. 
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RICHARDA, BILAS 

President 

P. GREGORY CONLON 

JES~IE J. KNIGHT. JR. 

HENRYM, DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 
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EXHilllTA VICINITY MAP 

MASON Ava AT ..(jRADE EXTENSION ACROSS I.ACMTA-SotmIERN 
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EXHIBIT A2 PROPOSEDAT-ORADBCROSSING 
CLOSuRE IN SUPPORT OF 1HB 

MASON AVENUH AT~ORADE EXTENSION 

AppcndixA 
Pagelof3 
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