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BEFORE THEPUBUC UTILITIES CO~I~i1SSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the State ofCatifomia. Departll1~nt ) 
of Transportation, (or an otder authorizing the ) 
Contra Costa Transportation Authority to: ) 
constmct a crossing at separated grades between ) 
westbound Route 4 and the backs of The Burlington ) 
Northern and Santa Fe Railway~ sometimes referred ) 
to as the "Christie Overhead." PUC No. 2·1 1 76.25A ) 
(Bridge No. 28-0360R) in the County of Con Ira ) 
Costa, State ofCalifomia. ) 

) 

OPINION 

Application 98-11-022 
(Filed November 17, 1998) 

Ih~ State of California. Department of Transportation (Cattrans). r('quC'sts authority to 

construct a new westbound State Route 4 at separated gra~es above the tracks of the Burlington 

Northern and Santa fe Railway Company (llNSF) in the County of Contra Costa (County), cast 

of the Cit)' oflkrcules. The proposed railroad overhead will supplement the existing Christie 

Underpass PUC Crossing Number 2·1176.2·B On State Route 4 and will be referred to as 

Christie Overhead. 

1 he Contra Costa Transportation Authority (Authority), which provides supplemental 

funds to improw both local Count}' roads and State highways, has entered into a coopcratiw 

Agreement with Caltrans to construct and fUfllish Jil1Jncial assistance (or State Route ..J 

impruvclllcnts, including Christie Overhcad. 

111e section of State Routc " \\ hich includes Christie Underrass is currcntly a (WO lane, 

two dihxtion highway connecting Interstate 80 \\ithin the Cit)' ofJlercul~s and the Cumniings 

Skyway. 'I hc existing Ilarrow Christie Underpass is one of only (Wo highways oclwcen Central 

Contra Costa County a.nd till' Oakland-San Francisco area oWr which h:uarJous or contaminated 
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materials can be transported \\ithout dail)' time restrictions. A map of the project vicinit)· is set 

forth as: Appendix A. 

The Annual Average Dail), Trame (MOl) capacity for a facilit), such as State Route 4 is 

22,100 AADT. The AADT from 1990 was at least 4; percent over capacity and the projections 

for the year 2000 indicate an expected incr~ase in traftie dernand (0 be 75 percent higher than the 

theoretical capacity. Eleven percent of total (rame volume is ptedicted to be hea\')' tnlck traOle. 

FrOB} J:'muary 198910 December 1994, fatal aeddent rates along this segment of State Route 4 
. Were as much as 1.5 times the expeete~ Statewide average fot facilities·Mthis type. 

A new railroad gl~de separation at ttuisti~ O,:erhead ,;vill provide· fot three WestlxlUlid 

tranic lanes to be tarried oWr DNsF's single track main' line and one auxIliary track .. The 

existing State Route 4 through the Chrislie Underpass \\ill bC retained and utilized for eastbound. 

trame. Th(' existing State Route 4 will reolainorcn during constrUction. Temporaryr~routing 

ofwhicuJar and railroad (rame duriJlg (on~truclion \\ill not be neassary. 

This separation oftraflic will a1tow (or an increaseintruoughtrafiic volumes across the 

railroad, as wen as improve safety by eJinlinating opposing traffic nlo\"ements through a 

constricted opening. Th~ awragedail)' train cOunt fot BurJiJlgt()Il Northern SaJ1ta Fe is pr~sently 

24 fr~ight [rains_ 

Caltrans, acting by and through the California Transportat!o.n Commission, is the lead 

agency for this project under the California Enviromnental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as 

a.mend('d, Public Resourcc Code Sections 21000~ el. seq. After preparation and review of an 

Environmental Impact Report (ElR), Catfrans approved the project. On Octoocr 30, 1998, 

CaTtrans filed a CEQA Nolie(' of Detemtination with the State Clearinghous('. The project will 

have a significant eOect on the environment, though, mitigation n\easures \wr(' ntad(' a condition 

of approval of the project. 

1 he Coml1tission is the responsible agenc), fo.r this project under CEQA afld has re\'iew~d 

and consideud the lead agenc)'~s mR and Notice ofD('tcrlllination. 

The sire of the prOpOsed project has lx~n inspected b)'the Commission's Rail Safely and 

Carriers Division (RSAC) Trame Engineering staO~· The staO'examin('d lhe-nc~d (or and safely 

of the pfl)pos~d crossing and recoI1Hllends that the sought authorit), be granl('d. 
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Application 98·1 )-022 meets the filing requirements of the Commission's Rules of 

Pwctke and Procedure, irtduding Rule 38 which relates to the construction of a public highway 

across a railroad. 

In Resolution AU 176-3005 dated December 3, 1998. the Commission preliminarily 

categorized this application as rateselling, and preliminarily determined that hearings were not 

necessary. No protests haw been received. The Conu'nission's RSAC recommends that this 

application be granted. Giwn these dcve)opnlents, a public hearing is not necessary, and it is not 

necessary to disturb the preliminary detemiinations made ift Resolution AU 176·3005. 

This is an uncontested matter in which the dedsiongrants the teliefrequcsted. 

Accordingly, pursuant (0 PU code Section 311 (g){2). the olhel\\lse applicable 30-day period for 

public re\'iew and comment is being wah·cd. 

FintJines of Fact 

1. Notice of the application was published in the Commission's Daily Calendar on 

Nowmber 23, 1998. No protests have be-~n file-d. 

2. Caltrans requests auth~rity, under Public Utilities COOt' Section 120)·) 20S, to 

construct \wstbound State Route 4 at separated grades above the tracks ofthe BNSF identified as 

Christie Overh('ad PUC Crossing Number 2·1176.2S·A. 

3. Public convenience and necessity require the construction of the Christie Overhead on 

Route 4 in Contra Costa County. 

4. Caltrans, acting by and through the California Transportation Commission, is the lead 

agency for this project under CEQA. as amended. 

5. The Commission is a responsible agency (or this project and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agency's ElR mld Notice of Dctemlination. 

6. The project will have a significant dlCe( on the en"irollment. Mitiga\ion measun~'s 

\wre maJ~ a condition of approval. 

·3· 
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Conc-lusions of I.an-

I. The application is uncontested and a public hearing is not necessary. 

2. The application should be granted as sel forth in the foHowing order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

I. The State of California, Department of TranspOltation (Cahrans) is authQrized (0 

C('Instruct a crossing at scparated grades between westbound Route 4 and the tracks of the 

Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF) in Contra Costa County at the 

location as shown on the plans attached (0 the application, to be identified as Christie Owrhead 

PUC Crossing Number 2·1) 76.25-A. 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with Gencral Order (GO) 26-D. 

3. Walkways shall confornl (0 GO 118. Wa1kways adjacent to any trackage subject to 

rail op-~ra(ions shall be maintained free of obstruclions and shall be promptly restored to their 

original condition in the erent of damage during construction. 

4. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in accordance \\ith an agr~entellt to 

be entered into between the parties. A copy of the agreement shall be filed by Caltrans \\ith the 

Commission's Rail Safel)" and CarriC"rs Division (RSAC) prior to commencing construction. 

Should the parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of construction and 

maintenance b)' further order. 

S. Final construction plans, approved by County and DNSF, shaH be filed by Cahrans 

with RSAC prior to commencing construction. 

6. Caltrans \\ill in(orlllthe RSAC TraOie Engineering Seclion in \\Titing within 30 days 

of the date of the complelion of this project. 

1. This authorization shan expire ifnot exerdsed within three (3) years unlc.ss time is 

extended or if the above conditions are not complied with. Authoriz .. ation may be rC\'oked or 

Illodilied if public convenience, necessit)'. Or Mfet)' so require. 

8. This application is granted 3S set forth above. 

·4· 
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9. ,\pplication 98·) )·022 is dosed. 

This order becomes eOective today. 

Dated March) 8. ) 999 , at San Francis('o, California. 

. s· 

RICHARD A. BILAS 

President 

HENRY M. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

CommisSioners 
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