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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO}'IMISSION OF TIlE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

.t\pplication of the State of California, De-partment of 
Transportation, for an order authorizing the Department 
to: \\iden a portion of State Route 180, and in . 
conjunction therewith proposes t6 \\ideo the existing at 
grade crossing k.l0\\1l as "Floyd Avenue" 
(PUC No. D-279.60A) located in Fresno Count)'t 
State of Califomia .. 

OPINION 

Application 98-09-026 
(Filed September 17 t 1998) 

As part of the State Route (SR) 180 Rehabilitation Proje~t, the State of California. 

Department of Transportation (Caltrans) requests authotit)' to widen SR 180 (also known as 

Whites Bridge Road) whete it crosses at-grade with a hran'ch line track operated by the San 

Joaquin Valley Railroad (SJVR), and owned by the Union Pacific Railroad (UP). The subject 

crossing is located in an unincorporated area of Fresno County. 

Within the project area, SR 180 runs east-west, while the track is on a southwest

northeast alignment. The purpose of\\idening SR 180 is to accommodate one bus/truck turnout 

lane in the cast· and \wst-bound directions, through the crossing. A vicinity map is set forth as 

Ap~ndix A. 

At prcs~nl. the crossing consists of a two-lane, hi-directionaJ, 24' wide roadway ocross a 

single-track bmnch line at a 40 degree angle. Users arc worned of 6n-coming trains by two 

Standard No. S Hashing light type signals, per GeneraJ Ordcr (GO) 75-C. 

As proposed, the crossing would be \\idened to 48' and provide for one turnout lane in 

each direction. The \\idened section \\illtaper down to 40', at approximately J 1 S' west of the 

crossing and 100' cast of the crossing. Two Standard No. 9·A automatic gate-type signals with 
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'\ cantilcwred arm would be installed per GO 7S-C. A schematic of the proposed design is set 

forth as Appendix B. 

Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under the California Em'ironmentaJ Quality 

Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended. Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. Caltrans has 

determined that this project meets the requirements of a Class I ExemptIon under CEQA, and is 

therefore exempt from the provisions of CEQA. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project under CEQA and has reviewed 

and considered the lead agency's Categorical EXemptionlExclusion Determination. 

The site ofthe proposed project has been inspected by the Commission's Rail Safety and 

Carriers Division (RSAC), Trame Engineering Section stat'!: The staff examined the need for 

and safety of the proposed modifications and recommends that the sought authority be granted. 

Application 98-09-026 nieets the filing requirements of the Commission's Rules of 

Practice and Procedure, including Rule 39 which relates to the modification of an existing 

crossing by widening or relocation. By letter dated January 25, 1999, Caltrans has requested that 

the authority grantirlg modification of the SR 180 crossing be effective for the three (3) yeats, 

due to the extensive s.:ope of the SR 180 Rehabilitation Project 

In Resolution AU 116-3001 dated October 8, 1998. the Commission preliminarily . -

categorized this application as catC'setting, and preliminarily determined that hearings were not 

necessary. No protests have ocen recciwd. The Commissionts RSAC recommends that this 

application be granted. Given these developments, a public hearing is not necessary, and it is not 

ncccss~u)' to disturb the prdiminary determinations made in ResoJution ALJ 176·3001. 

This is an uncontested matter in which the decision grants the rcikfrequ('sted. 

Accordingly, pursuant to PU Code Section 311 (g)(2), the otherwise applicable 30-day period fot 

public re\'jew and comment is being waived. 

Findings or Fact 

1_ Nolice of the application was published in the Commissionts Daily Calendar on 

Septemocr 22, 1998. No prutests haw been filed. 

2. Ca1trans requ~sts authority, under Public Utilities Code SeCtions 120 I - 1205, to 

wiMn SR 180 \\here it crosses at·grade \\;th a branch Hne track o~rated by SJVR. and O\\llC'J 

by ur. in Fee-SilO Count)'. 
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3. Public convenience and necessity require \\idening of the SR 180 crossing. 

4. Public S3fely r(5)uires that the modified crossing oc equipped with two Standard No. 

9-A automatic gate-type signals with cantile\·cr, in accordance "ilh GO 75-C. 

5. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as amended. 

6. Caltrans has determined that this project meets the requirements of a Class 1 

Exemption under CEQA, as amended. 

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agency's Categorical ExemptionfExclusion Determination. 

Conclusions of Law 

I. The application is uncontested and a public hearing is not necessary. 

2. The application should be granted as set forth in the following order. 

ORDER 

IT IS onoElu-:o that: 

1. The State ofCatifornia, DepartnlenlofTransportation (CaJtrans) is authorized to 

widen State Route (SR) 180 (also knO\\TI 3S Whites Bridge Road) where it (rosses at-grade with 

a branch line track operated b)' the San Joaquin Vallc)' Railroad (SJVR), and o\\TIcd by the 

Union Pacine Railroad (UP), at the location and substantially as ShO\\11 on the plans attached to 

the application, identified as Crossing 109A·196_80(former1y 00 I BA·196.80). 

2. The crossings shall be fitted with two Standard No. 9·/\ automatic- gate-type signals 

\\ith cantilever, as specified in General Order (GO) 7S·C. 

3. Clearances shaH be in aaordancc GO 26·D. 

4. Walkways shall conform to GO 118. Walkways adjacent to an)' Irackage subject to 

rail o~rations shall be maintained free of obstructions and shaH Ix' promptly restored to their 

original condition in the ewnt of damage during construction. 

~. Construction and maintenance costs shaH be borne in accordance with an agr('ement (0 

hi? entered into between the parties. J\ cop)' oft~e agreement shall be J1Icd by Caltrans wilh the 

COJllmissiOn's Rail Safety and Caniers Di\'ision (RSAC). prior to commenclng construction. 

Should the parties faiJ to agree. the Commission will apPOJ1ion the costs of construction and 

maintenance b)' further order. 

.) . 
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6. Final construction plans, approved by SJVR and UP, shall be filed by Cattrans with 

the Commission's Trame Engineering Section (TES) prior to commencing construction. 

7. Within thirty (30) days after completion of the work under this order, Caltrans shall 

advise the TES in wriling th~t the authorized work has been completed. 

8. This authorization shaH expire ifnot cxerdstd \\ithin thiee (3) years unless time is 

extended or iflhe above conditions are not complied \\ith. Authorization may be rC\'oked or 

modified ifpublic convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

9. This appJkation is granted as set forth above. 

10. ApplkatioJ'1 98-09-026 is dosed. 

This order occoines effective thirt}; (30) days fn:Hil today. 

Dated Match 18; 199~ • at San Fra11cisco,Ca1ifomia. 
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RICHARD A. DILAS 

President 

HENRY M. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

C6mmmissioncrs 



• A. 98-C9-026 RSAC/ ARO APPESDIX A 

• 
• PROPO~EO WIDENING OF \ I I 

EXISTING GRADE CROSSING \ 
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