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D~cision 99·04·016 April .) 1999 

BEFORE THE puntlc UTILlTJES COMMISSION OF TilE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the MaHer ofthc Application of 
THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION 
AUTHORITY for an order authorizing the 
(onstrudion of a pedestrian grade crossing 
between Flower Street and Grand Avenue 
acroSs the eastbound LRT track of the Los 
Angeles·Long Beach Blue Line. along 
Washington Boulevard in the City of Los 
Angeles. 

) 
) Application 98·06·042 
) (Filed June 22. 1998) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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OPINION 

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (~ITA) fe-quests 

authority to construct a pedestrian grade crossing between Flower Street and Grand Avenue 

across the eastbound light mil train (LRT) track of the los Angeles-Long Beach Blue Line 

being operated by MTA along Washington Boulevard in the City of Los Angeles. 

The Los Angeles-Long Beach Melro Blue Line has been in operation since 1990 and 

ridership has increased so that C'xpansion of facilities is required. Passenger congestion at the 

Grand Awnue Station on Washington Boulevard has developed at the station entrance, such 

that al\e"iation measures are required. The existing entrance 10 the station platfonn located 

bet~wen the two LRT tracks is from the south Grand Avenue crosswalk across Washington 

Boule"ard at the east end orlhe Station platform. The M1'A proposes 10 construct a second 

pedestrian entrance to the Grand Avenue Station allhe westerly end ofthc station platform. 

A signalized pedestrian crossing is proposed to be- constructed across the eJStoound tranie 

lanes of Washington Boulevard and across the MfA eastbound tRV track to gain access to 

Ihe station platform at its west end. There is no pedestrian access planned from the norlh 
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sidcwalk of Washington Boulcvard to the west end of the station pJatfoml. and therefore no 

planned pedestrian crossing ofthe LRT westbound (racks. 

The cost of construction \\ill be rome by MTA and City of Los Angeles Department 

of Transportation (City). MTA \\iII perform construction work on its right-of-way and Cit)· 

\,ill perform the construction work outside ofMTA right-of-way. 

City shaH maintain the crossing \\ithin the street right-of-way, including (raOie 

signals, and will maintain the train signals. MTA \\il1 maintain its track and crossing surface 

. in accotdance with COJ1\mission's General Orders. 

MfA is the lead-agenc)' forthls project under the California Em'ironn\cntal QuaHt)· 

Act of 1970(CEQA), as amended, Public Resoun:es (PR) Code Sections 21000, et seq. On 

March 29. 1985. a Notice of Dclemlination was filed \\ith the Secretary for Resources and 

\\ith the los Angeles Count)' Clerk which found that "The pr6ject \\il1 have a significant 

impact on the environment." A Statement ofO\'erriding Considerations was adopted (OJ the 

projecl. 

The COIilmission is a responsible ageJlcy for this project under CEQA and has 

reviewed and considered the lead agenc}"s EIR and Notice of Determination. The site of the 

proposed grade crossing has been inspected in the field and the proposed pJans have be~n 

reviewed by the Commission's Rail Safet)' And Carriers Division, Rail Crossing Engineering 

Stan~ 

The application is in compliance \\1th the Commission's filing requirements. 

including Rule 38 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure which relates (0 the construction of 

public highway crossings and separations OWr a railroad. A vicinity map and detailed 

drawings of the location of the crossing are ShO\\l\ in Appendix A. 

In Reso!ution ALJ·176-2995 dated July 6. 1998. the Commission preliminarily 

cafegoJiled this application as rateselting, and preliminarily determined that hearings were 

not necessary. No protests have been received. The Commission's Rail Safely and Carriers 

Division recommends that this application Ix granted. Given these developments, public 

hearing is not necessary, and it is not necessary to alter the prdiillinary determination made 

in Resolution ,\ LJ·176·2995. 
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This is an uncontested maHer in which the dedsion grants the relief requested_ 

Accordingly, pursuant to PU Code Section 3)) (g) (2). the othem'ise applicable 30-day 

JXriod for public re\'jew and comment is being waived. 

Findings of Faet 

I. Notice oflhe application was published in the Commission Daily Calcndar on June 

26, 1998. No protests have been received. A public hearing is no1 necessary. 

2. MTA r~qucsts authority under Public Utilities Code Sections) 201·1205 to 

construct a pedestrian grade crossing across its eastbound light rail track along Washington 

Boulevard. 

3. Construction of the pedestrian grade crossing is required to a1leviatc passenger 

congestion at the entrance of the Grand Avenue Station on Washington Boulevard. 

4. Public convenience. neces.sity, and safety require construction of the pedestrian 

grade crossing. 

S. MTA is the lead agency (or this project under CEQA, as amended. 

6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agency's EIR. 

7. The Long Be3ch·tos Angeles Rail Transit Project has had sonle impact on the 

environment; however, mitigation measures have eliminated or reduced the severity of,the 

adverse impacts to acceptable kwls. No impacts arc associated with the ped('strian crossing. 

8. A Statement of O\'erriding Considerations was adopted for the project. 

Conclusion of taw 

The application should be granted as sci forth in the foBowing order. 

IT IS ORnEI~ED that: 

I. The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) is 

authorized to construct a pedestrian grade crossing bctwccn 1;lowcr Strecl and Grand Awnue 

3 
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across the eastbound tRT track of the Los Angeles·Long Beach Blue line, along 

Washington Boulevard to be identified as c.ossing 84L-l.28D in Los Angeles, Los Angeles 

County, at the location and substanlially as shO\\TI in Appendix A attached to this order.' 

2. Clearances and walkways shall conform to General Order (GO) 143-A . 

. 3. Trame signals shall be installed governing the movement of motor vehicles and of 

pedestrians at the crosswalk across the Washington Boulevard eastbound trame lanes. 

Signals governing the 1ll0\'enlcnt oflight rail trains \\ill be installed at the pedestriaJ} 

crossing. Pedestrian trame signals at the crosswalk and pedestrian grade crossing shall be 

pre-empted by light rail train movement OWr the grade crossing. 

4. Construction o(the grade ctossing shall be equal or superiot to Standard No.6 of 

GO 72·B. Construction and maintenance costs shaH be borne b)' MTA and City. MTA will 

perfon)} the construction work on its right-of·way and maintain its track and crossing surface 

in accordance to GO 72-D. City will perfomi. the construction work outside ofMTA right-Of· 

way and shall maintain the crossing within the street right-of-way, including trame signals, 

and will maintain train signals. 

. S. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this order, MTA shaH notify the 

Commission in \\Tiling thai the authorizc:'d work was completed. 

6. This authorization shaH expire if not exercised within (wo ),cars ull1css time is 

extended or ifth(, above conditions are not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or 

modified ifpublic convenience, necessity, or safely so require. 

7. The application is granted as set forth abOw. 
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8. Application ~8·06·042 is dosed. 

this ordet is effective 30 days frOill today. 

Dated April I. 1999 • at San Francisco, California. 

RICHARD A. BlLAS 

President 
. . 

HENRY M. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

COJ11mi sSI Ollers 

s 
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