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D~cision 99·0~·OI7 April 1, 1999 

BEFORE THE PUBLt'C UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TilE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application Of the State of Catl(oniia. Departnlent of ) 
TranspOrtation, for an order authorizing the Department. ) 
To: construct the widening project at the Redlands Loop ) 

. O\'erhead,- Bridge Number 54·489, ovet the (rack~and ) 
right ofwa;), of The Burlington Northern and Sania Fe ) 
Railway C0I11p3n)' loCated in the City of San Bernardir1o.) 
County 'of San BCl1'Iardino, State o(Califomia. ) 

) 

OPINION 

(~lIDn(e)~~fjJlL 
Application 98·02·007 

, (Filed Februar)* 4, 1998) 

As part of the project to \\iden Int.eistate (I) 215 fronl Inland Center Drive to Second 

Street in the Cit)' of San Bemardino, the State o(CaJi(omia, Departn\cnt ofTransp~)Jtation 

(Callrans) requests authority to widen Redlands Loop Ove'rhead at separated grades over San 

Bemardino Associated GO\'erI1ments' (SAN BAG) Redlands Branch Line (racks, formerly o\med 

b)' The Burlington Northenl and Santa Fe Railw~}' Compan)' (BNSF), in San Bernardino, San' 

Bernardino County. 

Cahrans proposes to widen the 1·21'5 Redlands I.oop Overhead at separatcd grades. as 

indicated by Appendix A attached to this order, this part of the auxiliary lane widening project in 

the northerly and 50uth\,rly portions of ]·215. The northerly and southerl)' \\idening will 

accommodate a IS·foot wide auxiliary lane and a JO-foot wide shoulder in each direction. The 

additional auxiliary lanes will provide additional capadt)· and improve trame flow, thereby 

reducing peak hour tcame delay and congestion. The structural widening over the tracks will 

consist of pr('cast/prestressed concrete girders. During the 1·215 Redlands Loop Orerhead 

widening project, vehicular trame wi11 continue to use the grade separatioli Orerh¢ad stnlc(ute. 

Caltrans is the lead agency for this proJect under California Environmental Quality Act of 

1970 (CEQA). as amended, Public Resoun:cs (PR) Code Sections 21000, et. seq. Cahransllas 

determined that this project, the reconstruction of an existing grade separation, is categorically 

exenipt from the reporting requirements of CEQ A under Public Resources Code Section 

21080.13. 
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The Conlmission is a responsible agency for this project under CEQA and has reviewed 

and considered the lead agency's exemption determination_ The existing grade separation has 

been inspected by the Commissionts Rail SafelY and Carriers Division - Rail Crossing 

Engineering Section Staft~ After reviewing the need for and the safely of the yroposed widening, 

Staffrecoillrl1ends that {'aJhans' request be granted. 

The application is in compliance "ith the Commission's filing requirements, including 

Rule 39 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure which relates to the widening of existing 

(fossings and separations o\wrailroad track. A site map and detailed dra\\ings of the grade 

separation O\"C~head arc sho\\TI in Appendfx A. 

In Resolution ALJ-176-2981 dated February 19, 1998, the Commission preliminarily 
. . 

categorized this application as ratesetling and ptdill1inarHy detcmlined that hearings wer~ not 

necessary. By protest filed March i. 1998, BNSF stated that Ca1trans and BNSF were not yet in 

agreement as to the proposed project's construction method and terms. During scveralmonths Of 

negotiations. the parties wcre able to resolve their differences and on Decenlber ~ I, 1998, BNSF 

withdrew its protest (0 the proposed widening of the Redlands loop Overhead. The 

Commission's Rail Safcty and Carriers Division recommends that this application be granted. 

Given these developments, a pub1ic heating is not ne-cessary, and' it is not necessary to disturb the 

prdiminary determInations made in Resolution ALJ-176-2987. 

This is an uncontested mailer in which the decision grants the relief requested. 

Accordingly, pursuant to PU Code Section 311 (g) (2). the otherwise applicable 30-day 

Period for public review and comment is being waived. 

Findings of Fad 

I. BNSF filed a protest to the application on March 2, 1998, stating that appJicant and 

BNSF wete not yet in agreement with respect to the method of construction of the o\'crht'ad 

\\ide-ning project. 

2. By motion filed December 21 t 1998, DNSF withdrew its protest on the b.'lsis that 

Caltrans and DNSF were now in agreement as to the terms and Jllethod of construction of the 

Redlands I.oop Overhead. There are no olher unresoh'cd matters. 

·2· 



A.98·02-001 RSAORRT/sh 

3. Caltrans reques1s aUlhorily under Public Utilities Code Seclion 120) -) 205 to "iden 

the Redlands Loop Owrhead at separated grades OWr SANBAG's Redlands Branch tine tracks, 

(omlerl), o\\ned by BNSF, in San Bernardino, San Bernardino County. 

4. Widening of the Redlands Loop O\'crhead is required to COnstruct .additional auxiJiar), 

lanes and shoulders in the northerly and southerly dir«tions of 1·21 $ to provide additional 

capacity and improve tramc flow) thereby teducing peak hOUf [came deJay and congestion on I· 

21 S between Inland Center Dri\'e and Second Street. 

S. Public convenience, necessity and safel)' require widening of the grade separation 

O'"erhead. 

6. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as amended. 

1. The Commission is a responsible agency (or this project, and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agcncfs exemption detemllnation. 

Conclusions of Law 

I. The application should be granted as set forth in the (ollo\\ing order 

2. l}nder Public Resources Code Settion 21080.13, the 3C'livily is exempted from the 

fequit~n1ents set forth in CEQA; thereforc, the guidelines (14 Cat Admin. Code - Division 6) 

concerning the {'valuation of projects and the pr('paration and review of environmental 

documents do not apply. 

3. There is no opposition to the application, and a public hearing is not necessary. 

OHI>En 

IT JS OJW[({[D that: 

I. The State of California, Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is authorizeJ to 

wideo the Redlands loop On'rhead at separated grades over San Bernardino Assodat.:-d 

Govcrnments' (SANDAG) Redlands Branch Line [racks. formerly o\\TIed by The Burlington 

NOJthem and Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF), in San Bernardino, San Bernardino Count)', 

at the location and substantially as sho\\ll by plans all ached to the application and Appendix A of 

this order, identified as Crossing 2U-0.6-A. 
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2. Clearances shaH be in accordance \\itb General Order (00) 26-D. Walkways shaH 

confonn to GO ) 18. Walk,,;aysadjacent 10 any trackage subject to rail operations shall be 

maintained free of obstructions and shaH be promptly restored to their original condition in the 

cwnt of damage during construction. 

3. Construction and maintenanCe costs shall be borne in accordance \\lth an agreement 10 

be ente~ed into between parties. A COP)' of the agreement; together with plans approved by 

SANDAO and BNSFf shaH be filed \\lth the Commission's Rail Safety and Carriers Division 

Staff prior to cOnlntellcing construction. Should the parties fail to agree; the Commission will 

apportion the costs of construction and maintenance by furthcr order. 

4. Within 3'0 days after completion of the work under this order; Callrans shall notify the 

COJ11niission in \\Titing that the authorized work has been completed. 

5. This authorization shaH expire ifnot exercised \\ithin three years unless time is 

extended or if the above conditions are not complied \\ith; Authorization may be revoked or 

l'llodil1ed ifpubJic conwnience, necessity, or safC'l)' $() require. 

6. The application is granted as set forth abow. 

Application 98-02-007 is closed. 

This order beCOlllcS enecti"c 30 days fro11\ today, 

Dated April I. 1999. at San Francisco, California. 

RICHARD A. BlLAS 

President 

HENRY 1\1. DUQUE 

JOSJAII L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 
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