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Decision 99·0-4-019 April •• 1999 

BEFORE TIlE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~1MISSION OF THE STATE OF CAUFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Applkatioll of 
Alameda Corridor TranSpOrtation Authority 
. for an order authorizing the telocation of 
11 single track high\\"ay grade crossings. 
o((wo single track separated htghway" . 
crossings and one single track grade separated 
railroad ctos~ing Io<-ated between Firestone 
Boulevard, rUc crossing nuinber BO-489.50 

'and Auto Drive South, PUC crossing number 
. BG-49S.09, inclusive in the County o(los 

Angeles, Cit)' of South Gate; Cit)' ofL)'nwood 
and Cit)' ofComp!on, California_ 

l (C'i~llOO~rm&\l 
) 
) . Application 98-11-010 
) (Filed No\"em~r 2, 1998) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

OPINION 

Alan\cda Corridor Transportation Authorit)' (ACTA) requests authority to relocate 1 t 
single·track highway grade crossings; two single-track grade separated highwa)' crossings, 

and one grade-separated railroad ctossing between Firestone Boutevard grade crossing and 

Auto Drive South. incJush-c. in the County of los Angeles, Cities of South Gate, Lynwood 

and Compton, as sel forth in Appendices uN', liB" and "e" and as more full), described and 

indicated by text and pJans attached (0 the application. 

ACTA ""as created in 1989 as a Joint Power Organization as a result of studies and 

planning activities that showed the need for a consolidated railroad link between the Ports of 

Los Angeles and I.ong Beach (Ports) and the regional and national railroad systems. 

Construction of a twent)' mile. (wo track railroad link is planned upon fonner Southern 

Padfic Transportation Company San Pedro Branch tight-of-way that ACTA has acquired. 

lhe fundamental purpose of the Alameda Corridor project is to provide an improved 

goods nl0wment without the adverse consequences of increased future (r\!ight rail (raOie 
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Ports and accommodating the Ports' gro\\1h, the pJanned corridor \\ill reduce highway 

congestion. air pollution and noise which is nlost beneficial in residential areas. It will also -- , 

reduce deJa)'s at existing at-grade railroad crossings and \\ill pro\'ide enhanced safety. 

Through (rain operations o\'er ninet)'miles of existing trackage will be consOlidated into the 

new corridor which \\ill be entirdy grade separatated and will grealty reduce present 

vehicular delays along existing San Pedro Branch Line Corridor. 

The entite Alameda Corridor Program has forty railroad-highway crossings along its 

three major sections: 

J. The North End, consists of severa1 segments and (en pubtk crossings. The 

Rcdond9 Junclion Orade Separation is One of these segments and extends frlint a 

point southofOJympic Boulevard along the west bank of the los Angeles Ri\'er, 

then continues s6utheasterly (0 the intersection of The Burlington Northern Santa 

Fe Railwa)' COfllpany(BNSF) right-of-way, east of Soto Street. PUC authority 

. for (Onstru.ction of the Rtdondo Junction Grade Separation Was fequested in 

A.98-04-047, filed April2l, 1998. Another segment consists of the connection of 

the railtoad tracks from the Pons (0 the BNSF San Bernardino Subdivision and (0 

the Vniol) Pacific Railroad Company (UP) tracks. 

By Decision (0.) 98-10-015, dated October 8, 1998, the Commission granted 

authority to construct the railroad-railroad glade separation for the tracks of the 

Southern California ,Regional Rail Autholil)' (SeRRA) to pass o\'er the tracks of 

ACTA, the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) and BNSf. The structure 

when completed \\ill aJso go owc Washington Boulevard; and the Soto Strcct 

Separation will be altered and rcconstructed. 

2. The Mid-Corridor along Alameda Strcct betwcen Santa Fe Avcnue in Los 

Angefes and Slate Highway 91 in Compton wjIJ be a (en-mite, thirt)'·thrcc fcct 

deep. fifiy-foot "ide. ~cprcssed double-track railroad with twenty-nine road 

crossings and three railroad ('fossings abow and across the depressed railroad. 

Included in this Mid-Corridor \\ill be a 5.6 mile, at-grade UP By·Pass (rack 
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paranel to the depressed railroad along the east side of the ACTA right-or-way. 

This at-grade connection with 17 grade crossings, two grade separations. and one 

separated railroad crossing, between the existing tracks at the State Highway 9] 

overpass and the track's connection to the UP Santa Ana Branch, north of 

firestone Boulevard, is the subject of this application. The Mid·Corridor extends 

from Los Angeles through the Cities of Los Angeles, Vernon, Huntington Park, 

South Gate, Lynwood, Compton, and the uninCOrpOrated County of Los Angeles. 

3. The South End Corridor trackage extends at-grade along Alanleda Street through 

unillcorporated County of I.os Angeles, Cilyof Carson, and City of Los Angcles 

to the Ports and sc£\'('s Dolores Yard, the Intemlodal Container Facility (ICF) and 

various industries en route. Planning is ongoing to grade separate existing grade 

crossings that "ill result in the filing of subsequent applications to the 

Commission. 

The instant B)'·Pass Track Project concerns the rdocation qf approximately 5.6 miles 

of the fomler Southcnl PacifiC Transportation Company San Pedro Branch Line track, Itow 

o\med by ACTA and operated by UP. In order to accommodate the constructiOJl of the 

thirty-three feet deep and fifty foot wide dcpres.se~ structure for the new depressed double 

track main IiliC. it will he ne(eS5.1.I)' to construct approximatel)' 5.6 mites of relocated track 

connecting San Pedro Branch track near State Highwa)' 91 o\"crcrossing \\ith the UP Santa 

Ana Branch to provide undiminished Port access to UP while by-passing the construction of 

the Irench. It is proposed to relocate the existing track alignment from the center of the 

existing right-of-way to the eastern most edge. 

The grade crossings listed in Appendiccs A through C will be reconstructed, 

eliminating the existing hump in the roadwa)'. and will have automatic crossing gates \\;lh 

flashing lights and electronic dcvices to provide constant waming time for gate operatiOil al 

the crossings regardless of train speed. 

Applicant states that the relocated track "ill remain. in operation following 

construction of the dcpr~ssed trainw3Y and its. being placed in operation. lIowe\,cr. the 
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proposed configuration of the grade crossings in this application is an interim design intended 

(0 ('xist on)' during the time of detailed design and ~ons{ruclion of the pemlanent bridges thal 

\\ill support the street crossings above the depressed trainway. Each of the bridges \\ill of 

nec-essit}' include in their design ~ final design of the Alameda Stteet East intersection and a 

final designofthc grade crossing warning de\'ices, (rame signals. signing, and tane stripping. 

The length ofttme of existence· of the configuration shown for the crossings in this 

app1ication is not ptecisely kno\\n at this time. Howe,·er. it is estimated to exist, in most 

cases, from zero to nine months~ Moreo\'e~. depending on the sequence of construction, the 

ability (0 temporaril)' dose the crossings, or to construct detours as detenllined by the· 

contractor and pubJiccnllties, the tem~rary situation may extend in Sonle cases (0 fourteen 

months. 

Conul1ission authority to construct' the grade separations for the streets above the 

depressed trainway and the r('configuration of this inlerinl design of the grade crossings as 

requested herein wiJI be 'subject of subsequent apptlcationsas will authority to construct the 

grade separations not involvingthe relocation of this UP connecting track. 

ACTA is the lead agency for this prbj~ct under the California En\'lroIUllental Quality 

Act of 1970 (CEQA),' as amended. Public ReSOUrces (PR) Code Sections 21000, ct seq. On 

June 27) 1997, the State of California Clearinghouse advised ACTA. that it had complied 

with State Clearinghouse review requirements (or "draft environmental documents, pursuant 

(0 the California Elwironniental Qualit), Act (CEQA)." The United States Department of 

Transportation issued a Record of Decision approving Alameda Corridor Project. ACTA had 

previously prepared an Environmental hnpact Report (EJR) On January 1993, and an 

EnvironnlCnlallmpact Statement (UlS) in February 1996. 

The Commission is a responsibJe ag~nc)' (or this project \lnder CEQA and has 

.eviewed and considered ACT/Vs environmentaJ documentation. The site of the project has 

been inspected by the Commission's Rail SafcIY and Carrier Division - Rail Crossings 

Engineering Section stafr. Staff examined Ihe need for and the safety of the proposed grade 

separations and rdated railroad construction and rccommends thaI the application be 

approved. 
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The application is in compliance \\ith the Commission's filing requirements, 

including Rules 39, 40 and 41 of the Rules of PraNice and Procedure which relates to the 

construction and "idening ofpubJic highway crossings and separations oYer a railroad. A 

site map (lfthe grade crossing and separations is as sho\\TI on plans attached to the 

application and Appendices A through C. 

In Res()lution ALl 176-3005. dated Decenlber 7. 1998, the Commission prcliminaril)' 

categorized this applicatioil as'ratesctting, and preliminarily detemlirtcd that hearingswefe 

not necessary. No protests have been receh'ed, and ThcComnlissi<mts Rail Sa.fet)' Md 

Carriers Oivision recommends that this application ~ granted. Gi\'en these deVelopments, 

public hearing is not necessary, and it is not necessary to distu~b the pteliminar), 

determinations made in Resolution ALJ 176-3005. 

This is an uncontested 1l1atter in which the decision grants the relief requested. 

Ac~ordingl)'. pursuant to PU Code Section 3 I I (g) (2), the othcn\ise applicable 30-day 

period for public review and comment is being waived. 

Findings of Fact 

J. Notice of the application was published in the Commission Daily Calendar on 

NovembC'r 19,1998. No profests have been receh'ed. A public hearing is not necessary_ 

2. ACTA requests authority, under Public Utilities Code Sections 1201·1205, to 

relocate 17 single-track highway grade crossings, two single-track grade separations, and one 

single·track grade separated railroad crossing over the fomler Southern Pacine 

Transportation Compan}"s San Pedro Branch tine track, now o\\l1ed b)' ACTA and operated 

by the Union Pacine Railroad Company (UP). in the COUlil)' of 1.05 Angeles, Cities of South 

Gate, Lynwood. and Compton, as set forth in Appendices A through C, and as nlore fully 

described and indicated by text and plans auached to the application. 

3. The Alameda Corridor and related rail projects are required to pro\'ide improved 

goods movement, to accommodate the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles gro\\1h, redllce 

highway congestion, reduce air pollution and noise, which \\ill benefit adjacent residential 

and industrial are-as. 
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4. Public convenience and necessity r~quire relocation of the grade crossings and 

construction of the by· pass track, in connn:tion \\ith the Alameda Corridor project, as set 

forth in Appendices A, B, C, and as more fu1l), described in the appJication. 

S. Public safety requires that all crossings that are not grade separated be protected b)' 

automatic warni~g devices as set forth in Appendix C attached to this order. 

6. ACTA is the lead agcnc)' for this project undet CEQA; as amended. 

1. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agency's ElR, EIS, and U.S. Department of Ttansportation Rc(ord of 

D~dsion. 

Condusion of law 

The application should be granted as set forth in thefollo\\ing order. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

J. Alameda Corridor Transportation Authorily«ACTA) is authorized to relocate 17 

single·track highway grade crossings;' two single-track grade separated highway ctllssings. 

and one grade-separated railroad crossing between Firestone Boulevard grade ctossing and 

Auto Drive South. inclusive, in the Cities of South Gate. Lynwood and Compton. The entir~ 

project is iii Los Angeles Count)', as more (ully described in the application and as sel forth 

in Appendices A. D, and C. 

2. Construction and maintenance of the crossings shall be in accordance with the 

provisions of General Order (GO) 72·B. 

.3. Crossing wanling devices shan be in accordance with the provisions of GO 

75-C. and as set forth in Appendix C and as more fully described by text and plans in the 

application. 

4. Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26·D. \Valkways shall conform to 

GO 118. Wa1k,,:a)'s adjacent to any trackage subject to rail operations shaH be maintained 
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free of obstructions and shan be promptly restored to their original condition in the cwn(of 

damage during con~trudion. 

5. Conslrqction and nlaintenance costs shan be borne in accordance with an 

agr('ement.cnt'crcd into between parties. A copy of the agreement shall be filed by ACTA 

\\ith the Commission's Rail Safel)' and Carriers Division priot to coinmencing construction. ' 

6. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this order, ACTA shall notify 

the Commission in \\Titing that the authorized \\'ork was completed. . . 

7. This authorization shall expire ifnot exercised \\ithin three )'cars unless tinlc is 

extended Or if the aboVe conditions aie not complied \\;th. Authoritaiiori O1a)' be revoke-d Or 

, modified ifpubJic convenience, necessity, or safety So require. 

The application is granted as Set forth above. 

Application 98·"1-010 isc1osed. 
- .. -

This order is effecth'e 30 days (fOni today. 

Dated Ajnil" J. '1999 • at San Francisco, California .. 

RICHARD A. BILAS 

PreSident 

HENRY M. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commis.sioners 
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APPENDIX n 

Appendix B 
Page I of J 

As paJt of the ptoje~t to construct the Alameda' Corridor, the Alameda' Corridor 

Transportation Authority (ACTA) 'proposes to construct a By·Pass Trac,k Proj~tt \\'hich 

concerns the relocation ofapproximateJy 5.6 miles of the former Southern Paci,fie 
, , 

Transportation Comp.'ln)' San Pedro Branch tine (rack, no\\' o\\ned b}' ACTA and operated 

by the; Union Paciile Railroad Company (UP). The By-Pass Track project includes 

relocating: (a) 1'1' single-track railroad.highway grade ttossings, (b) two single*track 

railroad-highway grade separations, and ,(c) one single-track 'railroad·railroad grad~ 

separation, as set-forth,below: 

(a) . Relo('ating 17 ~i~gle-frack railroad-high" a)' grade ctossings! 

Name or Stieet 
I. fiustone B6ufe, .. ard 
2. SouthemA,'enue &. 92'! Street 
3.' T\\'eedy, Boufnard ' 
4.' Martin LtJlhu King BQule\'aJd 
S_ FttnwOoJ A\'enue , 
6. Im~rial Highway 
7. L)TI\\ood AWnue 
8. WeNr Street . 
9. EI SegundO Boulevard 
to. Pine Street t.:. 13411 Street 
, I. Elm Stitet 
12. PaTmec Avenue 
13_ . ComptOn BouTe\'ard 
14. laurel Street . 
1 S. A!ondra Boulevard 
16. . GrtenleafBoulev!rd 
\1. Auto Dr. South 

flue Crossing No_ 
BO-489.50 
BO-489,80 
BO-490.30, 
BO-4~.90 
BO-49UO 
BO-491,46 
BO-491.80 ' 
BO-492,~O 
B 0:49204 0 
BO,'492 ,80 
BO-493.S0 
BO-4~).60 
BO-4~).80 
nO,49~.OO 

BO-49·1.30 
BO-49·tSO 
BO-495.09 

DOT Crossmg No. 
747658B 
7476S9H 
74766O:C 
747669N 
747611P 

741678M 
N7682C 
74768.3J 
147684R 
141686E 
1476871... 

.747688T 
7476S9A 
7476918 
147693P 

(b) Rclocaling two single-track rallroad-hlghw3)' grade separations: 

Name 6f Street 
t. (·105 Overhead 
2. Rosecrans Avenue 

puc Cr6ssing No. 
BO-49LSO-A 
BO-493-30·A 

DOT Crossing No. 
747674K 
74768SX 

(c) Rdocating one single-track rallroiHl-railroad grade separation: 

UP owr Metro Gteen Line trilcks: UP M.P. 
Metro Grten line M.P. 

The Metro Green lint is in Median orr-lOS Freeway. 

491.49 
9.00 
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APPENDIX C 

Appendix C 
Page) of 1 

The grade cc()~sings \\ill be reconstructed, eliminating existing hump in the roadway, and 

\\ill have automatic gate-type signals aIld electronic devices to pcovide constant warning time 

for gate operation at the ctossings, regatdlessofttain speed, as sct forth below: 

Name (){Street . 

1. firestone Boulnard 
DG-489.s0 

2. Southern Avenue &. 92,4 Street 
80-489.80 

3. Tweejy DQu!~\~rd . 
80-490JO 

4. Martin Luther Kin~ Doul~\ard 
DG~-I90.90 

S. FernwOOd A\·ehue 
OG-491.30 

6. Imptri~l Highwa)' 
8G-491.46 

7. L)r)\\Ood Avenue 
DO-49 1.80 

8_ Weber Str~et 
00-492.10 

9. [I S~gundo BOulevard 
BO-492AO 

10_ Pint Streel &. 13"-1'" Street 
80·492.80 

It. Elm Stfeet 
DG·49.UO 

n. Palmer A\·enue 
BO~,!93.60 

U. Compton Doutelfard 
BO·493.80 

14. laurel Street 
BO··19-1.oo 

IS. Afondra Boule\"3rd 
DG·49·1.30 

. 16_ Grun!eaf Boult,·ard 
DG·49·t.SO 

17. Au!o Or. South 
nG-49S.09 

[:\isling 
Warning Oe,·iccs 

3No_9 

2 No.9·A 

lNo.S 

2 No:8 
2 No_ g-A 

2No.S 

.41':0.9 

2No.9 

2 No. 9·A 

2 No. 9-A 

2No.8 

I No.3 

I NO.4 

2No:8 

2No.9 

2No.8 

4No.9 

ProP9sed 
\\'afn il'lll de"kes 

4No_9 

4No.9 . 
I No.8 
2No.9 

2No.9·A 
t No. 8-A 
2No.9 
'No. g 
4No.9 

2No.9. 
1 NO.8 
lNo.9 
I No.8 
41"0.9 

2 No. c)-A 

2~o;9 

2No_9 

2No_9 

2No.9 

4No.9 

4No.9 

41"0.9 


