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Decision 99-04-019 April 1, 1999

' BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicationof ) DJ (RN
Alameda Comridot Transportation Authority ) ,ﬂ ) 18 H@H&] &Hﬂ
for an order authorizing the relocation of - ) o
17 single track highway grade crossings ‘ ) _ ST
‘of two single track separated highway - )  Application 98-11-010
_crossmgs and one single track grade separatcd )  (Filed November 2, 1998)
railroad crossing located between Firestone ) . _
Boulevard, PUC ¢rossing number BG-489.50 )
‘and Auto Drive South, PUC crossing number = )
- BG-495.09, inclusive in the County of Los )
Angeles, City of South Gate, City of L)n\\ood )
and City of ComptOn Cahl‘omna )

OPINION

Alameda Corndor Transportation Authority (ACTA) tequests authority to relocah. 17
single- lrack highway grade crossmgs, two single-track grade separated highway crossmgs
and one grade- -separated railroad crossing between Firestone Boulevard grade crossing and
Auto Drive South, inclusive, in the County of Los Angeics, Cities of South Gate, L)'n\'.'ood.
and Complbn, as set forth in Appendices “A”, “B” and “C” and as more fully described and
indicated by text and plans attached to the application.

JACTA was created in 1989 as a Joint Power Organization as a result of studies and
planning activities that showed the need for a consolidated railroad link between the Ports of
Los Angeles and Long Beach (Ports) and the regional and national railroad systems.
‘Conslruciio'n of a twenty mile, two track railroad link is planned upon former Southemn

Pacific Transportation Company San Pedro Branch right-of-way that ACTA has acquired.
| The fuhdaméntalr purpose of the Alameda Corridor project is to provide an improved

goods movement without the adverse consequences of increased future freight rail traflic
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Ports and accommodating the Ports’ growth, the planned comridor will reduce highway
congestion, air pollution and nojse which is most beneficial in residential areas. It will also
reduce delays at existing at-grade railroad crossings and will provide enhanced safety.
Through train operations over ninety miles of existing trackage will be consolidated into the
new comidor which will be entirely grade separatated and will greatly reduce present
vehicular delays along existing San Pedro Branch Line Corridor.
The eitire Alameda Corridor Program has forty railroad-highway crossings along its

three ntajor Seclfons:

1. The Nerth End, consists of several segments and ten public crossings. The

Redondo Junction Grade Separalioﬁ is one of these segnients and éxtends from a
point south of Olympic Boulevard aIOng the west bank of the Los Angeles' River,
 then continues séutheasterly (0 the intersection of The Burlington Northern Santa
Fe Réil\\‘ay.(‘ompany (BNSF) right-o‘f-\\'ay, ecast of Soto Street. PUC aulhoﬁﬁ*
-for construction of the Reﬂondo Junction Grade Separation was requested in
A.98-04-047, filed April 23, 1998. Another segment consists of the connection of
lhe ratlroad tracks from the Poits (o the BNSF San Bemardino Subdivision and to

the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) tracks.

By Decision (D.) 93-10-015, dated October 8, 1998, the Commission granted
authority to construct the railroad-railroad grade separation for the tracks of the
Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA) to p:;ss over the tracks of
ACTA, the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) and BNSF. The structure
when completed will also go over Washington Boulevard; and the Soto Street

Separation will be altered and reconstructed.

. The Mid-Comridor along Alameda Street between Santa Fe Avenue in Los
Angeles and State Highway 91 in Compton will be a ten-mile, thirty-three feet
deep, fifly-foot wide, depressed double-track railroad with (wenty-nine road
crossings and three railroad crossings above and across the depressed railroad.
Included m this Mid-Corridor will be a 5.6 mile, at-gradé UP By-Pass track
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parallel to the depressed railroad along the east side of the ACTA right-of-way.
This at-grade conneclion with 17 grade crossings, two grade separations, and one
scparated raitroad crossing, between the existing tracks at the State Highway 91
overpass and the track’s conneclion to the UP Santa Ana Branch, north of
Firestone Boulevard, is the subject of this application. The Mid-Corridor extends
from Los Angeles through the Cities of Los Angeles, Vernon, Huntington Park,

South Gate, Lynwood, Compton, and the unincorporated County of Los Angeles.

. The South End Corridor trackage extends at-grade along Alanieda Street through

unincorporated County of Los Angeles, City of Carson, and City of Los Angeles
16 the Ports and serves Dolores Yard, the Intermodal Container Facility (ICF) and
various industries en route. Planning is ongoing to grade separate e;\:isliﬁg grade
crossings that will result in the filing of suf)sequenl applications to the

Commission.

The instant B)-;Pass Track Project concemns the relocation of approximately 5.6 miles
of the fornter Southem Pacific Transporiation Company San Pedro Branch Line track, now
owned by ACTA and operated by UP. In order to accommodate the construction of the
thirty-three feet deep and fifly foot wide depressed structure for the new depressed double
track main line, it will be necessary to construct approximately 5.6 miles of relocated track
connecting San Pedro Branch track near State Highway 91 overcrossing with the UP Santa
Ana Branch to provide undiminished Port ac¢ess to UP while by-passing the construction of
the trench. It is proposed to relocate the existing track alignment from the center of the
existing right-of-way to the eastern most edge.

The grade crossings listed in Appendices A through C will be reconstructed,
eliminating the existing hump in the roadway, and will have autonmatic crossing gates with
flashing lights and clectronic devices to provide constant waming time for gate operation at

the crossings regardless of train speed.

Applicant states that the relocated track will remain .in operation following

construction of the depressed trainway and its being placed in operation. However, the
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proposed configuration of the grade crossings in this application is an interim design intended
te exist only during the time of detailed design and construction of the pcmuinem bridges @hal
will support the street crossings above the depressed trainway. FEach of the bridges will of
necessity include in their design a final design of the Alameda Street East intersection and a
final design of the giade crossing warning devices, traffic signals, si'gnjng,'énd lane slrihping.
The' length of time of existence of the confi guration shown for the crossings in this
application is not precisely known at this time. Hm\_‘e'\'cr, it is estimated to exist, in most
cascs, from zeto 10 nine monhs. Moreover, ¥dep<‘:.r'1din'g"on the sequence of construction, the

ability to temporarily close the crossings, or- o co'nsl’ruc'lfdetou‘rs as determined by the’

contractor and public ¢éntities, the temporary situation may extend in some cases (o fourteen

months. 4 .

Commission authority to construct the grade separations for the streets above the
depressed trainway and the (ecOnﬁguraiion of this interim désigh of the grade crossings as
requested herein will bé‘subjea of subsccjue‘"nt applications as will authority to construct the
grade separations not 'im'olﬁng’lhe relocation of this up cb’nn_eciing track.

_ ACTA is the lead agency for this pro_lccl under the California Environmental Qua.lil){
Act of 1970 (CEQA); as amended, Publi¢ Resources (PR) Code Séclens 21000, ¢t seq. On
June 27, 1997, the State of California Clearinghouse advised ACTA, that it had complied
with State Clearinghouse review requirements for “draft environmental do¢uments, pursuant
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).” The United Slalcks Department of
Transportation issued a Record of Decision approving Alameda Corridor Project. ACTA had
previously prepared an Envitonmental Impact Report (EIR) on Janvary 1993, and an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in February 1996,

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project under CEQA and has
reviewed and considered ACTA’s cnviromnérﬁal documentation. The site of the project has
been inspected by the Commiission's Rail Safety and Carrier Division — Rail Crossings
Engincering Section stafl. Stafi’ examined the need for and the safety of the proposed grade
scpar’alio:is and related railroad construction and recommends that the application be

approved.
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The application is in compliance with the Commission’s filing requirements,
including Rules 39, 40 and 41 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure which relates to the
construction and m'deni'ng of public highway crossings and separations over a railroad. A
site map of the grade crossing and separations is as shown on plans attached to the
application and Appendices A through C. o

In Resolution ALJ 176-3005, dated Decentber 7, 1998, thé Commission préliminarily
categorized this application as ratesetling, and preliminarily determined lhat_hea}ings were
not necessary. No protests have been received, and Thc'ConlmissiOn’s‘Rail Saféty'ras".d
_ Carriers Division recommends that this application be granted. Given these de\'ei'opn'l‘ents,‘
pudblic hearing is nol necessary, and it is not necessary to disturb the preliminary
determinations made in Resolution ALJ 176-3005. _ |

This is an uncontcsted niatter in which the decision grants the relief requested.
Accordmgl), pursuant to PU Code Sechcm 311 (g) (2), the otherwise appllcable 30-day

petiod for public review and comment is bemg waived.

Findings of Fact

I. Notice of the application was published in the Commission Daily Calendar on

November 19, 1998. No protests have been received. A public hearing is not necessary.

2. ACTA requests auihorily, under Public Utilities Code Sections 1201-1208, to
relocate 17 single-frack highway grade crossings, two single-track grade separations, and one
single-track grade separated railroad crossing over the former Southern Pacific
Transportation Company’s San Pedro Branch Line track, now owned by ACTA and operated
by the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP), in the County of Los Angeles, Cities of South
Gate, Lynwood, and Compton, as set forth in Appendices A through C, and as more fully
described and indicated by text and plans attached 1o the application.

3. The Alameda Corridor and related rail projects are required to provide improved
goods movement, to accommodate the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles growth, reduce
highway congestion, reduce air pollution and noise, which will benefit adjacent residential

and industrial arcas.
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4. Public convenicnce and necessity require relocation of the grade ciossings and
construciion of the by-pass track, in ¢onnection with the Alanieda Corridor project, as set
forth in Appendices A, B, C, and as more fully described fn the application.

$. Public safely requires that all crossings that are not grade separated be protected by
automatic waming devices as sel forth in Appendi*': C aftached to this order.

6. ACTA is the lead agém:) for this project under CE QA, as amended.

7. The Commission is a respOnsnblc agency for thls pro;ec! and has reviewed and
considered the lead agency's EiR, EIS, and U.S. Departmem of Transportation Record of

: D~.c1510n ‘

, Conclus:on of Law

The app]:cauon should be granted as set forth i in the following order.

IT IS ORDERED that: ‘

1. Alameda Comdor Transportation Aulhom) ‘(ACTA) is authorized to relocate 17
smgle -rack highway grade crossings; two $ingle- track grade separated htgh\\a) crossings,
and one grade-separated railroad ¢rossing belween Plreaione Boulevard grade crossing and
Auto Drive Soulh inclusive, in the Cities of South Gate, Lynwood and Compton. The entire
project is in Los Angeles County, as more fully described in the application and as set forth
in Appendices A, B, and C.

2. Construction and maintenance of the crossings shall be in accordance with the
provisions of General Order (GO) 72-B. | '

- | 3. Crossing waming devices shall be in accordance with the provisions of GO
75-C, and as set forth in Appendix C and as more fully described by text and plans in the
application.

4. Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26-D. Walkways shall conform to

GO 118. Walkways adjacent to any trackage subjeet to rail operations shall be maintained
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free of obstructions and shall be prompily restored to their original c0nd1t|on in the ev ent of
damage durmg construction. '

5. Constryction and maintenance ‘Cosls_sha!l be borne in accordance withan -
agreement entered into between parties. A copy of the agreement shall be filed by ACTA
with lhe Commission's Rail Safety and Carriers Division priof to commencmg construcllon :

6. Within 30 da)s afler c0mp1et|on of lhe work under this order, ACTA shall notify
the Commission in \mtmg that the authorized work w as completed. '

7. This éiiihQrizdlfon shall ex_j’)ire if not exercised m‘lhiﬁ three years unless time is
extended or if the aboi’e céndi.l'ions' are not complied with. :\utho'riiafiioh may be revoked or
: modll'led if publlc convenience, necessnl), or safet) so fequire. -

; Thc appl:cat:on is granted as sel forth above.
- Apphcauon 98- l 1 010 is closed.
This order is eflecu\ e 30 da) s from toda)

Dated April 1 1999, at San Francisco, California. .

RICHARD A. BILAS
President 7
HENRY M. DUQUE
JOSIAH L. NEEPER

Commissioners
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As part of the projecli’ to 'corislfud the Alameda "Corridor, the Alameda ’:Conidor—
Transportation Authority (ACTA) proposes to construct a By-Pass Track Project, \'\'hich‘
concerns the ulocatlon of . appro‘umately 5.6 miles of the former Soulhem Pacnﬁc
‘Transportatlon Compan) San Pedro Branch Lme track, now owned by ACTA and operated
by the Union Pacmc Rallroad Company (UP) The By- Pass Track project includes
relocahng. (a) 17 smgle track railroad- hlglma) grade crossmgs (b) two smgle~lrack
railroad- hlgh\\a) grade separauons and “(c) one smgle-tr_ack ralquqdfrallroad , gradq
| separalmn as set- forth‘belov. -

() Rclocatmg 17 smgle frack ralerad high\\ a) grade crOSSmgs.;

Name of Sueet : ) - PUC Crossmz N DOT Crossing No.
Fitestone Boulevard - BG-489.50 . - 7476588 -
Southern Avenue & 92 Street BG-489.80 : 747659H
Tweedy Boulevard © o BG-490.30 , . 747660C
Martin Luther King Boulevard ‘ BG-4%090 . 747669N
Feinwood Avenue ' BG-491.30 - 7476MpP
Imperial Highway =~ _ BG-491.46 .
Lynwood Avenue - BG-491.80 L T47678M

‘\Weber Street - - , BG-49220 747682C
El Segundo Boulevard ' BG-49240 ‘ 747683)
Pine Street & 134* Street BG-492.80 747684R

. Elm Street ' . BG-493.50 -~ M47686E
Palmer Avenue BG-493.60 7476871

. Cémpton Boulevard - BG-493.80 T 7476887
Laured Street | BG-4%4.00 747689A
Alondra Boulevard BG-494.30 - 747691B

" Greenleaf Boultevard - BG-494.80 747693P
Auto Dr. South BG-495.09 ..

.
2.
3.
g
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

- ————
Mo aRwNNe

Relocating two single-track rallroad-highway grade separations:

Name of Street PUC Créssing No. DOT Crossing No.
1-108 Overhead BG-491.50-A 747674K
Rosecrans Avenue BG-193-30-A 747685X

Relocating one single-track railroad-railroad grade scparation:

UP over Metro Green Line tracks: UpPMP, 491 .49
Metro Green Line M.P. 9.00
The Metro Green Line is in Median of 1-105 Freeway.
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APPENDIX C

_The grade crossings will be reconstructed, eliminating existing hump in the roadway, and

will have automati¢ gate-lype signals and electronic devices to provide constant waming time

for gate operation at the ctossings, tegardless of train speed, as set forth below:
Name of Street - E_\is!ingv : Proposed -
: L Waming Devices  Warning devices
Firestone _Boule\}ard C 3No.9 . - 4No.9
BG-489.50 - : ‘

* Southern Avenue & 92! Street 2No.9-A 4No.9
BG-489.80 T X
Tweedy Boulevaid = . 2No.8 2No.9
BG-490.30 o ) .
Martin Luthér King Boulevard - 2No.8 © o 2N6.9A
BG4%0.50 . . 2No.8-A I1No.8-A
Fenwood Avenue S 2Ne.8 2No.9
BG-191.30 : 1No.§
Impésial I:l‘igh\\"ay , .4 No.9 , - 4No.9

. BG-491.46 . =
Lynwcod Avenus o . 2No.9. -
BG-491.80 , o 1No.8
Weber Street - 2No.9 C2No. 9
BG-492.20 : : I 1 No. 8
£ Ségundo Boutevard 2 No.9-A " 4No.9
BG-49240 _ o
Pine Street & 134% Street 2No.9-A ~ 2No.%A
BG-19280 -

Elm Street 2No. 8 2No.9
BG-493.50

Palmer Avenue I No.3 2No.9
BG-493.60 o

Compton Boulevard 1 No. 4 2No.9
BG-493.80 '

Laurel Street 2No. 8 2No.9
BG-191.00

Alondra Boulevard 2No.9 4No.9
BG-4%94.30 '

Greenleaf Boulevard , 2No. 8 4 No.9
BG-494.80 :

Auto Dr. South 4 No.9 4No.9
nG-495.09




