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PUBLle UTILlTIES COMMISSION OF THE STATB OF CALIFORNIA 

Rcsolulion ALJ-161 
Administrataw Law Judge Division 
July 17, 1996 

RESOLUTION 

Establishes Intcrim Rules for Implementing the Dispute R~solution 
Provisions of SlXtion 2S~ of the Telecommunications Act 

of 1996 and Sets Out a Comment Process Prior (0 Adoption of Final Rules 

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 has provided that in order to encourage 
competition in the telecommunications market. telecommunications carriers should h\lvc 
c~rtain obligations and duties lowaid other telccommunications carrieis. Seelion 251 of 
Ihe act describes the.sc duties and obligations. specifically including interconnection and 
access to services and ne.twork clenients. Section 252 provide.s that agreements rnayhC 
entered into between incumbent local exchange carriers and other telecommunications 
carriers. Section 252 of the act also provide.s that these agreen'lents must be approved by 
the state regulator)' cornmission according to certain defined standards. This section of 
the act also provides that a state commission may assist negotiating parties in reaching 
agreements through mediation and/or compulsory arbitration. 

Finally the Act provides that an incumbent local exchange carrier may file with 
the state commission a statement of generally available terms. The state commission 
must approve or reject this statenlcl'lt within 60 days of its submission or allow the 
statement to go into effect while the commission continues its review. 

The following interim rules. Appendix A to this Resolution. provide the 
procedures to be followed when the commission has received a: 

1. reque.st to provide mediation; 

2. request for arbitration; 

3. request to approve an agreement; 

4. request to approve a statement of generally available terms. 

If the agreement was arrived at through negotiations Or mediation. then the state 
commission shall approve or disapprove the agrcenlenJ within 90 days of the submittal of 
the agl'cen'lent (or approval. If the negotiating parties fail to voluntarily entct into an 
agreement. then a party may request arbitration between day 135 and day 160 following 
the request for negoliat.ions. if the agreement is arrived at through arbitration, then (he 
tOlrulinle from the initial request (0 the LEe for negotiations and the arbitrator's 
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proposed resolution shall take no longer than 9 months. The state commission mllst 
approve of,disapprove the agreement within 30 days ofsubmiUal. 

These rules will accon\mooate requests (or dispute resolution presented to the 
COlllmission pursuant to Section 252 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Interested 
parties are invited to file comments on or before July 26. 1996. Comnlcnts should 
identify any proposed changes to the i[.lterim lules and provide an explanation for such 
requests. 

, In addition to commenting on.the specific proce,sse.s sfl forth in the rules, parties 
are encouraged to comment on two additional topics. First. parties should conln)tnt on 
whether the Commission should consider the use ()f private mediators or arbitrators to 
undertake the mediations and arbitrations requested in sC'('tions 2 and 3 of the rule.s. In 
commenting on this topic Parties should address who should bear the costs for such' 
private mediators and arbitrators and how the)' should be selected. Second, parties should 
address the relationship of the timing of complelion of unbundling efforts underway in 
the Open Access and Network Architecture proceeding, R. 93-W-003n. 93-<»-002. with 
the approval of interconnection agreements and resolution of intetconnection disputes 
contemplated pursuant to the rules and the effcct the relath'e timing may have on the 
completion ofinterconneCtion 19reements, whether negotiatcd or arbirrated. 

Comments arc to be filed in the Commission's Local Exchange Competition 
docket, Rulemaking (R.) 95-04-<»3nnvcstigation (I.) 95-o.t-0.t4. An additional copy 
shall be provided to the Chlef of the Telecommunications Branch of the Commission 
Ad"isol)' and Compliance Division. 

Finally. so that the Commission may anticipate potential requests for re.solution 
under these ruks, we will requite Pacific Bell and GTE California to provide to the Chief 
Administrative Law Judge current and updated lists of parties who have requested 
negotiations pursuant to the Telecomrnunicalions Act of 1996. 

IT IS RESOLVED that the interim rules set forth in Appendix A to this 
Resolution for implementation of Section 252 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 
arc hereby adopted for implementation. 

The Executive Dircctor shall cause a copy of this resolution to be mailed to cach 
appearance in the Local Exchange Conlpctition proceeding, R.95-O-t-Q..J3n.95-()..I-f»4 and 
the Open Access and Network Architecture proceeding, R.93-Ot-003n.93-04-002. 

Interested parties may file comOlents on the interini rules On or before July 26, 
1996. Comments should be filed in the Local Compedtion dockets, R. 95-04-(»3/ 
1.95-O-t-044. A separate copy of any comments shall be provided to the Chief of the 
Telecommunications Branch of the Commission Advisory and Compliance Division. e Conmlents should indicate requested changes and provide an explanation for any request. 
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Pacific BeU and GTIl California shall within 10 days notify the Chief 
Adnlinistrative Law Judge of any parlies who have requested negotiations pursuant to the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the dale on. which e~h initial request for -
negotiations was received. They shall also notify the Chief Administrative law Jlidgc of 
any additional requests (or negotiations within 10 days of when those initial requests are 
re(eived. 

Due to the imminent need to have interim rules in effect. this resolution become:s 
effective today. 

I certify -thatlhis resolution was adopted by the Public Utilities Commission at its 
regular meeting on July 11. 1996. the (oJlowing Commissioners approving it: 

~~.~ 
WESLEY:FRANKi.1N 

Executive DirectOt 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
President 

DANIEL Wm. FESSLER 
JESSIE J. KNIGHT.-JR. 
HENRY H. DUQUE _ 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Coualaslohers 



Intcrtnl Rules GO\'crntng Applications pursuant to the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 

Rule I. Gtneral Rults 

Rule 1.1 Definitions 

The tem)s defined in the Telecommunications Act of 1996 are generally applicab!e to 
these interim ruJes. Certain exceptions are as follows: 

Commtsslon means the California Public Utilities Commission 

FCC means the Federal Communications Commission 

1996 Act means the Telecommunications Act of 1996 
- - -

Mediation means 3 process in which the Commission assists negoliating parties to 
reach their own sotution. 

Arbitration means the subnlission of a dispute to a Commission arbitrator for a final 
decision. 

Request means an application to the Coinmission for relief under the 1996 Act. 

Request fot Negotiation means the first date on which an incumbent local exchange 
carrier recch'es a written request to negotiate pursuant to the 1996 Act. 

Rule 1.2 HUng Procedures 

All filings under these rules shaH comply with Rule I and Rules 2-8 of the Commis­
sion's Ru1es of Practice and Procedure. In addition, any agreements filed pursuant to 
these lUles shall also be filed in electroniC form (PC compatible diskette) in Hyper Text 
Markup Language (HTML) fomlat. 

Rule 1.3 Conflicting Rules 

All requests filed pursuant to Sec. 251 and 252 of the 1996 Act will be governed by 
the Commission·s Rutes of Practice and Procedure unless such rules are in conflict with 
the rules contained herein. If there is a conflict, the rules herein will apply. 

Rule 2. Request for Mediation 

Rule 2.t \\rho may Request 

Any party t6 a negotiation may file a request at any time that the Commission medi~ 
. _ ate any differences preventing all agrc4!ment. 



Rule 2.2 Appointment of Mediator 

e Upon receipt of a reque-st for mediation from a part)' engaged in negotiations for an 
agreement fot interconnection, services, or unbundling of network elements. the Commis­
sion's President or a destgnee tn consultation with the Chief Administrative 1.aw Judge, 
shaH appoint a qualified Mediator to facilitate resolution of an disputes involwd in the 
negotiations. 

--

Rule i.J l-'i1ing of Parties' Statements 

Within 15 days of the filing of a request (or mediation. each part)' ·to the negotiations 
shall submitl.:> the Mediatot a written statement summarizing the dispute and shall (ur­
nish such other nlaterial and infomlalion to familiarize the Mediator with the dispute. 
The Mediator 013)' require any part)' to supplement such infonl1ation. At tl1e Mediator's 
discretion, following consultation with the parties. such statements may be mutually ex­
changed by the parties. 

Ru1e 2.4 Initial Mediation Conference 

Within 10 days of the filing of the parties' slatenlents, the Mediator shall cOllvene an 
Initial Mediation Conference. At the Initial Mediation Conference. the parties and Media­
tor shaH discuss a procedural schedule. The parties and Mediator shall also attetnpt to 
identify, simplir),. and linlit the issues to be rcsolwd. Each party should be prepared to 
present its case infomlally to the Mediator at lhe Initial Mediation Conference. 

Rule 2.5 Conduct of the Mediation 

The Mediator, subject to the rules contained herein. shall control the procedural as­
pects of the mediation. 

Rule 2.6 Mediations Closed to the Public 

To provide for effective nlcdiation. participation in mediations is strictly limited to 
the parties that were negotiating an agreement contemplated by Sections 25 I and 252 of· 
the 1996 Act. All mediation proceedings shall remain closed to the public. 

Ru1e 2.7 Caucusing 

The Mediator is (ree to meet and communicate separately with each party. The Me­
diator shaH d~dde when to hold such separate meetings. The Mediator may request that 
there be no direct communication between the partie-s or between their representatives 
without the concurrence of the Mediator. 
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Rute 2.8 JoInt Meetings 

_ The Mediator shall decide when to hold joint meetings with the parties and shaH fix 
the time and place of each meeting and the 'agenda thereor. F(mnal rules of evidence shaH 
not apply (or these me-clings (IT any portion of the mediation proceeding. 

Rule 2.9 No Stenographic Record 

No stenogr<tphic record of an)' ~rtion of the medialion proceeding shall be taken. 

Rule 2.10 Exchange of Additional Information 

If any party has a substantial need (OT docume-nls or other material iI, the possession 
of anolher palty, the parties shall attempt to agree on the exchange of req'uested docu­
ments or other material. Should t~ey fail to agree ~ either party may request a joint meet­
ing with the Mediator who shall assist the parties in reaching agreement. At the 
conclusion of the mediation process, upOn the reque-st o( a party which provided docu­
ments or other material to one or mOre mediating parties, the recipients shall return such 
docume-nts or material to the originating part)' without retaining copies thereof. 

Rule 2.11 Request for Further Informatton by the Mediator 

The Mediator may r~quest any medIating party to prOVide clarifica.tion and additional 
infoml3tion necessary to assist in the resolution of the dispute. 

Rule 2.13 Responsibility of the Parties to Negotiate and Participate 

The parties are expected to initiate proposals fOT resolulion. Each party shall provide 
ajustification for any temlS of resolutions that it propOses. 

Rule 2.14 Authority of the l\lediator 

The Mediator docs not have the authority to impose a selllement on the parties but 
'shall attempt to help then\ reach a satisfactory resolution of the dispute. The Mediator is 
authorized to make oral and written recommendations of resolution at an)' point in the 
mediation. ' 

Rule 2.15 Reliance by Mediator Upon Experts 

During the mediation the Mediator"may rely on experts retained by, or on the Staff 
of. the Commission. Such experl(s) shall assist the Mediator during the mediation proc­
ess. 

Rule 2.16 Impasse and Recommended Resolution of Mediator 

In the e\'ent that the partie.s (ail to reach resolution of their differences. the MediatOr. 
before temlina.ting the media.tion. shall submit to the parties a final proposed agreement. 
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If a part)' does nol 3C\'ert Ihe Mediator's proposed agreement, il shall advise the Mediator 
of the spcdfie reasons [or its refusal within Ihe 10 da)'s of Ihe Mediator's issuance of the 
propose-d agr.:ement. 

Rule 2.17 Trrmlnation of the Mediation 

The mediation s.hall be tClminatC'd upon any of Ihe foUo",ing (I) execution of a me· 
dialed agreement by the mediating parties. (2) ser\'ing of a wriuen dedaralion on the 
other parties and the Medi~,to(. b)' a party thai the mediation proceedings are terminated. 
or (3) presentation of a wriuen &;claration to the parties and to the Commission by the 
Mediator that furtherdfoits at mediation would be rutile. 

Rule 2.t8 ConfidenUalily 

(a) The entirc mediation ptocess is confidential, except (or the terri1s of the finat 
mediated agreen'tenl. The parties. the Mediator and any participating Cominis· 
sian experts shall not disclose information regarding the mediation process, ex· 
cept the final mediated (eons. to any CommiSsioner or nonparticipating 
Commission Staff. nor to any other third parties. unless all parties agree to disclo­
sure. ptovided, howcwr~ that the Commissioners ma}' be informed of the identify 
of the participants and in the most g~neral manner of the progress ,of the media­
tion. The confidentiality of the mediation is covered by Rule 51.9 of the Commis­
sion's Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

(b) Except as the parties otherwise agree. the Mediator shall keep confidential any 
\Hillen materials Or other infomlation submitted to the Mediator. All records. re· 
ports, Of other documents reteiwd by the Mediator while ser\'ing in that car!lcity 
shall remain (onfidenlial. The m<!dialing parties and their representati\'es are not 
entitled to receive or review any such materials or information submitted to the 
Mediator by ano~her party or representative. without the concurrence of the sub· 
mitring party. At the conclusion of the mediation, the Mediator shall return to the 
submilling party all wriuen materials and other information which that plrty had 
pro\'ided the Mediator. 

Rule 2.18.1 Confidentiality To Be Maintained fn Subsequent Proceedings 

The Mediator shall not be compelled 10 dh'ulge records, documents and other infor· 
mation submitted to him or her during the mediation proceeding, nor shall The Mediator 
be compelled to testify in regard to the mediation, in any subsequent adwrsarial proceed­
ing or judicial forum. The parties shall maintain the confidentiality of the' mediation and 
sha11 not rely on. or introduce as evidence in any arbitration, judicial or other proceeding, 
any of the foHowing (3) "iews expressed or suggestions made by another party with re­
spect (0 a possible resoJution of the di~pute. (b) admissions made by anothe~ party in the 
courst of the mediation. (c) proposals made Of views expressed by the Mediator. or (d) 
the fact that another party had or had n('l indicated willingness to accept a proposed 
agreement made b)' the Mediator. 
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Rule 2.19 11ost·Agreeme.nt Procedure 

e OIice the parties rC\lch final agreen~nt during th;s process, the)' shaH submit the pro­
posed ag(~cnle'nt to the Commission for approval. The proposed agreen~nt should con­
tain a showing that (I) the negotiat~d agtecnle'nl would not discriminate against a 
te1~ommunk3tions carrier not a part)' (0, the mediated agreemenl; (2) its imp!C!llentation 
would be consistent with the public' interest, convenience and necessity; and (3) the 3gre~· 
ment would meet the Commission's ser\;ce quality standards for telecommunkati9ns 
services as wen as the requirements of aU other roles. regulations. and orders of the Com­
mission. 

Rule 3 Request for Arbltratio,n 

Rule 3.1 Filing 

A party to a negotiation entered into pursuant to Sec. 2S1 of the 1996 Act may file a 
request (or arbitration.' . 

Rule 3.2 Time 10 File 

. A request fOr arbitration 1l1ay be filed not earlier than the 135th day nor later than the 
I 60th day (onowing the date 6n which an incumbent local exchange carrier receives the 
request for negotiation. The arbitration shan be deeme<l to begin On the date or .he filing 
before the Commission of the request (or arbitration. 

Rule 3.3 Content 

A request (or arbitration nlust contain: 

a. A statement of all unresolved issues . 

. b. A deScription of the position of all parties to the negotiation on the unre­
solved issues. 

c. A description of all issues discussed and resolved by the parties. 

d. Dirt'<'t testimony supporting the requester's position. 

e. Documentation that the request complie.s with the lime requirements Of the 
1996 Act. 

Rule 3.4 Opportunit)' to Respond 

Pursuant to Subsection 1S2(b)(3) o(the 1996 Act. any party to a negotiation which 
did not make the request for arbitration (Urespondent") may file a response to the reque-st 
with the Conlmissi6n within 25 days ofthe request (or arbllration. The responseshall ad­
dress each issue listed in the request and de-sccibe the respondent's position on these is­
sues. The res.ponse shall also pr~sent any additional issues fot which respondent seeks 
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r.:solution and provide suth additional information and evidence necessary for the Com· 
mission's re\'iew. Finall)'. the response should contain any dir.:ct testimony supporting 
the respondent's position. 

On the same day that it files its response before the Commission, the respondent must 
sen'c a copy or the Response and all supporting documentation on :my other party to the 
negotiation. 

Rule 3.S AppoIntment of Arbhrator 

UpOn receipt of a request for arbitration, .the Conlnlission's President or a designee 
in consultation with the Chief Adniinistrath'e Law Judge. shall appOint an Arbitrator to 
facilitate resolution of th~ issues raised by the request and response. 

Rule 3.6 Initial Arbitration Meeting 

An Arbitrator may caU an initial rnecting (or the purpose of ~tling a schedule. simpli­
(ying issues. or resolving the scope and timing of discovery. 

Rule 3.7 Arbitration Hearing 

Within .5 days of the filing of a response to the request for arbitration. the arbitration 
hearing shall begin. The conduct of the hearing shall be noticed on the Commission calen­
dar and notice shaH be provided to all parties on the service list. 

Rule 3.8 Limitation of Issues 

Pursuant 16 Subsection 252(I}l)(A) of the 1996 Act. the Arbitrator shall keep Ihe ar­
bitration limited to the resolution of issues raised by the negotiating parties. Howe\'cr, in 
resolving these issues. the Arbitrator shaH ensure that such resolution meets the require­
ments of the 1996 Act. 

Rule 3.9 Arbitrator's Reliance on Experts 

During the arbitration. the Arbitrator may rely On experts retained by, or on the Staff 
of. the Commission. Such expert(s) shall assist the Arbitrator prior to and during the hear­
ing process and shall also assist the Arbitrator in reviewing the record for purposes of (or­
mulating an arbitrated agreement. 

Rule 3.10 Close of Arbitration 

All evidence shall be presented and heard within five days of the hearing's com­
nlencenlcnl, unless the Commission detemlines otherwise. 
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Rute 3.11 Expeditoo StE'nographtc Record 

An ex~ditcd stenographic rcrocd of each arbitration ~a.ring shall be made. The cost 
of preparation of the expedited (ranscripfshall oc borne in equa1 shares by the parties. 

Rule 3.12 Filing of Post-Hearing Briefs and Recommended Arbitrated Agreements 

Each party to the arbitration may file a pOst-hearing brief with an attached recom­
mended arbitrated agreement. Such documents shall be filed wilhin sc\'cn days of the fil­
ing of the expe-dited hearing transcript unless the Arbitrator ~Ies otherv.ise. Post-hearing 
briefs shaH summarize relevant pOrtions of the recommended arbitrated agreement and 
shaH pre·sent a partfs argument in suppOrt of adopting its recommended arbitrated agree­
ment with all suppolting evidence and legal authorities cited therein. The length of post­
hearing briefs may be llmited by the Arbitrator and shall otherwise comply with the 
Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

Rule 3.13 Authority of the Arbitrator 

The Arbitrator shaH have the same authority to conduct the arbitration hearing as an 
Administrative Law Judge has in conducting hearings under the Rules of Practice and 
Procedure. 

Rule 3.14 Participation in the Arbitration Hearings 

Participation in the arbitration process is strictly limited to the partie.s that were nego­
tiating an agreement pursuant to Sec. 2'51 and 252 of the 1996 Act. 

Rule 3.1S Arbitration Open to the Public 

Though participation at arbitration hearings is strictly limited to the parties that were 
negotiating the agreements being arbitrated. the general public is pcnllilted to attend arbi­
trating hearings untc·ss circumstances dictate that a hearing, Or portion thereof, be cOn­
ducled in closed session. Any part)' to an arbitration desiring such treatment shall file a 
motion seeking this relief and describe the circumstances compelling such relief no later 
than 15 days before the scheduled hearing date. The Arbilrator shalt consult with the as· 
signed commissioner and issue a decision on such motion before hearings begin. 

Rule 4 Applications for Appro\"al of Agreements entered tnto pursuant to Sections 
251 and 252 

Rule 4.1 Agreemenls reached by negotiation Or mediation 

Rule 4.1.1 Content 

Applications fOr approval of agreements reached by negotiation or mediation shan 
contain a copy of the agreement. The agreement shall itemize the charges for interconnec­
tion and each se[\'h~e or network element included in the agreement. 
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Rule 4.1.i Time for CommIssIon Action 

e The Commission shall reject or appro\'e the agreement within 90 days of submission 
of an application for appro\'al. If the commission fails to oct within the speCified time 
then the agreement is deemed approved. 

Rule 4.1.3 Comments by members of the PubUe 

Any member of the public (including the parties to the agreement and competitors) 
may fife comments concerning the negotiated agreement Within 30 days of the submis­
sion of an application for appro"a1. Such con'lments shaH be limited to the standards foc 
rejection pro\'ided in Rule 4.1.4 

Rule 4.1.4 Standards fot Rejection 

The Commission shan reject an agreement If it finds that: 

a. the agreement (oc pOrtion thereof) discriminates against 3 telecommunica­
tions carrier not a party to the agreement; oc 

b. the implementation of such agreement oc pOrtion is not consistent with the 
public interest, convenience, and necessity; or 

c. the agreement violates other requirements of the Commission, including. 
but not limited to, quality of sen'ice standards adopted by the Commission. 

Any order rejecting an agreement shall contain written findings as to the deficiencies. 

Rule 4.2 Agreements reached by arbttration 

Rule 4.i.t Hling of Arbitrator·s Report 

\Vithin 20 days following the submission (Rute 17 of the Rules of Practice and Proce­
dure) of the proceedings, the Arbitrator shall adopt and file an Arbilroltor's Report. The 
Arbitratoc's RepOrt will include (3) 3 concise summary of the arbitrated agreement, (b) 3 
summary of the material evidence present, (e) a summary of the arbitrating parties' re­
spective positions, (d) a discussion of the issues, and (e) the fina1 recommendation of the 
Arbitrator discussing in del3.il, with citations (0 relevant legal authoriti<,-s and evidentiary 
support. the merits of the arbitrated agreement The arbitrating parties' respective cecom­
mended arbitrated agreements shall be attached as exhibits to the Arbitrator's Report. 

Rule 4.2.'2 Filing of Arbitrated Agreement 

Within 10 days of the filing o( the Arbitrator's report, the parties shaH fife the enlire 
agreement. 
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Rule ".2.3 Comments by members of Ihe Public 

e An)' member Qf the public (induding the parties to the 3gre~ment) may file com­
ments concerning the arbitrator's 'report arid/ot the arbitrated ageeement within 10 days of 
the filing of each. The scope Of such comments shall be limited to the ~tandards for re­
vicw provided in Rule 4.2,5. 

Rule 4.i.4 C~mmlsston Re"lew of Arbitrated Agreement 

Within 30 days following filing of the arbitrated agreement, the Commis.sion shall is­
sue a decision approving or r~jecting the arbitrated agreement pursuant to Subsection 
252(e) and al1 its subparts. of the 1996 Act. If the commission fails to act within the 
specified time then the agreement is deemed approved. 

Rule 4.2.S Standards for Re,'lew 

Pursuant to Subsection 252(3)(2)(8) of the 1996 Act. the Commission may reject ar­
bitrated agreements that do not meet the requirements of Section 251 of the 1996 Act. the 
Feels regulati()ns pre,scribed under Secli()n 251. of the pricing standards set forth in Sub­
section 252(d) of the 1996 Act. PUrsuant lo Subsection 252(e)(3) Qf the 1996 Act. the. 
Commission may a1so reject agteen'lents \vhich ,-iolate other requiren'lents Of the Con'lmis­
sion. including. but n()llirnited to. quality or service standards ad()pted by the Con\mis­
sion. 

Rule 4.2.6 'Vrittcn Hndings 

The Commission'S decision approving or rejecting an arbitration agreement shan con­
tain wriuen findings. In the event of rejection. the Commission shaH address the deficien-
cies ()f the arbitrated agreement in writing and may state what modifications of such ' 
agreement would make the agreement acceptable to the Commission. 

Rule 5 Application ror Appro,'al of Statement of Generally A ,'ailable Terms 

Rule 5.1 Time for Filing 

A Bell Operating Contpany may file a statement of generally available tem1S (0 com­
ply with Sec 251 of the t 996 Act, 

Rule 5.2 Coinments by members of the Public 

Any member of the public may file comments conceming the statement of generally 
a\'ailable ternlS within 30 days of (he submission Of the statement for approval. Such com­
ments shall be limited (0 the standards fot re\'iew provided in Ru1e 5.4. 
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Rule S.3 Commission Rnlew of Statement of Generally Ayallable Term~ 

The Commission shaH reject the Slaten'lent of generally ~\'aHable tcmlS within 60 
days of its submission or the statement shaH go into effect The Commission may con­
tinue to review the statement after it has g<lne into dfect.. 

Rule S.4 Standards for Re\"lew 

The C()nlnlission shall reject a statement ifh finds th.lt it does not meclthe require­
ments of Section 251 of the "996 Act, the FCC;s tegulations prescribed under S~lion 
251. or the pricing standards set forth in Subsection 252(")of the 1~6 Act. PUrsuant to 
Subsectioil252(e){3) or the 1996 Act; the Commission may also tejrctagreenlents which 
violate other requirements of the Comnlission, including. bulnot limited to, quality of 
service standards adopted by the Commission 

to 


