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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION Of THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

R('sotution AI.J-176-29S6 
Administr.l\i\'c taw J\llige Di\'ision 
I~hruar}' 4, 1998 

RESOLUTION ALJ-176-2986. Ral~fic<'tion of preliminary dctl"'rminations 
of ('~'tegor)' for proceedings initiated by applic.ltion. The prdiminaty 
determinations arc pursuant to Article 2.5, Rules 4 and 6.1 of the 
Commission's Rules of PMcticc and PrOC\."'tlun.~. (Sec also Rule 63.2{c) 
regarding notice of assignment.) 

The Com.mission's rules and prOC'Cdures which implement the requirements of Senate 
Bill (5B) 960 (Leonard, eh. 96-0856) are, for the most p.ut, found in Article 2.5 of our 
Rules of Pr.1Ctice and Procedure. 11le rutes and prOC&iUfeS were adoph.~ hy the 
Commission in D.97-11-021, which describes more fuJI}' the b.lckground to the 
deVelopment of these rules. Rule 4 describes the formal proceedings to which the S8 960 
rutes (Article 2.5) apply. Rule 6.1 rcquin."S the Commission to prdin\inarily dett:rmine a 
pro-~~ing's C.1tCgOl}', whether the proceeding rCc.luires a hearing, and designate an 
Assigned Commissioner and Administr.1Uve Law Judge. Rule 6.I(a) stlltCS that the 
preliminary determination of (\1 tcgo ry is not appe.,lab!e but shall be confirmed or 
changed by Assigned Commissioner's ruling. Unless and until a prelim.inary 
detcrmiIlation is changed by such ruling, the preliminary determination of category 
gO"C[JlS the applicability of the other reforms that SB 960 requires. Rule 63.2 pro\'idcs 
for petitioning the Commission to reassign a proceeding to another administr.lti\'e law 
judge. Rule 63.2(c) ('st,lblishes the time for filing such a petition. For pur~lo~s of 
Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assignment is the day this prcliminary c.ltegorization appe.us 
in the D.lil}' Calendar following the Commission business meeting. 

The Categories 

S8 960 makes sweeping chang('s in many aspects of the Commission's pr.lcllccs in an 
effort to impro\"e the qualit}' and timeliness of Con\mission decision making. It ([cates 
three categories of proceedings: adjudk,\lory, r"t('setting, and quasi-fegisJl1(i\'e. nle 
applit,'bility of lilany of the changes it t('(}uitcs depends upon th~ c.ltegory assigned to 
the proceeding. For example, the eX parte rutes which appJ)' differ if the prOC\.."'CC..iing is 
c<ltegorized as adjudic.1tory r.lther than quasi-Iegislativc. The Lcgislalure defined each 
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of the-S(' pr()(·\.~iur,'l c,ltegories in $('cHon 7 of SB 960. Consiste-nl with these de-Hnitions, 
the rules pro\'ide that: 

III Adjudic.ltory' proCC'C<ihlgS arC': (I) enfor(('ment hwcsUg.\tions into 
possible violations of any provision of st,llolor), Ill\\, oc ocdec oc rule of the 
Commission; and (2) complilints ag.linst cegutlloo cntitics, including 
those complaints that challe-nge the 'l(,ClU.1C), of a bill, but excluditlg those 
complaints that challenge the rC'.lsonablelless of r.ltes or chargC's, past, 
present, or (utucC'. 

'''Ratesctting' prO«.'cdings are procccdings in which the Comnlission sets 
or in\'('Stigates C.ltes (or a specific.,lly nan\ed utility (or utilities), or 
establishes a mechal1isnl that ill tun, sets the r.,les foc a specifically named 
utility (or utilities). 'R"tesctting' procccdillgs include complaints that 
challenge the fC'asonabfclless of c.l!es or charges, past, prC'scnt, or (uture. 
For purposes of this Arlidt', other proceedings may be categoriz{'(.i as 
r.ltt?Setiing as described in Rule 6.1(c). 

"'Quasi-Iegislative' prOC\."'Cdings arc pr()('('('ditigs that est.lblish ~lolicy or 
rutes (including generic r.lternakhlg policy or rules) a((ccting a class o( 
regulated. entities, iJ\ehlding those proceedings in which the Commission 
im'('slig.ltes .reltes or pr.lclices for an entire feguJatro industry or class of 
entities within the industry." (Ru1t's S(b), S(c), and S(d).) 

Mixed or Unclear Categ6ry Proceedings 

For a proceeding that may fall into n\orc than one c<ltegor}', the rules allow parties to 
rCCOmn\elld that the COJ'nmission pick the 1110St suitable c.ltegor}', or to r('Commend 
di\'iding the subject matter of the proceeding into differC'l\l phases Of one or mote new 
proceedings, e.,eh with its OWI1 category. The rules pro\'ide that a proceeding that d()('s 
not dearly fit into allY of 5B 960'5 defined c.llegories will be- conducted under the ndes 
applicable to the r.ltesetting c.,(egory. As such a procC('(iing matur('s, the Commission 
ma}' determine that the rules applicable to ont' o( the othef categories, or some hybrid 
of those rules, would be bettef suited to the proceeding. 

As st.l(ed ill 0.97-06-071, r.ltescttil1g proceedings typic. lily hwoh'e a mix of 
policyn1aking and factfindillg relating to a particular public utility. Bcc<lUse proa."'Cdings 
that do not dearly (.,n within the adjudic.,tory or quasi-Iegislatl\'e c<ltegori('s likewise 
typicall)' itlVoh'e a mix of potic}'Jl\aking and facHindin~ the ratesclling procedur('S arc, 
in geller.l1, prder.lblc for those proceedings. 
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Next Steps 

As Sf.ltN (loon', this preliminary determination of ('<ltegof)' is not app{".:t1.1hl~. Once 
intcrestoo p.ulil's have had an oppofhmit)' to rl'spond to the initiating par1ts proposcd 
c~ltegof)', the preliminafY determination shall be c()]lfirm~ or changed by Assign~ 
Commissioner's Ruling pursuant to Rule 6(a)(3). This Assigned Commissioner Ruling 
may be (lppe.llcd to the (u)) Commission pursuant to Rule 6.4(a). PMties have 10 days 
after the ruling is mailed to appe(ll. R('Spons('s to the (I~lpc(ll (lrc allowed und('f 
Rule 6.4(b), (lnd must be filed and selved not later than 15 days after the ruling is 
mailed. The (uti Commission will consid('r the (lppcal. 

Any party, or person or entity dcctarhlg ml intC'ntioll to become a parly is elititled to 
petition fOf reassignment of the procro.iing to another Admjnistr~lli\'e L'\w Judge, as 
deSCribed in Rule 63.2. Such a petition must be filed no later than 10 days after notice of 
the (lssiglll11ent. ror purposes of Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assignment is the day this 
preliminary <\ltegorization (lppears in the D,lily CaleI'tdar following the Commission 
business mecting. 

C6nclustOr'l 

The COlllmi§SiOll has rcviewed the initial pleading of the utility appJic.lIlts listed in the 
attached schedule and has made a preliminary dctermination of c.ltegor)' and need for 
hearing, consistelH with the rcquircn\ents and definitions of Arlide 2.5 of its lules. 

IT IS ORDERED that each procccding listed in the attached schedule is preliminarily 
categorized, the need for it hearing is noted, and an Assigned COlllmissioner and 
Administr.,tlvc Law Judge arc designated as shown on the attached schedule. 
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I certify that the fOTegoing r('solution "'ilS duly introou<X'd, paSS('(i, and adopted at a 
conference of the Public Ulilities Commission of thc 5t-ltC of California held on 
February 4, 1998, the fo1lowing CommissionC'fs \'oting f,wor,lbly th('fcon: 

-4-

tJ~j~~. 
. <,' •. ""; '-'~"'~ """, ';.' 

\VESLEY 1\1. FRANKLIN' . r.' .. :. 

Executh'c Director 

RICHARD A. BlLAS 
PfcsidCl'lt 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 
J05IAII L. NEEPER 

CommissionC'fs 

" 

., -. . ' 
, ~. 

~' . 
.... .t,,' 

.- ~'.-... "'" 
- -," ;"\ 



PRELll\11NARYDElE!4l11NATION SCHEDlJLES • ALJ RC$o!ulion • ALJ 176·2986 (21~t98) 

- IlROPOSEI) PRI\I.JMINARY III~ARING 
NUMBER SHOJ{T TITI.H CATI~GOR\' DETERMINATION nXPECTEIl CO~IR AIJ 

"98·01·012 Southern California G:\s- Quasi·legislative Quasi·legislative Applicant KNIGHT EeONO~m 

Company. (ot a limited Says 
exell1plion to the "Maybe" 
Commission's "(filiate 
Tnms3<:-H()1! Rules 

0-

"98-01-013 U.S Pil}'phonc, Inc., for .. Ratesclling Rateseuing NO o NtA EXAMINER 
registration as-an LEurLA 
interexchangc carrier 
telephone corpomti6n 

1\98-01-014 San Diego Gas & mectric Rateselling Rateselling YES NEEPER MINKIN 
Company, for authority to 
implemellt a dislribulion 
performance-based 
r'ltemaking mechanism --

A98-01-015 Southern California Gas Ratcselling Ratcselling Applicant eO~LON CAREAGA 
Company. for authority to Says No 
sell its storage field in 
Montcoctro, California 

1\98-01-016 Calls for less, Inc., dba en., "'Rate selling Ratcselling NO N/A EXA~IINER 
for registration as an LEUrLA 
intcr~xchangc carrier 
telephone corporation 

* NDIEe Rcgistmtion Applicatiol'l 



PREIJt\1INARY DETE.1IN/\TION SCI-IEDULES 
ALl Resolution - AU 176-2986 (2/-11')8) 

Il){OPOSEU 11IUU.l~tlNAln' HEARING 
jlt\U~Il'ER SIIOl{TTITI.E CATEGOl{\' IlETERMINATION I~)\lll\(;lrl~() CO~IR ALJ 

"98-01-017 Telstar International, InC'., for *RatesC'uing Ratesetting NO N/A EXAMINER 
registration as an LEUTZA 
intcrexch:mge carrier 
telephone corporation 

A98-01-018 Tele-Global *Ratesettillg Rateseuillg NO N/A EXAMINER 
Communications, Inc., for LEUTZA 
registration as an 
illtercxchange carrier 
telephone corporation 

A98-0I-0I9 Searles Domestic Water Rateselling Rateseuing Applicant DUQUE WEISS 
Company. Harris Chemical Says No 
Group. Inc .• and IMC Global. 
Inc. for authority to transfer 
control of Srarks Domrslic 
Water CompaJl)' to (MC 
Globa). Inc. 

A98-0I-020 Dino BOllcttO. dba Los Ratcsetting Rates.:-Hing I\pplic.mt DUQUE WEISS 
Guilicos \Vater Works; and Says No 
Glen Ellen Water Co., LLC; 
for authoril)' to transf.:-r Los 
Guilicos \Vater \Vorks from 
Dino BOllCHo to GI.:-n Ellen 
Water Co .• LLC 

* NDiEC Registration Application 
Page.' 2 



PRELlrvlINARY DETElellNATION SCHEDULES 
ALJ R('solurion - AIJ 176·2986 (21-1198) 

I~ROllOSEIl PRl~LlMINAn\' III~ARING 
NUMBER SIIOR1' TITI.I{ CA1;EGORY nl~TERMIN'\TION RXPECTEIl CO~IR AIJ. 

1\98·0I·0il Omniwerx. fOf a cerlificiite Rate-setting Rateselling NO KNIGHT O'DONNELL 
of public convenience anti 
necessit)· to o(X'riite as a 
rescller of local exchange. 
inlerexcharigc and \\'in~1ess 
telecommunications 

1\98·01-022 Omniwerx. fOf registration as *RatesC'tting RatescUing NO N/A EXAMINER 
an intcrexchangc canier I.EUTZA 
telephone company 

1\98-01-023 Choctaw Communications, Rate-setting Ratescuing NO KNIGHT O'DONNELt. 
L.C .• fOf a certificate of 
pubJic conwnien('~ and 
necessity to offer fesold local 
exchange and intcc('xchangc 
sen'ices 

~ 

* NDlEe Rcgistmlion Application 



PRELHvlINARY Dl~TEtetINAl'ION SCI-IEDULES 
ALl Resolution - ALl 176-2986 (2/·1/')8) 

PROrOSEl) PHln.1~lINA U\' III~ARING 
NUMBER SIIORTTITI.E CATEGOU\, nKrER~IIN'\TION RXPEGTEIl CO:\IR ALJ 

A98-01-024 County of l.os Angeles, (or RateseHing Rateseuing NO NfA EXAMINER 
an onkc authorizing the KOSS 
county to COOStr1ICt a bike 
path across the railroad 
tracks of the Southern 
California Rcgional Rail 
Authority along the 
Tholllpson Creek Channel at 
crossings 2-107.I-D:md 
nnO-SI2.S4-D located in Ihe 

-
Cit)' of Pomona, County of 
LA 

A98-0I-026 Nova Telecom, Inc., foc * Rateselling Rateselting NO NfI\ EXt\~'INER 
cegistration as an LRUIZA 
intecexchange carrier 
telephone c(lcporation 

1\98·01-027 Star Telecom Network, Inc., *Rateselling Rateseltlng NO N/A EXAMINER 
for registration as an LRUTZA 
interexchangc carriec 
1('I('phonc corporation 

"98-01-028 Infotech *RatesNling Ratesetting NO N/A EXAMINER 
Telccommunications and LEUTZA 
Network. Inc., for 
regislHltion as an 
intcrexchange carrier 
telephone corporation 

* NDJEC Registration Application 
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PRELHvlINARY DETE.l1NATION SCHEDULES 
ALl Resolution - AU 176-2986 (2/-1198) 

11ltOPOSEI> PIU\I.I~IINAln' HEARING 
NU~lnl\R SIlOH.Tl'ITI.R CATE(~ORY IlETERMINATION EXPECl'Ell COMR ALJ 

A98-02-001 AT&T CQrp. (AT&T), Rntesctling RatesC'lIing l\ppJic3nl Nm~PER MCKENZIE 
TclepOJl CommUllkations Says No 
Group Inc. (Tde) .md TA 
Merger Corp .• for nuthority 
to transfer control of TCG"s 
three California utility 
subsidiaries, TeO S:tn 
Francisco. TCa Los 
Angelc:s. nnd TCa San 
Diego to AT&T 

A9S-oi-OO2 1\,clfiCol'p. for a limited Qu 3si-legislati \·c QU3si-fegistali\'e AppJicant BILAS EC()NO~IE 

exemption from ,,(miate Says No 
transaction rules 

1\98-02-003 Pacific BeU. for a third Quasi- legislat ivc QU3!;i-kgisJati\'c YES KNlGIlT ~1"TrSON 
triennia) review of the 
reguiatolY framewolk 
adopted in D89-1O-031 
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