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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Resolution ALJ-176-29S9 
Admia'listrclH"e L1.W Judge Division 
March 26, 1998 

RESOLUTION A LJ-176-2989. Ratificcltio}'l of preliminary determitlations 
of ccltegory (or proceedings initiated by applkatiotL The prdiminar)' 
determinations arc pursuant to Article 2.5, Rules 4, and 6.1 of the 
Comn'lission's Rules of Pfclctice and Proo.""<iure. (Sec also Rule 63.2(c) 
reg<uding notice of assignment.) 

The C0l11wlission's niles and prri<\.--durcs which in\ptenle'llt the rcquiremellts of Senate 
Bill (58) 960 (Lronard, ch. 96-0856) arc, for the tnost pari, found ill. Article 2.5 of our 
Rules of Prclctice and Proo.""<iurc. The rules and procedures wete adopted by the 
COrl\missi01\ in 0.97-11-021, which d"cscribes nlore Cully lhe b.lckground to the 
de,'elopment of these nIles. Rule 4 describes the Cormal proceedings to which the 58960 
rules (Article 2.5) apply. Rule 6.1 requires the Conlnlission to preliminarily determine a 
pr()('('cding's c,llegory, whether the protccding requires a he.uing, and designate an 
Assigned Commissioner and Adll1inlstrilti\'c Law Judge. Rule 6.I(a) states that the 
preliminary determination oC category is not appealahle but shall be confirmed or 
changed by Assigned Comtnissh:nler's filling. Unless and until a preliminary 
detetrnination is changed b}' such ruling, the preliminary determination of c.ltegory 
goven\s the applicability of the other reforms that 58 960 requires. Rule 63.2 provides 
for petitioning the CommissiOll. to reassign a proceeding to aIlother administr.llh'e law 
judgc. Rule 63.2(c) establishes the linie for filing such a petition. For purposcsof 
Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assignmellt is the day the assignments associated with this 
preliminary categorization document appear in the D,lily Calendar following the 
Commission business Jlleeting. 

The Categories 

S8 960 makes sweeping changes iIl. many aspects of the Commission's prclCtices itl an 
effort to impro\'e the quality and till\eliness of Commission decision making. It creates 
three categories of prOCeedings: adjudicatory, r.ltesetlilig, and quasi·legislall\'e. The 
applicability of l'tlany of the changes it requires depcl\ds upon the c.,tegory assigned to 
the proceeding. For example, the eX parte rutes which apply differ if the proceeding is 
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c(ltegorizCtt as adjudkcltory mlh('f than quasi-Iegislati\'(". The l~gisl,'lure dl"fined ~.lCh 
of these proccdltrcll categories in Section 7 of SB 960. Consistent with these definitions, 
the rtlles provid~ that: 

IIIAdjudk.lrory' pr()(,(,(,(!ings ar~: (1) ('nfotCt"mcllt ilW("stigclUons into 
possible violations of any provision of sti\tutory law or ord("r or rule of the 
Commission; and (2) compJ'lints against regulatoo cntitiC'S, including 
those coIl\pJaints that challenge lh~ aC(ur.l')' of a bi1l, but ~xduding thost:' 
complaints that challenge the re.lsonab!eness of f.ltC'S or charges, past, 
pr~sent, or fulure. 

"'Ratcsetting' proceedings arc proc('('(ihlgs in which the COIl\l'nission sets 
or inv~stigates rates (or a spedficaU}' named utility (or utilities), or 
~stab1ishes a mechanisn\ that in tun\. sets the rates for a specific.llly l1an\oo 
utility (or utilities). 'Ratcsettil\g' prOC\.~dings include complaints that 
challel\ge the rcasonablencs.s Of r.ltes or charges, P,lst, prcsent, or futurc. 
For purposes of this Artide, other ptocC<XIings n\ay be c.ltegorizcd as 
ratesetting as described in Rule 6.1(c). 

"'Quasi-legislative' piOCt'Cdings are proceedings that establish policy or 
rules (including generic r,lten\akitlg policy or rules) affecting a class of 
regulated eillilies, including those proceedings in which the Commission 
in\'~stigates r,ltes or practices for an entire regulated industry or class of 
entities withhl the industry." (Rules 5(b), 5(c), and 5(d).) 

Mixed Or Unclear Category Proceedings 

For a pr(')«'eding that Illay fall into Illore than one C.ltcgorr, the ndes allow parties to 
reconi.meli.d that the Commission pick the most suitable categoT)', or to r('('omlllend 
dividing the subject matter of the procC<XIing into diHerent phllS('S or one or more new 
proceedings, ~ach with its own category. The rules prOVide that a proceeding that docs 
not clearly fit into allY of SB 960's dcfil\oo categories will be conducted undct the rules 
applicable to the ratesetting category. As such a prOC\.X'ding matures, the Commission 
may determine that the rules appHcable to one of the other c.llegorics, or some hybrid 
of those rules, would be better suited to the prO«'edtng. 

As stated in 0.97-06-071, ratesetting ptocccdil\gs typic.1Uy involve a Jl\ix of 
poJicyn\akhlg and factfinding rdating to a particular public utility. Bcc.U1SC proceedings 
that do not cle.uly ("II within the adjudicator}' or quasi-legislative c~ltcgories likewise 
typk.:tII}' invoh'c a mix of policyn\aking and fa(tfinding, the rateseHlng procedures are, 
in gener.ll, preferable (or those proceedings. 
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Next Steps 

As st.ltOO elOO\,(', this preliminary detNminalion of c(ltegory is not apPc.1lable. Once 
intNestoo parties hav(' had an opportunity to r('sp{'Hld to the initialing party's propoSNt 
< .. ltegofY, the prdimhlary detcfll\ina'tion shall be confirmed or changed by Assigned 
Commissioner's Ruling pursuant to Rule 6(a)(3). This Assigned Comn\issioncr Ruling 
mil}' be appealed to the full Commission pursuant to Rule 6.4(a). Parties have 10 days 
after the ruUng is n\aiJcd to app"aJ. RespollS('s to the appe,ll arc allowed under 
Rule 6.4(b), and must be filed and served (lOt later than 15 days after the ruling is 
mailed. The full Commission will Consider the appeal. 

Any party, or person or elltlty declaring an intention to become it party is entitled to 
petition for re,lssignn1ellt of the prOC\.'('dit\g to another AdnlinistraH\'c Law Judge, as 
described in Rule 63.2. Such a petition must be filed nO later than 10 days after notice of 
the aSSigllll\(,llt. For purpoS('s of Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assignment is the day the 
assignnlents associated with this preliminary c<ltegorizaticHl document appe(u in the 
Daily Calendar following the Comn'lission business meeting. 

ConclusIon 

The Commission has reviewed the initial pleading of the utility applic .. mts listed in the 
attached schedule and has nladc a preliminary deteni.l.ination of category and need (or 
hearing, consistent with the requiren'lents and definitions of Article 2.5 of its rules. 

IT IS ORDERED that each proceeding listed in the attached schedule is preliminarily 
categorized, and the ('teed for a hearing is noted. 
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I cC'rtir)· that the (or~goillg r('solution was dul)· introduced, passed, and adoploo at a 
conference of the Public Utilities COJllmission of the State of Ca1ifonlia held on 
March 26, 1998, the (oHowing Con'\mission~rs \,oth\g fiwoT,lbly th~roon: 
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RICHARD A. BILAS 
Pcesidellt 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 
JOSIAHL. NEEPER 

Conlr'nissioners 



A1J/BAR/l!lrj~RELI~\'IINARY DETER~'IINATION SCHEDULES 

R('sollliion AU 176-29S9 (3116198) 

I'ROrOS[O I'R":U~IINA R\' I U:'\RIi'\G 

l'W~1UER SIIORT TITU~ CATEGORY IlEl'ER~IIN:\ TIO~ I-:XrECTEO 

A9S·02-052 DU)'-:'fS Unito:'J Into:'rnltion~J,In..·., (or tRA11~SETnNG RATESF.1TING NO 
(-:'l,Zistration 3S an into:'K(("h~ns~ ("arrke 
I.:-krhon.: cQrporation 

A98-03-015 C«al Communic...ltions,lo.:., dro.: tRAlCSETflNG RATESElTING NO 
1l00iJ.l Coral Comm.linkitions, 10.:., (or 
ro:gislr3tion as an int.:ro:'~("h~ng~ ("Mrkc 
to:kphon.: corpoc.ltion 

A98-03-017 KC\in Olha Ch:lmbo:rs, db.l Ch~mbo:rs RATESETIING RA TESETTING NO 
Aif(X""I{l Exrr~ss. (IX 3c~ftifk"t~ oC 
puNio: conwnkn.:c and n,xessity. (or 
3u\hoIi\)" to ~{.l!~ 3S 3 ('3ss~ns~r 
s(n'kc ltuwghoul Abm .. '<h ar.J Ccolr.l 
COiU Coonli.:s 

A93-03-018 N..:uronh .• ln.:_ liba Ullh N":llfonh .• ln.: .• tRATESETfiNG RATESETn:-:G NO 

(\.'1 r':iistrJ!ion 3S an int.:-rc\dung.: 

i~ (",micr tekphone ("\."\f}X'f.1ti\ln 
, 

A9S-03-019 P.lCific Bdl, (or 3u\horl\)" 1o transrer RATESETn~G RATESErfl~G NO 

anJ!\.\( k:ts..:' 3ss..:lS U$~-J (or r~Si'J.(l.'h anJ 
dewlorm.:-otto T.xhM!o~y Resour("~s. , 
to\:'_ 

A9S-03-Q1O Oomingll\.'z Wa!er Comp:my. Russi:m RATES ETfi i'\G RATESETH~G NO 

Rhw M':\o.l~.:meni C(lmr;lny, d.b.3. 
Rlndl\.") Dd P.uaJiso Wata C('ml'my. 
anJ rhillip. J.ln.:'l, Jcs~ anJ G~yc 
Guidoui, (or an cx r:trl~ C>flkr 
authorizing the ~quisilion c( 
sub5-t.lnli.l\ly all of t~ utility ass.:-ts of 
RlrKOO [)d P.lrJJiso Wala Company b)' 
Domingu~z \Vater CClmpJ.ny 

A9S-03-0~1 D..~minglK'z \Vat.:-r Comp,my. Russi.ln RATES ETTI i'\G RATESETfiNG KO 

Riwr Manlg.:nh:ol Com",n)'. d.b.3. 
Arm~trong Val!.:y \\':!t.:-r Coml'lOY. anJ . 
Phillip. J.lnel, Jcs~ anJ Gaye GuiJoUi, 
(I."\[ an ex rarl.: or&r authorizing th~ 
a...-quisition of subs!anli.llly all of l~ 
utility as.sclS of Armstrong Valk)' Wata 
Cl'mp..1ny by I>vmingu.:-z Water 
('(lml'lny \ 
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PRELI~rIlNARY DETERl\nNATION SCHEDULES 

R~soll1tion AU 176-2989 (3/16/98) 

PRorOSED IlRF.U~lIX"RY IIE:\RI~G 

:\U~lOER snORT TITI.E CATEGORY IlETF.R~IIN'\ TIOS ExrECTED 

A93-OJ-012 Town (If Trud.;ce. fN 3uthNit), to RATESErnNG RATES!:'TTING NO 

constnxl a crossing ~t Stplf.lt.:-J ff;\<,ks 
conn...~lir.,:?: Dvn~r l\lss Ro.lJ 3nJ West 
Riwr Str~t 300 track ohho! Union 
Pa.:-if~ Rlilr('lr..i C0011'-1n),. SQcoctin1o!s 
r~rC(rN to as 'h.:- ·'\\'ts!.:-rn Und.:r 
Crossing" 

A93-03-0H AWk Vlllq R:ln.:hos W.ltcr Cornp.ln) .. RATESEITfNG RATES ETrt NG YES 

(N 3uthNity to ina.:-.ls,:- r:lles t.)' 
SI,195.453« IS.llk in 1999; $119.216 
or 2.8'k in 1000; t.)' $2S0,511 or 2.1 ~ 
in 2001 

~ '!- .. -•• 

A9S-03-01S S~ti~rn C3Iif('>(nb. G3S C()mp.ll'l)', l(I RATFSF.TII:-\a RATESETfll"G l'\O 

c st.lbl ish Cor~ Puf~h.ls..-J Gas AC~Olmt 
ImN.b.no..~ B:mJ 

:, . 
A93-03-016 C) nthb SJno.kfS db...l ~ Link Shuul~ ,RATESErn:-'G RATES Ern:-'G ~O 

" 

Sl'I\kc, (or :luthority (,1 or-:f.lte as 3 
I'lssen~':f S'l~~ ~tw\Xn ~~rtlin (,,)rtil'OS 
or S:lf'l Di.:so (In on.: h:tnJ antI ~':rI:tin 
(,">Clil'GS of S:m Di.:~o anJ SJn Di.:~o 
AifJ''C1 

A9S-OJ-On f(~-.}.:'Il\ C(lmmunkalions Corr·,lIt>·l t RATESE-nIXG RATESETnXG KO 

rc~wm T.:k~'Ill. for r.:!!htr.llil~n as ~m 
inltr.:-\dl.lnf~ ~·.\ni.:-r l.:l.:-rho~ 
c~">CJ'l'C ,\1 kin 

A9S-OJ-01S St,u Dir" .... ' Td" .... oO). tn.:., (Of tRATESETn:-'G RATES ErfiNG KO 

r~ijS!ralion 3S an inta~,chln~.:- (.lrrke 
Id.:{'hon.:- co..">Cp0r.ltit'\n 

1\9S-03-029 Southern Californi3 Water COIllp.1n) .. (Of RATESE1'TI:-'G RATESETn~G YES 

aUlhl'Yit>· to ina.:.l5': r:lt~s b)' S66I,700 
or lUI~ in 1999; b)· S249,OOOO( 
9.11 ~ in 2000; anJ by $25S,800 0( 

9.19~ in 2001 in o.:serl Dislrict 

* NDIEC Rl'gislration Application 
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PRELl~1INARY l)ETER~'IINATION SCHEDULES 

R.:solution ALJ 176·2989 (J!l.6/9S) 

I'ROrOSEO rRF:U~Il:-;"RY IIEARI~G 

:\U~IBER SIIORl'TITLl-: CATEGOR\' (lETF:R'IINATIO~ EXI'ECll-:O 

~ 

A9S-03·030 Sl)Uth~m C'atifocnh W:\t~r Comp3n),. for R"TESETn~G Rt\TESETn~G YI~S 

:UJthVfily 1\) in.:c.:-.lsC rltes by $ 1,291,300 
(\( 11.3-1~ in 1999; $119,700 Of 2.20% 
in 2(X1(), and $313,300 (\( 2.41 'k in 2001 
in Sln Oim-li DiSlfi.:t 

A93·03-031 Soutl-~rn Ca1ifomb Wat~r Comrany, foc RATE$ETfI~G RATESETn~G YES 

aUlh«ily to in.:«u .. ~ (.\t~s by $ t. t 93,900 
(\( 25.8-1% in 1999; $160.800 Or 2.18% 
in 2000. anJ $190.600 (>( 3.22% in 2001 
in Sln G1blkl \':l1Ic)' Distri.:t 

.' 

A9S-03-031 Souihi'm C:llifornL, Watec Comp.:,"y, for RATESETfI:-\G RATES Ern:-\G YES 

auth«ity to ilKreJ.sc fltes by $3.286.200 
(>( I7AS£'{' in 1999; SI,tiO,200 ot 5.06~ 
in 2000. anJ SI.I93.400 (\( 5.13~ in 
2001 OrJ.n~e Dj~trid 

.. . 

A9~·03-033 Southern C31ifNni3 Watcf COnlp.lny. for :RAT~SETn:\G RATES ETfll'\G YES 

authNilY to in.:r':-J.$t! rates fot' watcf 
sen k~ in ils OjJi Custonlo:f Scn'ice 
Are.lanJ irxr ..... lSe rJI .... s fl"l( lh.:- Gcn .... r.11 
om ... "\: Alkx.l!ion in:lll of ils cuslom .... r 
s~C\'ke 3r .... as in this arrti.:'.ltion 
induJin~: ArJ .... n·C~Jo\·:I. D.l)' (''-'int. 
C ...... :ulJ\e. Los Osos, S3nl.] ~lJri:l. Simi 
V.lllq·, CbrenlOnl. (brstow, Ca!ir.\tri~l. 
\\'ri~hlwl'''. anJ B~.u ""aU.:)' E ..... dri.: 

,\95·03·03-1 Soullli'm Cali (\.'I{niJ W.1taComp..lil)'. for R ... \ TESETn~G RATES El""flKG YES 

:lUlhot'it)· (0 irKfeJ.se rat~s b)' 

$13."'I.SOOor 2!.S6~ in 1999; 
S3.261.300or4.6-t~ in iOOO. anJ 
53.455,200 '-"'f -I.70-x in 2001 in 
MClrl'rotitln Distrkl 

A9S·0J .. OJ5 rcSTC, 1£,..-., dN P.,..-ifi.: C(>.lSI Sithl RATESEl""n~G RATESE1TI~G NO 
S.:-.:ing Tours. foc c .... rlifkal~ of publi.: 
cOn\·.:'llkn.:~ aoJ n...~.:'ssity tQ()r-=rat~ as 
a r.l5So..'nger sl.lf~ corporalion for 
sch..-JukJ :lnJ (10,,(.111 s.:'C\ke owr Ill.: 
most Jir~-.:t (('ulcs: t-.:-tw~en los Anf.:'!.:'s 
lnt.-rn.ltion.11 AirJ'l..'fl :lnJ Jl>hn \\·a>n .... , 
Air('Oft on t~ ('Ai' h..lnJ. and pb.:('s in 
the c,-'I11Il1\miti.:s in Oran.;.:- County on 
lh.:- oth.:'r h.1nJ~ ~nJ l:'i'lw~n John Wa)~ 
Air('<.ltt in Or.lllt.:- Count)' on the 000: 

hanJ, and pt."'-i'S in Ih~ ("\.'mmunilii's in 
O(..ln~.:- C,-'unl)' on lh.:- (llh...-r tunJ 

* NDIEC R~gislralion Application 
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