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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

lksohtHon Atj-176-299-1 
Administr,lli\'c LlW Judgc Dh'ision 
June 4,1998 

RESOI~UTION ALJ-176-299-1 .. Ratiric.ltion of prellminar)' determinations 
of c<'tcgor}' (or proCCcditlgS initiated by application. The prdimitlary 
determinations arc pursuant to Artide 2.5, Rules 4, and 6.1 of the 
Commission's Rules of Pr.lctice and PrOC('dure. (Sec also Rule 63.2(c) 
rt:'g.uding notice of assignment.) 

The Commission's rules and prOfi'tiurcs which implemel'lt the requircments of Senate 
Bill (5B) 960 (I.eonard, ch. 96-0856) art:', for the most part, found in Artide 2.5 of our 
Rules of Pr.lcticc and PrO«'Clurt:'. The rules and l,>rocoourcs were adopted by the 
ConHllission in 0.97-11-021, which de'scribes n\ore (ully the background to the 

. dc\'c1opmcnt of the'se rut('S. Rule 4 describes the (ormal proceedings to which the 5B 960 
rule'S (Article 2.5) apply. Rule 6.1 requifl"'S the Commission to prcliminaril}' determine a 
proceeding's c.llegory, whether the proccediJ\g rcquircs a hearing. and de'signate an 
Assigned Comnlissioner imd Administr.ltive Law Judge. Rule 6.1(a) st.ltes lhat the 
prcliminary determinatiOl'l of c.ltegor), is not appe.llahle but shall be confirmed or 
changed by Assigned Commissioner's ruling. Unless and until a prelimiIlary 
de'termination is changed by such ruling, the preliminary determination of c.ltegory 
go\'erns the applic.lbility of the other reforms that 5B 960 requires. Rule 63.2 provides 
(or petitioning the Commission to reassign a proceeding to another administr.ltivc law 
judge. Rule 63.2(c) establishes the lime (or filing such a petition. For purposes of 
Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assignment is the d,lY the assignments associated with this 
preliminary c.ltegorization document appe.u in the D,lily Cale~ldar (ollowiIlg the 
Commission business meeting. 

The Categories 

5B 960 makes sweeping changes in many aspects of the Commission's pr<\Cti(('s in an 
effort to improvc the quality and timeliI1.css of Commission decision making. It cte.ltes 
thrt.'C categories of proceedings! adjudic.ltor)', r.\tesetting, and quasi-Iegistatiw\. The 
applic.lbilit}, of n\any of the changes it requires depends ttpon the c.ltegory assigned to 
the proceeding. Por example, the eX parte rule'S which apply differ if the proceeding is 
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(\ltegoriz~i as adjudi('tltOI)' r.lthef than lll1.lsi·legisl,lli\'e. The L('gisl,lhtrC defined (\"h 
of the-S(' proC('dur.ll (\It('gorie5 in $('cOon 7 of SB 960. Consistent with the-se definitions, 
the rules pro"ide that: 

." Adjudk.ltory· proc('cd ings arl": (1) enfon.'Cnlent i1l\'("stig.ltions into 
possible \'iolations of any provision of st.lhltory 1.1'" or ordef Of rule of the 
Commissionj and (2) compl'lints ng,linst regulated ('ntitiC'S, including 
those complaints that chall('nge the accur."y of a bill, but ~xdudil\g those 
complaints that challenge the (easonab!ellC'SS of r.ltes or charges, past, 
prt:'sellt, or (uhut:'. 

IIIRatesetting' proa."'Cdings arc procecdings in which the Conl.mission sets 
or i1wcstig.lles r.ltes (or a specific,llly (lamed utility (or utiJitie-s), Of 
l'st,lblish('s a mechanisI'n that itl tUTll sets the r.ltes for a specific,llly named 
utility (or utililiC's). 'Rat('sl'tting' pfll<:'C'('dillgS include complaints that 
challenge the re.lsonabkness of r.ltes or charges, past, prescnt, or future. 
For purposes of this Article, other proctX'd.ings ma}' be c.ltegorizro as 
r.lteseUing as described ill Rule 6.1 (c). 

"'Quasi·lC'gislatl\·e' pr()('('('(fings arc proceedings that est.lblish policy or 
rulC's (includif'g generic f,ltcnl.aking policy Of rules) affecting a class of 
regulated entities, including those procero.ings in which the Commission 
iIwestig<ltes r.lles or pr.lctices for an entire regulated industry or class of 
entities within the industry.1I (Rules 5(b), S(c), and S(d).) 

Mixed or Unclear Category Proceedings 

For a prOCt.'Cding that may fall into more tha.n one c.ltegory, the rules allow parties to 
recommend that the Commission pick the nlost suitable e,ltcgory, or to Ttxonl.melld 
dividing the subject maUer of the procceditlg ill to different phases or one or more new 
proceedings, ("lch with its own category. 111e rules provide that fl proceeding that docs 
not de.uIy fit into au," of 5B 960's definet.i c<ltegories will be conducted under the rules 
applic.lble to the r,ltesetting ccltegory. As such a proa.'Cditlg matures, the Commission 
may determine that the rulC's applic.lblc to o]\e of the other e.ltegori('s, or some hybrid 
of those rules, would be better suited to the proceeding. 

As stated in 0.97-06-071, rateselting proccetiings typic.llly in\'ol\'c a mix of 
policymaking and factfillding rela.ting to a particular public utility. B('('ause pr()('('("(iings 
that do not cle<uly (.lll within the adjudic.llory or qlhlsi-legislaH\'e c,Hcgories likewise 
typic.lIly ilwol\'c a mix of policynl.aking iu\d f.1cUinding, the ratesetting procedures are, 
in genec.ll, prderc:lble for those procecdings. 
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Next Steps 

As slll.tcd atl{)\'~, this preliminary detC'rmination of c,ltegory is not app('.ll,lbfe. Once 
interested p.utic's h<\\'(' had an opportunity to respond to the initi,1Ung parly#s proposed 
c,ltt"'gor)', the preJiminar)' determination shall hc ronfirmt'rl or changt'rl b)' I\ssigned 
Commissioner's R\lling pursuant to Rule 6(a)(3). This Assigned Con\missioncr Ruling 
ma)' be "ppe,lled to the full Commission pursuant to Rule 6.4(a). Pc1£ties ha\'c 10 dars 
after the ruling is maile-..i to appe.l1. Responsl''S to thc appe.l' cue allowC'd under 
Rule 6.4(b), and must be fi1t'rl and served not later thall 15 days after the ruling is 
m,lil('d. The full Commission will consider the appeal. 

Any party, or person or entity dC('laring an intentiol\ to bccoJ'l\e a parly is entitled to 
petition (or rc .. lssigllment of the prOCl."'Cding to another Administrative taw Judge, as 
described in Rule 63.2. Such a petition must be filed 1\0 latN thaI" 10 days after notice of 
the assiglll\\Cllt. For plirpost's of Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assignment is the day the 
assignments associated with this preliminary c,ltegoriz.ltion doculllel1t appet1f in the 
Daily Calendar following th~ Commission business n\ccting. 

Conclusion 

The COlltlllission has rcviewed the initial pleading of the utility applictlnts listed hi the 
attached schedule and has made a prdilllhlary determination of ccltegory and need tor 
he.1£ing. consistent with the requircments and defitlitions of Article 2.5 of its rules. 

IT IS ORDERED that c.1Ch prOCl.wing listed in the attached schedule is prdiminarily 
Ctltegorized, and the nccd for a he.uillg is 110tOO. 
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I ('('(Ufy that the foregoing n."solulion W.1S c.lul), introduC\.--d, P"~~' and adopted at a 
('onfcrcl1re of the Public Utilities Commission of the Sttlte o( California held OIl June 4, 
1998" thl' (oBowing Commissionl'fs voting (.'\\'or,lbl), thl'rron: : ~ , 
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tJ~~~.; .... , 
\VESLRY M. FRANKLIN ". '. .. 

Exccuti\·c Dircdot 

RICHARD A. SILAS 
PCl"'SidCI'lt 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEBPER 

CommissiOl1l'rS 



PRELUvUNARY DIITRR?vUNATION SCHEDULES 

Resolution AL)·176-299-1 (61-1/98) 

PROPOSED rREtl~IINARY IIK\RI:\G 
:\lI~tRER SHORT Till,.; CATEGORY nEn:R'"N'\TIO~ EXp':Cn:o 

A9S-05-0H En~rdl E~rg)' RArr~rrrn~G ., " 
Sef\·i~'ts. 10.:., for 
rch¢.mng of Rts01uti~n 
G-3233 

A98-05-03O Bh.~ Van Joint Venluri" RA n3.S RITI NG RAl13.SfiTIING NO 
10 (>{'I:'rale as a lXlssen,gu 
SIJg~ COfJ''I[al!on 10 the 
(:\lenl r .. :quifN to enter 
inlo a CQIl\.'tssiooairc 
agrN-ment with Los 
Angeli's Inl .... rnatioo31 
Airport 

. A9S-05-032 FadliCom I nlernatiool'. 'RATESETI1~G RA1ESETIlNG NO 
L.L.C .• (0{ r.:-gistralion as 
an inlert:\(t.311g~ carrier 
ltkrOO~ C\."lfl"o.'I[ation 

A9S-05-033 SOuthern Calif(l{ni:t RATES EITI NG RAlT~EITnNG YES 
Edisoo Comp3.ny. for 
aWfo\"al ('If ronlract 
alOCndJ1)('nts 1l'\.'>:,--ssilatN 
by ioJustIy rnlflKluring 
N-IWCl:'n Soutocrn 
Califomil. Edison 
ComJ\1ny .100 AES 
PI3\."X'rila, Brc-a Puwc-r 
Parlners. Kern Rin'r 
Cogeocration Compa.ny, 
MiJway Sunset 
Cogenerali~,", OLS-
Can13.fitlo.OLS-Chino, 
Ontmo Cog.:'~ration. 
S)"camOfe Cog.:'n.:'ra!i('ln, 
.100 Walts C('lg~ntr3tion 

A9S-05-OJ-t Southern Ca1ifo{Oil RA1T~ETnNG RA 113.SETW'G "ES 
Edisoo Comp3.ny. ft'l[ 

3ulhority to I.:'a..~ 
3\·aibNc lanJ to E\·~r~$t 
S[Nag .. \ Ltc at thr~ 
serarate sil~s OR .< 
transmission line ri!i':hlS 

* NDIEe Registration Application 
** AppJkation for Rehearing of Resolution assigned to Legal Division. CategorizalionINcl'd for Hearing 
will be addre.ssed as n{'('ess3.I)' if the COllUllission subsequently grants rehearing. 



PRELUvllNARY DETER~1INATION SCHEDULES 

Rt'soJution ALJ-176-299-t (614/98) 

rROrOSI-:o rRI-:U~UNAR\' IIK\RISG 
Nll~IBER SHORT TITU,: CATEGORY oEn:R~I1NA TION .:XPEcn:o 

Qfwa)' 

A9S-0S-03~ DiamooJ Link, loc_. f(ll' 'RA ll~ETnNG RA rr~ffITINO NO 
registration as an 
interuchangt carrier 
telephone ("('ICJX'or3t ion 

A98-05-036 Padfic Oa'> and Ekxtrk RATES ETTI NG RA IT:.SH1TINO NO 
COOipan),'. for autlx'lril)' 
10 p"'rmil Telc-Vll¢ 
Syslems. Ioc. to use 
c':rlain FG&E optical 
fib.=-rs, caNes, poks aOO 
«her facilities 

A98-05-031 Isbnd N.n-igalion RAll~mTrNG RA tr:.srrITING Yr:.s 
COOlp3.!l),. Ioc., tiN 
Catalina IsbOO Wakr 
Transpoc1ation Co., for 
authority 10 iocrt'a.~ 

rales of fate aOO for an 
u p.:ule interim or&r 
authoriling tho.! same 

A93-05-038 PdI.'ific Bdl, for RA TESETTING RAIT:.SrrI-nNO YES 
authority for piking 
fkxibilit)' aOO to iocrt'a.~ 
prkcs of «rtain Cf'l'ralor 
st'n-ilXs, ~() reJuce the 
numbCr of I1l(lnthly 
dir"xtoiy -3..'SiSI3IX"e call 
311owaoces, 300 adjust 
('Ikes for four centru 
opliOll.l1 (eatun's 

1\98-05-039 TetQuest 'RATESIlITINO RATES mTI NO NO 
Communications, Ix .• 
dN Ad\-antage Plus., for 
rt'gislr3tion as an 
intaexdlJnge carrier 
ldephoO¢ n'\fIX"\fation 

* NDlEe Registration Application 
** Application (or Rehearing of Re-solution assigned to Legal Division. CategorizationINecd for Hearing 
will be addressed as necessary if the Commission subsequently grants rehearing. 



PRELU"fINARY OIITERl\1INATION SCHEDULES 

Resolution ,\U·116·:i99-1 (61-1/98) 

PROPOS EO I·R.:U~IlXARY ttEARU,O 
:-\u~18ER SHORT TlTn: CATEGORY (}I,:n:R~IINATIO~ EXrECTUl 

'\98·05·040 Southern ('alifornh RA 1T:.SfilTING RA 1T!SrrrrING YES 
r:disoo ('()mpao),. ror 
Nlk'r appro,-j ng ('(Intract 
rcstnxluring agrccffi{nl 
OClw«'o Soothcrn 
('alifo.-;" h p,tison 

. .' l 
COOlpat,)'. ~{llhc em 
hanJ, and Cj,y ()f 
Nati0n II B3},\ as trust~ 
f{l( the "lcst\~-ind 
AssDcialiol'l. Fr~-&ricl; 
W. Nob~t- and Wind 
Turbi~ Equipn~nt 
COO1ran)'~ ()n the other 
ha'ld 

A98·05·()U San Ditt:o Gas &. RA 1T~ETIIXG RA1T~ETnNG "F..s 
EIN"lrk C()mp.lOY. to 
rCf<'rfassessm.:-nts of 
ma!t'rbls 3nJ surrli.:-s 
inwntC'fio:s and 10 
("stablis.h prindpks 
fk'c\'s...~'U)' to arrraisc 
£O:lai~~ aSsets 

A98-05-0H Pacific Gas anJ HXlrit QUASI- tt U 

C()mrany. ff)f rdli'Ming LEGJSLATl\'H 
of Resolution E-3518 £\': 
Stanislaus County's 
r.:-qU<.~sl (or a 
Commission opinion on 
lh~ crflXl of the 
rrOr")x~ roorganil.!ti(ln 
or Pattason \\' ata 
District wilhln P..lo:ifi.:-
G;l$ and EJ.xtrk 
Company's scnkc 
territory 

,\98-05-046 Prcmio. Ioc .• (or t RA1CS lilTING RA TESllTfiNG :\0 
regis.tration as an 
inler~~x(hlnge (\lITiec 

telephone \.~mran)'. 

*.NDIEC Registration ApplicatlQn 
** Application for Rehearing o( Resolution assigned to Legal Division, CategorizatiOnINced for Hearing 
will be addressed as n('cessary if the COIl'tmission subsequently grants rehearing. 



PRELl~1INARY DETERl\1INATION SCHEDULES 

Resolution ALJ-176-299.J (614'98) 

PROroSEO rR.:U~IIN'\ RY IIK\RING 
NU~18ER SHORTllTLE CATEGOR\' In:l ER~IINATIO~ .:XllECTI-:ll 

A98-OS-0·U RCN Tel\"X"Clm Seni.xs *RATESIITfINO RA1T~ETIING NO 
(If Catir(l(ni.l, loc., ((I( 

registration as an 
internchang~ c"-frier 
tele-rlJone roml'3ny 

A9S-05-O-tS Pxifk Centre-x Senices. *RA TESETTINO Rt\1T~IITTING NO 
LLC, (or registration as 
an intecexct.ang~ carrier 
tderh~ roml'3ny 

A9S-05-O-t9 Sprint rol)·pOO~ tRA TESETfI~G RA ll}s HITI NG NO 
Sc-nirc$, loc. (or 
rcgistra!iClIl as an 
inlerexct.ango!! cJiricr 
(ekrhone romp.1ily 

A98-05-050 CUs-tom Tc1IXClnik"X"t, tRATESfflTING RA 1T~E1TI~G NO 
loc., ((I( registration as 
an intcrnchangc carrier 
IderlJooo rompan)' 

A98-05-05' Impulse CClmmunkation. tRAll}sETTING RATESETTING NO 
111("_, ((I( registration as 
an internch:msc carrier 
lekrlJonc rorporation 

A98-06-001 Pxi fie G3.S and EllXlric RAn!SETfiNG RA1T~mTING YES 
CClmpany. (ot a permit 10 

construct an ekctric 
substation, the Norl«-h 
Subslation. and 
associated pOwer liocs, 
kno\\n as the North San 
Jose C'ap.Jcily Projn:t 

* ND1EC Registration Application 
** Application (ot Rehearing of Resolution assigned (0 Legal Dh'ision. Categoriz3tion/Nccd for lIc-aring 
will be addressed as necessary if the Commission subsequently gn.lnts rehearing. 
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