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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Resolution Atj·176-2995 
Administr,'ti\'e Law Judge Di"ision 
June 18, 1998 

RESOLUTION ALJ·176-2995. Rati£k.1tion of preliminary determ.inations of 
c.,tegory (or proceedings initiated by application. The preliminary 
deteflllinations arc pursuant to Article 2.5, Rules 4, .md 6.1 of the 
Commission's Rules of Pc.lCtice at\d Procedur('. (Sec also Rule 63.2(c) 
fegMding notice of assignment.) 

The Commission's fules and procedures which implement the requirenlents of 
$(>nate Bm (SB) 960 (lconi\rd, eh. 96-0856) are, for the most part, found in Article 2.5 
of our Rules of Prtl.ctice and Procedure. The rules and procedures were adopted b}' 
the Commission in 0.97-11-021, which describes more fully the background to the 
de"ctopl\l('nt of these rutes. Rule 4 describes the formal prOC(.'('dings to which the SB 
960 (ules (Article 2.5) apply. Rule 6.1 requires the Con'l.mission to preliminarily 
determine a proccedillg's category, whether the procC('tiing requires a hearing, and 
designate an Assigned CommissiOl\er and Adlninistr.lllVe law Judge. Rule 6. 1 (a) 
states that the preliminary determination of c.llegor}' is not appealable but shall be 
confirmed or changed b}' Assigl\ed Conlmissioller's fitling. Unless alld lUllil a 
preliminary dcternl'natioll is changed by such ruling, the preliminary determination 
of cIllegof}' governs thc applicability of the other rdorms that SB 960 requires. Rule 
63.2 provides for petitioning the Con\mission to reassign a proceeding to another 
administrativc Jaw judge. Rule 63.2(c) establishes the time Cor Ciling such .l petition. 
For purposes of Rute 63.2(c), notice of the assigrm\ent is the day the assignn\cnts 
associated with thiS preHminar}' e.,tcgoriz.,tion document appe.lf in the D.,il}' 
Calendilr following the Commission business lll.cCting. 

The Categories 

SB 960 n\akesswecphlg chal\ges in many aspe<:ts of the COllu\\ission's practlces itl an 
efCort to impro\'c the qua.lit}' and timeliness oC Commission dcdsion making. It creatcs 
three c.,tegories of proceedings: adjudicatory, ratesetting, and quasi-legislative. The 
applic .. ,bilily of Ulat'\}' of the changes it requires depends upon the cMegory assigned to 
the proceeding. For example, the ex parte rules which apply differ if the proceeding is 
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(-'It('gorizcd as adjudictltor)' ftlther than qULlsi-Iegistali\·c. The I.cgislaturc defined (\leh 
of the'S(' proCt~hlr(,l cc1tl'goril's in S<xlion 7 of SB 960. Consistent with Ih('se definitions, 
the r111~ provide that: 

"'Adjudicator)" proc('('dings an"': (I) ('nforc(,Ol('nt in\'{"slig.lUons into 
possible violations of any provision of st.ltutory law or ordef or full" of 
the Commission; at\d (2) complaints agtliI'lst regulated enlitil's, 
including those complaints that chaHenge the' ",ccUftley of a bill, but 
excluding those complaints that challenge the reasonableness of r.ltes ot 
charges, past, prescnt, or future. 

"'RatcscUing' procecdings arc proc('roings in which the Commission 
sets or hWesligates fates fOf a specific.lUy named utility (or utilities), ot . 
establishes a n\cchal'lisn\ that in turn sets the rales for ,l specific<lUy 
I1Llml'd utility (or utilities). 'Ratesetting' proceedings include complaints 
that challenge the ft. ... asonableness of rates (If (h"T6es, past, present., or 
futurc. For purposes of this Arlide, other proceedings may be 
c.llegorized as ratcselling as described itl. Rule 6. 1 (c). 

IIIQuLlsi-tegislath'c' proceedings iHe procccdings that est .. ,blish polk)' or 
rules (including generic r.,tenl<lking polic), or rules) affecting a class of 
regulated entities, including those pr()('('Cdings in which 'the 
Commission im'estig<ltes r.ltes or prclclices for an entire regulated 
industry or class of entities withitl. the industry." (Rule'S 5(b), 5(c), al\d 
5(d).) 

Mixed or Unclear Category Proceedings 

Por a proceeding that ma}' fall into more than one c.ltegory, the rules allow parties to 
recommend that the Commissioll pick the most suitable category, or to recommend 
dividing the subjC'(il\\aUer of the proceeding into different pha~ or one or more 
new proceedings, each with its own (,<Hegory. The rules provide that a proceeding 
that d()(?s not cleculy fit into mly of 58 96O's defined categories will be conducted . 
under the rules appJicclble to the Ttlteselting c.ltegory. As such a proceeding matures, 
the Commission may determine that the rules applicable to one of the other 
categories, or some hybrid of those rules, would be better suited to the proceedh\g. 

As staled in 0.97-06-071, r.ltesetting proceedings typic.lUy involve a mix of 
policyn\aking at\d (.lctfinding rdating to a particular public utility. Bcc<ulse 
proceedings that do not clearly (all within the adjudicatory or qt~asi-legislati\'c 
categories likewise typimlly involve a Illix of policymakitlg and factfiI'tding, the 
rt)\eSC'tting procedures are, in gener.l)} preCer.lble for those proceedings. 
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Next Steps 

As sl.lled i.lllO\'C, this preJimin,u)' detNminaUon of (-.,Icgory is not apP(.\llilble. Once 
inlereste...i parties h,,,"c had an opporhlnity 10 respond to the initiating party's 
propose...i ctllegory, the prcUminar)' determination shan be coil£irtned or changed by 
Assigned Con'unissiol\cc's Ruling pursuant to Rule 6(a)(3). This Assigned. 
Comnlissioner Ruling lilay be appealed to the full COlllr'nission pursumH to Rule 
6.4(a). PMties ha\'c 10 days after the ruUng is maile...i to appeal. R('Spon~s to the 
appe.l' aw allowed under Rule 6.4(b), Ulld must be filed and scn'ed not later than 15 
days afler the ruling is n'laitcd. the full Conlmission wiU consider the appe.ll. 

Any party, or person or entH)' dedaritlg an intentloll to become a party is entitled to 
petition for reassignment of the proceedil\g to anothet Ad miI\istr.ltive law Judge, as 
described in Rule 63.2. Such a petition must be filed 1\0 later thart 10 days afler notice 
of the .,ssigllment. For purpos(,'S of Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assigl\lllcnt is the day 
the assiglllllents aSSOciated with this prclin\inary c.-l.tegorization documcnt appear in 
the Daily Calendar foIl owing the Commissioll. business meeting. 

COnclusion 

The Commissioll. has reviewed the initial pleading of the utility applic.mts listed in 
the attach~i. schedule and has made a preliminary determination of c.llegolY and 
need for he-tuing, consistent with the cequirenients and definitions of Article 2.5 of its 
rulC's. ' 

IT IS ORDERED that each proceeding listed in the att.1chcd schedule is 
prelimh\arily c.ltC'gorizcd, and the .iced for a hearing is )loted. 
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I c('rtify that the foregoing r('solution W,15 dltly inttodured, paS-.~, at'td adolltro at a 
conference of l~e Public Utilities Con\mission of the St,1te of California held on 
June 18, 1998, the following Commissioners \'othlg (;.1vor .. ,bly therron: 
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\VESLRY M. FRANKLIN 
Executive Director 

RICHARD A. SILAS 
President 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE), KNIGBT,JR. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 
JoSIAH L. NEEPER 

. Conlmissioners 
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PRELI~UNARY DETERt\UNATION SCHEDULES 

R('solution ALJ-176-2995 (6/18/98) 

NU~'BIR 

TITLE 

A98-05-0S3 

$outhC'm Cali( .. ")mia £ .. ii500 
Comp..lnr. f(\r rc\-icw of the 
rc,l5oo.lbkl1('$S of its opC'rations and 
all fud and powcr purchase rosts 
d II ring the period (lI ..... m ... /1/97 
through 12/31/97 

A 9S-{\5-002 

Q,ldccr A. F.urukl~ lit-a F,lirfid·t 
Airporlcf. for a «'cline,lle (If public 
Cl"'nHnknre and n(\..'-'$Sity to OPCfdtC 
as a Pol5$.('OgCf stage rorpofalion 
l>t:-twccn points in Solano Counly. Q{\ 

the one h.lI1d and O,lkl.lnd 
Intematiooal Airport, $acr.mlC'Oto 
Intcfll.ltioooll Airport and San 
Fr,llld_'CO Intcm.llional Airport Oil 

the oth('r h..lnd 

A96-06-OO1 

Td-:orl .... Ltd_, d.t>.l New YNk 
Tdeorp. for registration a.s an 
intcccxchange cdrrier tdqlhooe 
c ...... rpor,ltion 

A = Adjudkat ..... ry 
QL = Qu,lsi-Icgis1ati\'c 
RS = Ral('S('tling 
y= y('$ 
N=No 

• NDIEC R('gistr,ltjoo Applicatioo 

rROrOSED rRELlM. 
CATEGORY CATEGORY 

QL RS 

RS RS 

• RS RS 

HEARING 

YES 

NO 

NO 



PRELI~lINARY DETERr-.lINATION SCHEDULES 

ReSt"llution 1\ lJ-176-2995 (6/18/98) 

NUMBER 

TITLE 

A98-06-005 

Southem Caliromia Wa!('r 
CQIIlp.UlY, (or authority to a.,-~ a 
r('S('c\'oltion (('C (or fir(' pw:-xtioo fN 
pccS(\(\S lX"XUP)ing or olming 
propelty within the SN\"i«- h:rrit ... ~ry 
of the Dt.'S('rt District. 

A 98-06-()'~ 

O.mu'nunk.1liol\S Billing, Inc .• (or 
registration as an inteC('xch.mg~ 
carrier t('kphone C\.;rpocatioo 
C.,tc-gOl)'. 

A98-06-OO7 

Prin'llX'all, Int., for c-:gistr.\tioo as.tIl 
int('cc:xchang(' ('Meier td('phooe 
cocporation catt:goc)'. 

A = AdjudicatoC)' 
QL= Quasi-kgisIati\'c 
RS = Ratcsctting 
y =Ycs 
N =No 

• NOIEe Rcgistr.ltiooApplkatioo 

PROPOSED PRELIM • 
. CATEGOR\' CATEGORY 

RS RS 

. t RS RS 

t RS RS 
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HEARING 

YES 

l'XO 

l'XO 
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PRELI~lINARY DETERMINATION SCHEDULES 

Rrsolution ALJ-176-2995 (6/18/98) 

NU~'BER 

TiTLE 

A9S-Q6-{X)9 

I'CSTC, loc-, ltb.l for an (>xtrosiM <'f 
irs 1'.l5 .... ~nger stage «,rtinc.'ale to 
include Huntington Beach in its 
Route "D" authorilc·d "loop-In'" 
shuttle S('r\"k~· betw('('n the Fi\"(~ ... 
City origin territory .lnd points in 
Orange County. 

A9S~IO 

B.lIlx'-llsbnd Ferry, for authority 
und('l Sfftion -1st of the PU CNe to 
publish tMiff pl\wisions l\'5ulting in 
iner(,3SCS 

A9S-06-011 

Sorsoli Famify Sun-h-,l} Tntst and 
Sorsoli Famit» Rl'Sidentlal Tmsl. 
llwner of the SOrSc.. .... 1i Woller Coo. (oc-. 
to sell. and Indian Valley 
Communily &r\"iC\.'S District to buy, 
the shan.'S of the Sorsoli Family 
Residual TnlSt olnd the Sorsoli 
F.lmily Stu\-h-ors Trust, and to 
<'perate the water system in Cr(,Sc."('nt 
Mills, Plum.ls County 

A :::: Adjudk.ltory 
QL = Quasi-Iegislatiw 
RS = Rll('S('Uing 
y =Ycs 
N =No 

PROrOSEO PRELIM. 
CATEGORY CATEGORY 

R5 RS 

RS RS 

RS RS 

HEARING 

"R) 

YES 

~O 
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PRELlr..lINARY DETERMINATION SCHEDULES 

R('solution ALj·176·2995 (6/18/98) 

NUMBER 

TITLIl 

A98-06-012 

City (>of &,cramenh). fM an (\fJer 
authorizing the coostmdion of a 
bike ralhcrossiri.g at scparatC\.t 
gr.left'S of the Union PacifiC Railrl",d 
at Mile P(lSt 90.3-1, Martin('z 
Subd ivisioo, in the City of 
&1(r.1m('010 

A98-{'16-013 

G('n X, LLC, for registration as an 
int('(exchangc c.uricr tdephl\ne 
COnll"l..lfly 

A9S-Q6-01-l 

Globdink liomg businC'Ss in 
California as Touchlin~ ft.-gistralion 
as an interexchange c.uri('f telephone 
('orpol a lion 

A ::: Adjutiicalory 
QL ::: Quas.i-Jc-gistaliw 
RS ::: Rat('S('tting 
y ::: y(,s e N :::No 

• NDIEC Regis lr.ll ion Application 

--- - - - - ----

PROPOSED PRELIM. 
CATEGOR\' CATEGOR\' 

RS RS 

'RS RS 

'RS RS 

HEARING 

lXO 

NO 

l':O 
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PREtIl\lINARY DBTEi{l\lINATION SCHEDULES 

Resolution Al.)-176-2995 (6/18/98) 

NUMBER 

TITLE 

A98-06-015 

S.m Di~o Gas and EI('(hic 
Comp.lny, (ot .In Qld('( fUldtng 
Stxlioo 851 authority is not rcquin:,t 
(or SDG&E to sdl ttrtain rdirC'\.t 
distribution p£l"lpcrly, CWfllpts 
SDG&E ([(\m the n'quirefllcols of 
S<xtion SSt with r('S.pc"(t to the 
dispOsition of such property, Of in 
the altC'inati\"e, authorizes SDG&E's 
$.l1e and t.tis-pOsition Of the subj('(t 
pWpClty is in the public intcc('S.t 

A9S.{)6{) 1 7 

Prcmit're T('}cMNi.l, Inc., (or 
n.'gistr.ltion as an inlc[('xchange 
ccUricr 

A9S.{)6-{) 1 8 

Pacific Gas and EI('(lric Comp_lny, to 
S('11 3t'Ht convcy and Roseburg 
RC'SOurCl.'s Comp_lllY to acquire 
ttllain part.-.:'Is of bnd ill Sh,lsla 
Coullty pursuant to Public Ulilities 
Cooe S<xtion 851 

A = Adjudicatory 
QL = Quasi-kgisbti\'c 
RS = Rat('SClling 
Y =Ycs 
N =No 

• NDIEC Rcgislr.ltion ApplicJ.tioll 

PROPOSED PRELIM. 
CATEGORY CATEGORY 

R5 RS 

~RS R5 

RS RS 
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HEARING 

y~ 

NO 

NO 
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PRELIMINARY DETERr..1INATION SCHEDULES 

Reso1ution AtJ-176-2995 (6/18/98) 

NUMBER 

TITLE 

A9S-06-019 

Pdcific C"s and EllXlrk Con'lp,my. to 
S('U and c\""IfI\"ey and Gcorge ~hj(\fs 
10 "equire a «,r',lin pMI.."'(>1 of I,'lnd in 
El DI.."lrado and Amador Countks 
pursuant 10 PuNic UliIiti('$ Code 
Sc<tionS51 

A9S-06-020 

Uni-T£'1 Conuuunicalions Group; lne. 
db" Glob.,) Uni-Tcl 
Commtmicalions, for n:-gislraUon as 
an intcrcxchange carrkr fekphone 
corporation 

A98-06-021 

San Jose Water Conlp.,ny, to issue 
and S('lllkb<-n lures not CXI.."\."'\."XI tng 
the ag,gr~ate amount of 560.(\.")),0..)..1, 
and 10 cxC\.-ule and dclh'('T I(,"m 
.1gcC'Cn1cnts 

A9S-06-023 

P"dfic Gas and EllXlrk Comp.m)"lo 
sell and com"c)' a slrC'('lIight Systcfll 

A == Adjudicatory 
QL ::: Qua~i·!cgisJaH\"C 
RS == Rafcsetting 
V ==Vcs 
N ==No 

• NOIEC Registration Application 

rROPOSED rRElIM. 
CATEGORY CATEGORY 

RS RS 

• RS RS 

RS RS 

RS RS 
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HEARING 

NO 

NO 

1'\0 

NO 


