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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

R~o)ulion ALJ 176-3017 
Adminislr,1Hvc Law Judge Division 
June 10, 1999 

RESOLUTION 

REroLUTION ALJ 176-3017. RatificaliOil of preliminary determinations 
of category (or proceedings initiated by applic,ltion. 111e preliminary 
determinations are pursuant to Arlide 2.5, Rules 4, and 6.1 of thc 
Con\rnission's Rules of Pmclicc aI\d Procedure. (See also Rule 63.2(c) 
regMding notice of assigl1l'nent.) 

111e Commission's rules and procedures which in\plement lhe requirements of Sellate 
Bill (58) 960 (Leonard, ch. 96-0856) are, for the Illost part, found in Article 2.5 of our 
Rules of Pr.lClice and Procedure. 1l1~ full'S and procedures were adopted.by the 
Commission in D.97-11-02:., which describes more fully the ~lckgr()und to the 
development of these fules. Rule 4 describes the fornlal proceedh\gs to which the 5B 960 
rutes (Article 2.5) apply. Rule 6.1 requires the Commissioll to preliminarily determitle a 
proceeding's c.lIegory, whether the proceeding requires a hearing. and designate an 
Assigned Commissiorler and Adfnilustr.ltive L<l.W Jltdge. Rule 6.1(a) states that the 
preJiminary determillation of c.ltegory is not appe.llable but shall be confirmed or 
challged by Assigned Commissioner's ruling. Unless at'td until a preHll\inary 
determination is changed by stich ruling, the prelin\inary determination of c.ltegory 
governs the applicability of the other reforms that 5B 960 requires. Rule 63.2 provides 
for petitioning the Commission to re.lssign a proceeditlg to another adnullislr.1tive law 
judge. Rule 63.2(c) establishes the time for filing such a petition. For purposes of 
Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assigllnlent is the day the assignments associated with this 
preliminary c.ltegoriz<ltion document appe.1r in the Daily Calendar following lhe 
Commission business meeting. 

The Categories 

5B 960 makes sweeping changes in many aspects of the COJl.\mission's pmctices in an 
effort to inlprove the quality and tinleliness of CoIl.'tnu ss ion decision Illaking. It creates 
three c.ltegories of proce-edillgS: adjudic.ltory, ratesettitlg. and quasi-legislative. TIle 
appHCtlbilily of 111any of the changes it requires depends upon the C,ltegOry assiglled to 
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the pr(l('('cding. Por ('xample, the ('x p .. nte rulcs which apply differ if the pr()('('cding is 
('c,tegarized as adjudiccltory r~lth('r than quasi-legislative. The Legislature d('fined e.leh 
of these procedur.,. ("llegories in Section 7 of SB 960. Consisl('nt with these d('finitions, 
the rules provide that: 

III Adjudic.,tor)'· prOC\.""Cdings arc: (1) enforcement hwcstig.llions into 
possible violations of any provision of statutory Ill\\, OC ord('c or rule of the 
Commission; and (2) complaints ag.linst regulated enlities, including 
those complaints that challenge the accur.,cy of a hill, but excluding those 
romplaints that challenge the re.lsonableness of mt('s or charges, past, 
·prcscl\t, or future. 

U/Ralesetling' proceedings are proceedings ill which the Commission sets 
or ilWesligatcs mtes (or a speci(iC'.llly named utility (or utilities), or 
establishes a rncchaniSl'n that iIl turn sets the mtes for a specific.1Uy nanled 
utility (or utilities). 'RateseUing' proceedings include complaints that' 
challenge the teasollablencss of mtes or charges, p.lst, present, or luture. 
For purposes of this Article, other proceedings may bC c .. 'tegorized as 
r.,teseUing as described in Rule 6. t(c). 

"'Quasi-legislative' proceedings are proc€"edings th.H establish policy or 
rules (including gelleric mtemakhlg policy or rules) affecting a class of . 
regulated entities, including those proreedings in which the Commission 
in\'estig~ltes r~ltes or pmctices (or an entire regulated industry or class of 
entities withiIl the industry.- (Rules 5(b), 5(c), and 5(d).) 

Mixed Or Unclear Category Proceedings 

For a proceeding that may fall into more than one c.ltegory, the rules allow p.ulies to 
recommend that the COllllllission pick the most suitable category, or to reconu'nelld 
dividing the subject rnatler of the proceediilg into different phases or one or mOre new 
proceeditlgs, each with its owncategory.ll1e rules provide that a proceedit\g that does 
not de.uly (it into allY ofSB 96O's defined c<ltegories will be conducted under the rules 
applicable to the rateseUing category. As such a proceeding n'l.atures, the Conunission 
may determine thai the rules applk.lble to one of the other c<ltegories, or some hybrid of 
those rules, WQuid be better suited to the proceeding. 

As sh,ted in 0.97-06-071, mtesetting proceedillgs typk<ll1y involve a mix of 
policymaking and (ad(illding relating to a particular public utility. Bec.luse proceedings 
that do not dearly {all within the adjudic~ltory or quasi-legislative categories likewise 
typically involve a mix of policym<lking and (actfindiI'lg, the r~ltesetting procedures are, 
in gel'l.eml, preferable lor those proceedin.gs. 
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Next Steps 

As sl~lted above, this preliminary determlnatio!'t of (\ltegory is not 'lp~)ealable. Once 
interested p.ulies have had an opportunity to respond to the initialing ~).ults ~\roposed 
category, the preliminary determina.tion sh"n be confirmed or changed by AsSigned 
Commissioner's Ruling pursuant to Rule 6(a)(3). lllis Assigned C~ml\lissiot,er Ruling 
m<ty be appe.lled to the full Commissiol'i pursu<1Ilt to Rule 6.4(a). P,\rties have 10 days 
a(ter the ruling is mailed to appe.ll. RcsllOllscS to the appe.'ll are allowed under 
Rule 6.4(b), and n\ust be filed and S{'rvcd not later thall IS days after the ruling is 
mailed. The (ull Commission will consider the appe.ll. 

Any p.uly, or person or entity declaring ail intention to beconle a party is entitled to 
pctition (or reassignment of the prOCt.~ding to another Admil'tistrative L'\w Judge, as 
described in Rule 63.2. Such a petition lllust be filed no later than 10 days after Iloticeof 
the assignn\ent. For purposes of Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assignn\ent is the day the 
assignn\ents associated with this preliminary calegoriztltiOl\ docun\cl\t appel'll ill the 
D.lily Calelldar(ollowing t~le-ConU1\ission business meeting. 

Conclusion 

111e CornmissiOl\ has reviewed the it'litial ple.lding of the utility app1i(\lnts listed in the 
attached schedule and has nlade a prelh'ninaiY determin.ltion of c ... tegOlY atld need (or 
he.uing, consistent with the requirements and definitions of Article 2.5 of its rules. 

IT IS ORDERED that ("<lch proceeding listed in the allached schedule is prelit'ninarily 
categorized, and the l'teed (or a he.uing is noted. -
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I ('('rUfy -thaflhe foregoing resolution ,,\,s duly introduced, l)as.~cd, and adopted at il 
ro"ferenre of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California held 01\ 

June 10, 1999, lhe following Commissioners voting (,wor"bly therron: 

/JsJyktl~> 
\VFSLEY M. FRANKLIN' '. '. ' 
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Executive Director 

RICHARD A. BILAS 
Ptl'sidel'\\ 

HENRY M. DUQUB' 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 
LORH1TA M. LYNCH 
JOEL Z. BY A IT 

. COll\m.issioners 

" 
,".., 



PRRLI~IINARY nETRR~lINATION 
SCHEDULES 

Reso1ulion ALJ 176-3017 (06/10/99) 

-" ~.. . 
. ....::, ,.-. 

.' -' ~ . -, ~. ~-

A99-05-039 Ratesttling Rat~tting 
NDlEC 

PT· 1 lONG DISTANCE. INC. for r~gistratk.">n as an Registration 
intu~xchange- carrier telephooe cOlp.."'fatioo pursUl!1t to the Applkatioo 
pro\·isions of Public Utilities Code ScttiOn lOB 

A99-05-0 ... 1 • • 
Mel WORtDCOM, INC. (or tebearing ofCQrnmissk."lll 
Resolution T·16288 appr\lYing P-Kifk Bdl Ad\iCe- Letter 
19195 for autfu."'fit)' to pto\·ide- a nltion\\ ide listing seo·ice-
as a Caregory III seo·ic~ 

A99-05-0.u Rates.ettiog Rares.euing 
NDIEC. 

PACIFIC TElEKEY NETWORK, INC. ((I( ugistration as Rtgistratioo 
an interexchange tarrier telephone C\.>rpo..'\ialicin pursuant (0. 

t1le pro\·isKms of Public Utilities Cwe &ttion lOll . . 
Awlkalion 

A99-05-0·U Ratesetting Rat~lfing 
NDIEC 

TIiINCORPORA TE 0 for rtgistratioo as an in!eftxchange- Registration 
c-arrier Idephone oorporatkon pursuant to the pro\·isions of Application 
PU Code Section lOll 

A99-05-0 ...... Rate-selling Rate-setting 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS CO~IPANY f(l( 
authority 10 modify a."d ma.\;:e rem1ane-nt its r~uir~ments 
for rontraclors installing ea..rthquJ.kt ,·a1w"$ (In its fatilities. 
and to modify charges for SoCalGas' ,'al\"(" installation anJ 
rthted ~o·kes 

A99-05-045 Ratesttting Rattsetting 

CITY OF VISTA to construct Main Stfter. a public strn;-I. 
and to dose West Broadway graJe crossing acrOss the 
railroad lracks o(the N6t1h San Diego County Transit 
IXwlopolent Boord in the Cit)' of Vista. County ofSm 
Diego 

NO 

• 

J . NO 

I 
I . 

NO 

YES 

NO 

• r\pplication for Rehearing ofresolution assignN to legal Di ... ·isioo. CategorilatiooiNeeJ for hearing will t>e 
addressed as necessary if the Commission subsequently grants bearing. 

-1-



ALJlhkr 

PRRLIl\IINARY llRTERl\lINATION 
SCHEDULES 

Resolution ALJ 176·3017 (0611 0/99) 

PI:{OPOSr.o . PREUM. . 
CATF.GORV CATtGOR\" . HEARING 

A99·06-oo1 Rat~Uing Rati'5etting NO 
NDlEC 

ULTIMA Til COMMUNICA TlONS, INC" dN UCI R('gistratioo 
CO~tMUNICATI0NS, INC. for ri'gislration as an Application 
inlerewhange carrier tekphone cNJ'l'."'o£ation pursuaIlt to the 
pco\'isioos Qf Public Ulilitks Code ~lion 101) 

A99·06-oo3 RateSi'uing RateSi'Uing NO 

PACIFIC CENTREX SERVICES,llC for authority to 
provide re$OM local exchange $er'.kes in Califl.'\fJlia 

A99·06-oo,- QUlSi- Quasi- NO 
kgis1ati\'e kgishrh'e 

EVANS TELEPHONE CO~tPANY ,HAPPY VALLEY 
TELEPHONE CO~IPANY , HORNITOS TELEPHONE I CO~tPANY • KERMAN TELEPHONE CO~!PANY • 
PINNACLES TELEPHONE CO~tPANY. SISKIYOU 
TELEPHONE COMPANY (TIlE). VOLCANO 
TELEPHONE CO~tPANY (TilE) for a Coomlission Qflkr . 
under section 25 I (fX2) of the TellX\."'I11ffiunkations Act of 
1996 granting a limited suspension QfintraLA T A 
pre subscription requirements 

A99-06-006 Ralesetting Ralesetting NO 
NDlEC 

fiRST REGIONAL TELECOM LLC for registration as an R('gistration 
interexchange carrier tdei't'lone <'Oll-l(tfation pursuant to the Application 
proyisions of I\Jblic Utilities Code 1013 

A99·06-oo7 Ratesetling Ratesetting NO 
NDIEC 

IDEAS-fOR·BUSINESS fN r.:-gislIation as an Registr a.tk."){l 
interexchange carrier ldephooe cOlpl;cation pursuant 10 the Application 
provisions of PU Cod(' S«lion 1013 

A99·06-008 Rateselting Ra!eselling NO 
NDIEC 

INTELCOM,INC., dba. BLEGm, INC. for registration as R('gisl rat k."){l 
an interexchange carrier ldephNlc corpo.."\£ation pursu.ml 10 Awlication 
the pro\'isions QfCalifornia Public Utilitks Cook Section 
1013 
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PRELH\lINARY DETER~nNATION 
SCHEDULES 

Resolution ALJ 176·3017 (06/10/99) 

A99-06-009 Q'<Iasi- Quasi-

CAL-ORE TELEPHONE co:, CALAVERAS 
ie-gis1atiw kgis1ath'e 

TELEPHONECO~fPANY ,-DOCOR TELEPHONE 
COMPANY. FORESTHILL TELEPHONE CO .• 
PONDEROSA TELEPHQNE CO. rot &by ofintuLA T A 
dialing parity implementation pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 
Stxtion 251(0(2) 
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