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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Resolution ALJ 176-3020 
Administr\lU\'e Law Judge Division 
July 22, 1999 

RESOLUTION AL) 176-3020. Ratification of ptelinlinary determinations 
of (\llegory for ptOCC\.~ings initiated by application. TIle preliminary 
determinatiOllS arc pursuant to Article 2.5, Rules 4, and 6.1 of the 
Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure. (Sec also Rule 63.2(c) 
reg.uding notice of assignment.) 

The Commlssioi'l.'s rules and procedures which implement the requitenlents of Senate 
BiU(SB) 960 (Lrollard, ch. 96-0856) ate, for the J'nost pa.rtl tound in Article 2.5 of our 
Rules of Pr.lCtice and I~rocedure. The rules and procedures were adopted by the 
Comu'tission in 0.97-11-021, which describes nlOre fully the backgrottlld to the 
developnlellt of these rules. Rule 4 describes the formal proceedings to which the SB 960 
rules (Article 2.5) apply. Rule 6.1 requires the Conlmission to prelin\inarlly deternline a 
proceeding's c .. llegory, whether the proceeding requires a he.uing, and designate an 
Assigned Conu'nissioner and Administr.ltive law Judge. Rule 6.1{a) sta.tes that the 
preliminary determhlation of c.ltegory is not appealable but shall be confinl\ed or 
changed by Assigl'ted Conlmissioner's ruling. Unless tUld until a preliu\ina.ry 
determination is chang&i by such ruling, the pcctin\itlary determination of category 
governs the appliCi:lbility of the other reforms that S8 960 requires. Rule 63.2 provides 
(or petitioning the Commission to reassign a proceeding to another adu'tinistratl\'e law 
judge. Rule 63.2{c) establishes the tinte (or filing such a petition. For purposes of 
Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assignment is the day the assigllments associated with this 
preliminary ci:l.tegoriz.llion document appetu in the D,lily Calendar following the 
Commission business meeting. 

The Categories 

SB 960 Il.\akes s\""eeping changes in nlany aspects of the Comu\ission's practices in all 
effort to iti\pro\'e the qualit}' and tln\eliness of Comrnission decision makil'lg. It cre.ltes 
thrcc c.ltegorie$ of proceedings: adjudic\ltory, r.Uescttillg1 and quasi-legislative. The 
applicabilit}' of many of the changes it requires depends UpOll the Ctltegory assigl\oo to 
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the proceeding. For exampl£" the ('x p,nte rulC's which apply differ if Ihe pr()('('C(iing is 
( .. ,tegorircd as adjudi(\,tor)" r"ther than quasi-legislative. The legislature defined e.,eh 
of IhC'sc proccdumt mtC'goriC's in Section 7 of SB 960. COl\sislC'lH with Ihese definitions, 
the rules provide that: 

III Adjudk,'toryl pn.~ings arc: (1) enforcement invC'stig,'UoJ'\S into 
possible violations of an)" provision of st,ltutOry law or order or rute of the 
Commission; and (2) complaints against regulated entities, including 
those complaints that chaUellgc the accuracy of a bill, but excluding those 
complah\ts that challenge the rC'asonablC'lless of rilles or charges, past, 
present, or future. 

"'Ratesetting' prou~ings arc proceedings in which the Comnlission sets 
or invcstigates rales for i.l specific.;l\ly llamed utility (or utilities), or 
establishes a n\echanism that in tUrll sets the r,ltes (or a specific"Uy named 
utility (or utilities). 'RatC'scttiIlg' proc~ings include complaints that 
challenge the reasonableness of rates or charges, past, present, or (uture. 
For purposeS o( this Article, other pro<X'C<tings may be categorized as 
r~lteselting as dC'scribed ill Rule 6.1(c). 

"'Quasi-Iegislative' proceedings are proceedings that establish policy or 
rules (including generic mtcmaking policy or rules) affecting a class of 
regulated entities, h\dudillg those proceedings in which the Commission 
investigates mtes or practices for an entire regulated iJl(~ustry or class of 
entities within the b\dustry." (Rules 5(h), 5(c), alld S(d).) 

Mixed or Unclear Category Proceedings 

For a proceeding that may (all into n\ore than Olle category, the (ules allow parties to 
recon\mend that the Comnlission pick the ni.ost suitable category, or (0 reCommend 
dividing the subject matter of the procccdhi.g into different phases or Oli.e or more new 
pr()(croings, each with its own category. The rules ptovide that a proceeding that docs 
not dearly fit into any of 58 960 l s defined categories will be conducted under the rules 
applic~lble to the r(ltesetting category. As such a proceeding matures, the Commission 
may determhle that the rules applicable to Ol\e of the other c(ltegories, or some hybrid of 
those rules, would be better suited to the proceeding. 

As stated hi 0.97-06-071, mtesetting ptoceedings typically involve a mix of 
policymakitlg <Hld factfiIlding relating to a particular puhHc utility. Because procecdhlgs 
that do not de.uly (all withbl. the adjudicator)t or quasi-legislative categories likewise 
typically involve a mix of policyn'taking and laclfinding, the filtesctting procedures are, 
in geneml, preferable for those proceedings. 
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Next Steps 

As sl.,I('(.1 aOO\'(', this prdiminary determination of c"legol)' is I\ot appNlable. Once 
inte«'sloo parti~s have had an opportunity to respond to the initialing !)arly's proposed 
c"tegory, the prdin\inary determination shall be confirmed or changed by Assigned 
Commissioner's Ruling pursuant to Rule 6(a)(3). This Assigned Cornmissioner Ruling 
may be appealed to the (un Commission pursuant to Rule 6.4(a). Parlies have 10 days 
aftC'r the ruling is mailed to appeal. R("SponS(>s to the appeal atc aHowed undC'r 
Rule 6.4(b), and n\\lst be filed and served not later than 15 days after the ruling is 
mailed. The full Commission will consider the appeal. 

Any party, or person or entity dedaring an intention to b('(()me a parly is entitled to 
petition for reassignn\C'nt or the pr()('C('ding to another Adn\inistratl\'~ Law Judge, as 
described in Rule 63.2. Such a petition must be filed no later than 10 days after notice of 
the assignment. For purposes of Rule 63.2(c), notice of the assignn\eJ\t is the day the 
assignments associated with this preliminary '\ltegorizalion document appear it\ the 
D,'ily Calendar foHo\\'ing the C6mnlission busiJ\ess meeting. 

COnclusion 

TIle Comnlission has reviewed the initial pleading of the utHity applicants listed iIl the 
attached schedule and has made a preliminary delcfll\ination of category and I\ced for 
hearing, ronsisleJ\l with the rcquirelllents and defit\itions of Article 2.5 of its rules. 

IT IS ORDERED that (,,1ch proceeding listed In the attached schedule is preJiminarily 
(\,tegorized, and the need for a hearing is noted. 
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I cerlify that the fOfl'going (('SOlution was dut)' intrO\iucro, passed, and adopted at a 
conference of the Public Utilities Comn)issiol\ of the St(,te of California held on 
July 22, 1999, the following Commissioners "Othlg (,"',"'mlbly therron: 
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\VESLEY 1\1. FRANKLIN 
Executi,:e Director 

RICHARD A. SILAS 
President 

HENRY 1\1. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER· 
JOELZ. HYATI 
CARL \V. \VOOb 

COIllmissiol1ers 



PRELl~IINARY DETER~IINATION 
SCHEDULES 

Re.solution 1\IJ 176·3020 (07122199) 

Nu~mER 
TfrLE-:~-' 

PROPOSED "PRELl~I.-' 
<;~\t~RP~V, _ .¢At~GOR\· . HE_~~iNG;-

A99·07·00l Ra!~stuing Rat~selting YES 

SOUTHERN CAUFORNIA GAS CO~'PAN\· ((If 
authority 10 (('Intinoo low ill\."N~ assis!an..."" programs and 
(un:Jinglhtougb 2(00 

A99-07·00-I Rat~seuin8 Ral~setting YES 

SAN DIEGO GAS ~ ELECTRIC CO~!PANY (or 
authority 10 rontinu¢ low incon~ 3ssislaJX"C programs anJ 
(unJin~ lhrough 1(00 

-

.\99-07-006 Rat~~lIing Ratesetling NO 
NDIEC 

CATCOMMUNICATlONS l~rrERNATIONAL.INC. (or Rc 8i stration 
registration as an intcr~ xchange c-arrkr Ickphon.! Awlication 
rorporalion pursuant to the pro\"istons of Publk Utilities 
Cc&Scclion IOJ3 

.\99-07·011 Raleselting Ra!cselling YES 

SOlJfllERN CALIFORNIA EDISON CO~!PANY (or 
arrro\-al ofyeac 20Cl0 low in...'(\n~ cn.:-rgy cfficiency 
program [lbns 

A99·01·011 QuMi- Ralcseaing YES 
kgis1atin~' 

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC CO~!PANY (or aprcoYaI 
of yeu 2000 low income programs 

A99-07-013 Ratc~Uing Ralc~tting NO 
NDIEC 

ALLIANCE Nlin\'ORK. INC. foc ret,istra!ion as an Regisliation 
inlerexchange tarrier I~kphone rorp .. :'1ralion pursuanllo lhe Arrlication 
pco\isions of PuNic- Ulilities Code &':-lion 1013 

A99-07·()IS Ralesetting Ralcsetling NO 

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC CO~'PANY (or an order 
aullKorizing it 10 ~n and con\'q 10 the Ci ty and Soooml a 
certa.in pan.~l of land in Soooma County pursu.ml to PuNic 
Ulitilies Code &-xlion 8S 1 
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I)RELI~IINARY DETHR~IINATION 

SCHEDULES 

Resolution AIJ 176·3020 (01122199) 

A99·01·016 

DELOROWATERCOMPANY.Ir-\C .• WEDEl ... 
GERALD V .• dt>.l PINS MOUNTAIN WATER 
CO~fPANY • WEDE .... UNOA J .• dro PINE MOUNTAIN 
WATER COMPANY for 3uthNily tea sell; and Del Oro 
Water Co .• loc .• for authority to buy ,~ Pine Moonlain 
\\'aler C('Impany water s)"slem in Tubre ('oonly 

.\99·01·017 

DELOROWATERCO~fPANY, PINE FLAT WATER 
COMPANY for auth...')[ity to s,eIJ; and Del Oro Waler Co., 
loc .• fN authQrll)' to buy lh¢ Pi~ Fbt \\'aler C('Im('.l.ny 
water syslem in ThlJJe County 

.\99-07-018 

CATCO~IMUNICATlONS INTERNATIONA .... INC. for 
a (wtifkate ofpublk ronwnieoce aOO Il<..'('essil), to offer 
locaJ e.,(han~e fekphonc ~f\icc 

.\99·07·020 

PACIFIC BEI.L for authority pursuant to Publk Utililks 
CC'\k &xlion SS I to lease spxe and transfer assets to sse 
Sc(\-k.~s, loc. 

.\99-07-021 

BLUE BIRD BUS CO., L.L.C. 10 anxnd the tH~ ('If 
r.as .... ~tlger stage aUllK')[ily from sch...'I1ukJ senice to an ('In· 
call. inler<it)'. passenger slagc ~(\'icc, anJ to uteoo 
~nke t..:hn."X'n points in the counties of Sln Diego, 
Orange and Los Angdes, on the onc l13.nd, aoo t>cl\\"\'en 
points in the ("Qunties or San Diego. Ri\·ersiJe. Sm 
Bernardino and Los Angeles, pursuant to Stx-tion 1031, ct. 
k-q. 

A99-07·022 

CALIFORNIA MOVING A1~D STORAGE ASSOC. for 
iocre~s in MAX 4 rales for Item 340 p.lCling rontaincrs 
aOO for packing Md unpacking laoor chJJges for mattress 
cartons aoo cowrs 
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. PROPOSED 
·_c~rEGO~Y 

, "'- ·0_".;:-

R3te~tling 

Ralesetting 

Ra!eseuiog 

Ratesetling 

Rateseuing 

Ralcsetting 

Ratt~uing 

Rattsetting 

Ralt'selling 

Ralesetling 

Raleselling 

Ralesetting 

. HEARiNG 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 



ALJ/hkr 

PRELll\IINARY DETER~IINATION 
SCHEDULl~ 

Resolution AIJ 176·3020 (01122199) 

NU~fBER 
TITtlE' : 
A99-07·023 

TRANSNET CO}"'NECf. INC. (or r\'giSlration as all 
into:uxdlans~ ("an kr IckphoClt" C\.'ofJ"l"\fatioo pursulnt 10 th¢ 
pro\is!ons (If ruNic Ulilitks Co&. &~lion 1013 

A99·07·02-1 

PP.NfiT. ll.C f('lf 3 «rtifica!e of ruNic ronwnkn..~ and 
~,'X'ssity 10 prO\i& [.:-$ile and (~ilitks-ro..~'\J 
in!trt'Xch3.n~e Idn."'mmunkations ~{\'k~s 

A99·07·025 

CALI.M ANAGB, INC. (or ugistration as an int('ruchange 
carrier I.:-krhonc cQJjX ..... ation pursulnllo the pro\isions (If 
Public Ulilitks CoJc &elion lOB 

A99·07·016 

GlllJMAN, BALBIR. dt->a ALL AMERICAN A·I 
SHUTfLB SERVICE. RANDHAWA. RAJINDER. db3. 
All. AMERICAN A·I SHUTTLE SERVICE (<<3uthority 
(0 ~rate as a ras.~ng\'r stage c\.'\fJX"fation txhw\'n points 
in AblTk.'\J.l County. Santa Clara County. San MatN 
County. OllhnJ InternJtional AirJX"'I1, San FraociSl."x) 
AillX'Ct anJ San Jo~ Intcroation.ll Airport 

.\99·07-027 

AffORDABLE VOICE CO~tMUNICATIONS INC. (or 
h~gistration as an interexcbange carrier tdepbo~ 
corporation pursu.lnllo the ('CO\-isions of ruNic Utilities 
Code 5('(tion 10 13 

.\99·07-0i8 

ARCADE WATER DlSTRtCT • CITIZENS UTILITIES 
COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA (01 an onkr authorizing 
Citiuns Utilities Comrany (If Cali fornb to transfer a!ld 
assign its water senice 3Jloj rd3tcJ (3Cilitks loo\\n as 
Sierra O.1ks in S~ramento County to Art:aJe Water District 
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PROPOSED 
CAT,~q6R\" 

Rat.:-stlting 
NDIEC 

R.:-gi slr ~tiQn 
ArrIkation 

Rato:setting 

Rat.:-St'tling 
NDIEC 

Registration 
I\pplkation 

Ra!cSt'lting 

RateSt'tling 
NDIEC 

Rcgi~tration 

Application 

R3t\'S('uing 

PRELI'I;,. '~' _. " " 
CAT''':GOR\", HEARIN'C 

- .... t ~.- . , 

RateseUing NO 

Ratestlting NO 

Rat.:-sttling NO 

Ra!cSt'Uing NO 

RateSt'Uing NO 

Ra!\'St'uing NO 


