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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COMMISSION ADVISORY 
AND COMPLiANCE DIVISiON 
Service And safety Branch 

RESOLUTION E-3130· 
FEBRUARY 24, 1989. 

RESOLUTION 

- ~. - , 

RESOLUTION 8-3130, ORDER AUTHORIZING SOUTHERN" _ 
CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY, .PACIFIC GAS &: ELECTRIC· 
COMPANY, SAN DIEG9 GAS &: ELECTRIC C()~ANY, PACIFIC .:- ... 
POWER' LIGHT COMPANY ,AND SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY 
TO EACH ESTABLISH- AN INTEREST-BEARiNG MEMORANDUM 
ACCOUNT TO RECORD FUTURE DIRECT· PAYMENTS TO THE 
COMMISS19~i FO~ DEPO!?IT IN .TH~_'STATE )~PARTM~~ QF _ 
~EALTH SE~VIC~S ~LECTROMAGNETI~F~ELDS_S~UOYFUND, AS: 
SUCH PAYMENTS~ARE REQUIRED BY SB 2519-AND ASSESSED BY 
THE COMMISSION • 

suM'MARy 

1. By the authoJ;~ty ~nd· acc~rd.j.n<j to the'terins'of-senate 
Bill- 2519, Chap~er 1551, SepteJnl?er 30 ~ -1?~9 { t~e Comnj.ission is 
req~~~ed to collect fund~ fro~ Southern C~11f~rnia,Edi~on" 
Pacific Gas , Electric, San Dieg«?Gas & E~e<$t~.tc,-_ P~cific~P6Wer'_& 
Light, and Si,errA· pac~fic Comp~nies, and deposit them in ,the ,' .. 
Department of Health Services Electromagnetic Fields Study Fund, 

2. This ·Resolut'ion authorizes theastiibll~hment of -
respective . memorandum ~ccou~ts ln whIch' ea~h· u-tility may r~cord 
the amounts collected from J.t for deposit J.n the~ Study Fund... . 

BACKGROuND 
, .-

1~ On September ~9, 19~8 the Govern6~,signed'SB ~519·(Chaptet 
1551, Septemb~r lO,- 1988) into l:aw·. ,SB ~519 _dlr~cts the ;,-, 
Commission and th~ Department ~t Health· Seivicesto' j()in~~y", -
conduct a study of any cancer or other healt,h effec~s ",hich may' 
be related to exposu~e to electric and magnetic fields produced 
by electric utility facilities. . 

, , 

. 2. - In ord~r to fund said study, S8 2519 _ directs the coriuriIssio'n', 
to calculate it fee to be pai.d by every, privately and publ~cly . 
ownedel~ctric utility in t,his state with. operating ~evenues OV~~ 
$25,000,000 per year, in the proportion that each utilityts~t~tal 
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distribution of its electricitr to its customers bears to"the 
total distribution of eleC'tric ty ,statewide,' in a sufflclb'nt 
amount that the t6talamount so calculated does not exceed 
$2,000,000. ' 

3. S8 251~ directs the commission to collect the fe~s c~iculated 
for payment ~y the aff~cted private~y-owned utilities, and, for , 
the Energy Commission to collect the fees calculated for payment 
by the affected publicly-owned utilities. , 

DISCuSSION 

1. Utilities allec~ed by SB, 2519', :consis~ent with th$ir, . , , 
obligation to pr6vid~'reliable service wit~ due req~td lor;p~biic 
safety, are ~incJ requir~d by tl.te ~ople of. CAllf6rl)i~: t,c)'fund' , 
research into the possible health' effects assOciated with: ,:. 
exposure to eiec~ric and magnetic fields frOm ele~ttlc utility" 
,facilities~' C~C;:D 'therefore J:>elleves ~hat it is appi~pr~ate that' 
each of the affected utilities be allowed to establish '6.. ..' 
memorandum account dedicated solely to 58 2519-mand~ted payments. 

, . 
2. ,«;:ACDsuggests'that recover:Y of the-costs lmp6~ed~lr~ctiyby 
S8 2519 be addressed in a utl1itY'snext ECAC proceeding, 

FINDINGS 

1., SB ~S19 (Chapte~ 1551,- september 30; 1988) directs, the ,~. , 
COminission to <::a,lculate a fee on every private and pl,1bllo utility 
in the state with annual operating revenues over $25,060,000. 
2. S8 2S1~ directs the commission to collect the fees so 
calculated trom private utilities. 

3., . Each Of the utilt~~es' regulat~d by' th~ C6mmissiona,I\d, ,,', ~',~ 
ol;>ligat~d underSB 2519 to make payments to the Electroma:gnet!c ' 
Fields Study Fund shou~d be permitted,to establish it. memorandum' 
account dedicated solely to such payments~ '. ' 

~ie~~u~~:,r~n~it~f!~~~i~, E~!~t~lc ~~~!!~clig~sLt:~t~l:~~~~t~'r~:'~' ," 
'pacific companies ~ach meet'the terms under which an electric' 
utility lsrequired to make payments under-58 2519.' 

. ~ . - " -~;: . . ( ~ .- '. .: -. 

5-. T~e re~~q~iV'e, 5B, .~51~-~ilr?-datedg6sts,~to ~<?uth~rn'~~·C~).!~Qr~ta., 
Edi~qni Pacifl..c Gas and Electric, San Dl~go Gas and Electric,>:>,' 
Pacific, Power and Llgltt, 'a~d sierra pacific c<;)Jnpanies, ~hould, b~ 
addressed in each utility's next ECAC proceeding and also should 
be subject to reasonableness review • 

. .. - ~ . 
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THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that, 

1. S6uthern california Edison, ~~cffJ.c Gas 'arid " ' 
Electric, San Diego Gas an~ Electtio

1
'" Pacific Power 

and Light. and Sierra pac~fic Compan e~ ,a~~ ea~h 
authorized to establish an interest-i>ea.'ring " , ' 
memorandum account for the purpqse o£ recording 
costs directly imposed by SB 2Si9, Chapter 1551, 
september 30, 1988. 

2. 

3. 

Southern california Edison; 'paclficGas'~n(L ~:,' " 
EJect~ic, sa~ D~egO :Gas, and, E1E!<?t~i~1' '~aclti6' Po\oter' 
and Light, and Si~rrapacific, Compan e~ ,shal~ each~' 
fi~e" in accord~n~e withGe~eralOrder'lS6'i S~ctlon 
l.5, a revised prelimina.tystatement, describing the 
memorandum ac~ount ass~citied' in Ordering 
paragraph 1 of this Resolution. . . ' 

Southern CaliforniA Edls6fa, 'Pbt'lfle: Gas and ,," ~ '. 

:~~cii~~t, S:'~d t>~~g~r:a:ag~~ ~~i~~~~!~l&Ja;-~~ti, :~~~r . 
submit a filhlg \rtlth, it~ next. ECAC pi'oC:~~ding,'-.~" 
idEultifying ~ll,~~~~s, r~~orded' in ~he'D\~in6raiidwn:-:; 
account as spe~1f1ed in Oidet~ng,ParagraphcloJ this 
Resolution. These costs are subject to . 
Reasonableness Review. 

4. This Res61ution is effective t~day. 

I c~rt~fy that REH~6lutioJ) E~j130, was,adopt~d by th6Public' 
Utilities commission at its re~lar meeting 6f February 24, i989. 
The following Commissioners approved itt 

G. HITCHELL WILK 
, PZ-esideilt.;. 

. STANLEY W. lIULETTS 

. JOHN B. OHANIAN 
, commi.ssioners ' 

eomm!ssJ.~ner Frederick R Ouda, 
being necessarily abseiIt, . €(td not 
p.rtic;pate. 

Executive 


