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PUBLIC UTiLITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COMMISSION ADVISORY 
AND COMPLIANCE DIVISION 
Energy Branch 

RESOLUTioN E-l153 
Kay 26, 198~ 

B£~~I!Y~1.2H 

RESOWTION E-l153, SAN' DIEGO GAS" ELECTRIC COMPANY 
(SoG&E), ~LEcTRIC DEPARTKENT~ ORDER AUTHORIZ1~O REYISI¢N 
OF ELECTRIC ROLE NO. 21, ,C\)STOMER-OWNED GENERATION...;
QUALIFIED FACI~ITIES" 16 REVI~E TH~ LIMIT Or GENERATION 
ALLOWED WITHOUT REQUIRING A DEDICATED TRANSFORMER. 
ADVICE LETTER 765-8. FILED APRIL 20. 1989. . 

SUMMARY 

1,. By Advice Letter 765,,:,E,', fiied April 20, 1~89, SOO&E 
reqUests authorization to revise sections E.2., J.1.d~ ar\d~~~.b,' 
of Electric Rule 21, cust9mer-6wned, Generation...;-~ualifled 
Facilities, il) ,order" to ~eVise the limitation on generation 
without requiring a dedicated transfOrmer. 

2. This resolution grants SDG&E's request. 

BACKGROuND . 

1. ,section' E.2.' ,of Rule 21 relates to Ctistomer~O'Wiled 
Genetatio~6f less' than 100kw, wher~ service is provided at or 
below 480, V. This section r~quires customer-owned generators 
greater than lOkw to be served by a dedicated distribution 
transformer. 

2. , ~he ini~iai i6kw generati.on limit;, without' , reqUiring'a 
dedicated transformer; ,was a~opted about ioyears ago and~as t:he 
culmination of discussions with other caiiforniil' uth.ities. aild 
the commission staff. The objective 'was ~o have a unitorm.:A~~1.gri 
crltet.:'~a within califOrnia such that all <JEmerator~. would,:, ile 
treated equaliy. At that time, t~e quai1ty of the,powe~ ~h~t 
would be available from customer generation was not establish~d; 
and to be on the conservative side, thed~dicated transformer 
appeared to be the best method to minimize adverse affects on 
other customers. 

3. In the interest, of minimizing the eXpense of small 
coqenerators, it was decided to set the requirements at' lOkW and 
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above. All 6f the California investor-owned utiliti~s initially 
had this same criteria. 

DISCUSSION 

1. OVer the past several years, SDG&E gained appreoiable 
experience with customer-owned generation. The problems with the 
quality of power, which was a major concern early 6n, -never 
materialized. The reason that the power quality problems cH<\not 
occur was due primarily to the fact that almost every customet
owned generator under lOOkw on SDG&E's system is an induotion 
generator, 

2. Based on this expe~ience. the utiiity fe&l~f justifl~d in 
revising the cri~eria to allOw induotion generators up to' 100kw 
to be installed without the requirement of the dedicated, 
transformer, provided 'short circuit limitations are met. 

3. The power quality, criteria will remain as currently 
stated in Rule 21.- _ The utility believes that these criteria are 
sUfficient to define ,customer power qUality pertoi-mal'l~e 
requirements, even; with the. proposed change in the 
requirement for a dedicated transformer. 

4. SDG&E prop6se~ to revise ~ectlon . E. 2, ,of Rule '?1 , to. 
indicate that a dedicated transfotm~r will not be requir~d tor 
any generator under lOkw or for a~y induction generator of 100~ 
or less con~itioned upon the ut~lityretaining immediate, ,24 hQur 
access to all interconnection facilities as provided in Rule 
16.A.l.a. (1) • 

5. SDG&E proposed thiii revision. in response toa reC{\iest 
made ,by the San Diego coqel'lera~i9n Association (SoCA) f~r a 
relaxing, of the interconnectiora requirements" SDG&E a(td S,DCA _ h~Ve 
discuss~d the reqUested revision and have agree<i that ~he 
proposed increase ,to lo0kw for induotion generators. o.nly; 
represents an acceptable alternative, and in no way compromises 
SDG&E/s system protection. -

6. sectiOil J.i.d., relates to the' responsibliitY';:Qf 
customers for Interconnection ~nd Line Extension/LineUP<Jt~~~ 
Facility costs. SoG&E p~oposes to revise this 'sec~ion t(), 're,(leet 
the reflect the previo~sly-a~thorized closure of. s~}1edule- pe;~O:F 
as of June 30, 1989, to facilities having demands above 20kw. 
section J.l.d., also allows an exception to those customers~ 
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~emaining on Schedule AD after June 30, 
schedule AD was olosed to new customers. 

Res. E-3i53 

1987, the date th~t 

7. section ~.3.b. relates to the customer paYment for 
CUstomer Installation of the Interconneotion and.· Line 
~xt~nsion/Line Upgrade Faoil~ties (exolusive, ot. metering). 
Wording has been added to indicate that the customer's payment 
will inolude a 28', inc.6me ta~ payment on the contributi6n In Aid 
of Construotion (CIAC). This results from the Ta~ Reform Aot of 
1986. 

8.. The utility alleges that, the propOsed revisions will· have 
no impaot on specific rates 6r charges. T6the extent. ,that. ~he 
revision of section E,2. results in lower interconneotion c6sts 
to s,?eolti? _ custom~r~,_ by ei~minatinCJ. the . r~~ir~lIIe~ttQ" ~ilstall 
a .dedicated. transformer in. certain instances, ,that speoitic 
customer will realize, savings in his tQtal in~er¢onnectiOi\ ¢o,st~ 
since such costs, will not be incurred by SDG&E, the utility and 
its remaining customers will not be impacted. . 

9.. ,The Commission -Advlso~and CQmpliance Divi~i6rr (CACO) 
believes that thes~ revisions wili provide a benetitto both' the 
utiiity . and the C6<}eJier~t6rs by removing a restrictionthat-.has 
been proven by experiepce to be unnecessary. Therefore, cACD 
recommends its approval. .. ' ' 

10" The utility alleges, arid CACD concurs, that this liiing 
will not increase any rate or charge, conflict with other 
scheduies or rules, nor cause the withdrawal of service, 

1.1.. . Public notification of this· . filing has been mad,e by 
mailing copies of this advice ~etter .to other' util~ties~ 
gov~~nmental agencies and ,to a~l parties who requested such 
notification. The CACD has received no protests in this mattei. 

FINDINGS 

1. section E, 2. of Rule 2 i shOUld be reV ised to r~inoVl! . the 
reqUirement that customer-owned generators of iess than 100 kw be 
served by a dedicated transformer if it is an induotio~ 
generator. 

2. section J.1.d. of Rule 21 should be reVised to indicate 
that customer payments of contributions in Ai4 of constrUction 
shOUld include a 28\ component for income tax effect. 
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3. The utility 'requests that this filing, if approVed, 
become effeotive up6n . regular 4o-day statutory notice. 'this 
reqUest should be qranted. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that. 

I., San Dieg6 Cas " ,Eieotrio Coml>anyis . auth6l"ized . urid$r 
Seotion 4~O of the ~blio,Utilities Code to pl.a~e Advice tetter 
765-E and ttcc6mpanyiiiCJ tarl~t sheets into ef(eot'on May 30, 1~89, 
which constitutes regular 40 day statutoryn6tlc&. ' 

2. ' Advice Letter 76s.:.g and accompanying tariflsheets:. shall 
be marked to show: that ,they were authorized for filing, by 
commission Resolution E-3153. 

3. The effeotive date, of this order it the date hereof ~ 

I hereby 'certify that this resolution was, adopted by 
the Publio utilities commission C\lt .its'r~gular lile~th1g .' 
on Kay 26, 1989. The following Commissioners approVed it! 

Q. MTCHeu. WLK 
, ,Presiderit . 

FREDERICK R. DUDA 
STANlEV W. 'HULETT' 
JOHN B. OHANIAN,. 
PATRICIA M. ECKERT 

COmmissioners 

~/.L.'-.H . ;, ... ~'.' 
XeCUtVe Dlrec,tor .". ",: J ~. 
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