
PURI.le UTILITIES CO~'MISSION OF TilE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

}:NF.RGY DIVISION 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLUTION E-35S3 
JULY 23, 1998 

RESOLUTION E<J553 PA-eIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC CO:-'IPANy 
(PG&cE) SEEKS AUTHORITY TO DEV~ATE FROM tHE PROVISIONS 
OF PUBLIC UTILITIF~ CODE SECTiON 320. PG&E SEEKS 
AUTHORITY TO INSTALL A RECLOSER IN THE ~IONTE RIO AREA 
OF SONO~fA COUNT\'. AUTHORITY IS GRANTED. 

BY LETTER DATED OctOBER 28,1997. 

SUMMARY 

1. Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) requests authority to upgrade an 
existing 12 kilovolt (k\') distribution pole line drwit in the Monte Rio area of 
Sonoma County adjacent to Highway 116. 

2. Monitorillg indicates that outagcs occur frequently on this circuit. As part of 
the project to upgrade the circuil, it is ncce.s..."3.I)' to install a recloser on an 
existing pole. A redoser is designed to delect and cleat nl0mentar}, faults and 
to isolate line sections on which persistent faulls ha\'c dcveloped. 

J. The existing pole is within a portion of Cali fomi a State Highway O-l·SON-
116, a designated State Scenic Highway. The installation of the rctloser falls 
under Public Utilities (PU) Code ScctkHl 320, which requires that all future 
ekctric facilities within 1,000 feet of a scenic highway be undergroundeJ. 
Commission Decision 8()86-1 dated December 16, 1972, implemcnted P.U. 
Code Sec. 320. 

4, \Ve agree \\llh pd&E that one r«loser on one existing pole "in not 
significantly inlpact the scenic c()rridor. Therefore, PG&E is granted authority 
to place the ie-Closer On the 12 K\' pole "ithin the scenic corridor. 
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HACKGROUNIl 

I. PO&H I1lOO this ktter "'~ausc Public Utilities Code Section 320 prohibits 
what a.pJX'ars to be the bC'st practice in this (.\lS~, which is to install a r~~Ioser 
on an existing 12k\, distribution pole in the ~ lonte Rio area of Sonoma 
Counl)' (Scenic Highway 116). 

2. The cost oflhe recloser is S 1,000. 

J. A meeting in PG&E~s Santa Rosa oflice was held on March 24,1998 between 
representatives of the Energy Dhision and representatives of PG&E to 
dctemline the necessit), ofpJadng the t\'Closer in the scenic corridor and at 
that particular site . 

.s. A n.'('Ioser is designtd to detect and dear momentary faults to Isolate line 
sections on which persistent faults have deVeloped. 

5. PG& E stated that installing a t\'Closer on the existing pole \\ill not 
significantly impact the scenic corridor. 

6. The rc-closer is approximately (wo feet by three feet in size. 

7. A significant pOrtion of the scenic highway is croS$(.'(j \\ith o\"erhead electric. 
telephone and cable telc\'ision line. 

8. Highwa)' 116 was. in part, examined by the Comnlission rcpr..:-sentativcs to 
delcmline if there were any tr..:-c (rimming violations of Rule 35 of General 
Order 95. 

NOTICE 

I. Notice was placed in the Commission's Daily Calendar on Odoocr 30, 1997. 

I. No protests were rctciycd for this PG&E Adyice letter. 

DISCUSSION 

I. The recloser would be placed on anexisling PG&E pole. There would be no 
need for further installation of an overhead span. 
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2. The r~doser could not be installed 3\ 3nother site 3way fr"lll the sc~nic 
highw.1Y tx'C31.lSe the conn«tN lines w()uld not serve ttll of the customers that 
need this prohxtivc service. 

J. After lengthy discussion with PO&E reprcscntativ~s at the site, Energ)' 
Division r~presen'ati\'~s agrcoo that the chosen site for the r~toser was the 
best possible site. 

... The entire scenic highway, \\lth the exe~ption of the interior of a few small 
to\\11S adjacent to the highwa)', is connected by an overhead electric-alline 
distribution system. Pacific Gas and Electric Company is the O\\1ler of that 
system and the serving utility. 

So PO&E reports that 111051 of the overhead system on Highway 116 was 
originally built in 1952 before the cm'('tive date of P.U. Code Section 320 
(1972). 

6. After examining the site of the pote and the surrounding aiea. the Energy 
Di\'ision personnel agree \\ith PG&H that the location (or the recloser is 
optimum and would not adn~rsC'ly afl,,~llhe scenic qualities nor produce 
significantly negative Visibility in the scenic corridor lx'Cause it is rdatively 
SlllaU in size. 

7. The request to place the recloser at that site adjacent to Highway 116 is 
reasonable and should be adopted by this Commission. 
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TIIEREFORE, IT IS ORDJ.:REI> TJlAT: 

I. Pacific Gas and Ele-ctric Company's advicc leUer, filed <Xl()h~'r 30, 1997, 
requesting Commission authority to install a c«xloser on a distribution line 
pole in the Monte Rio an:a of Sonoma County adjacent to Scenic Highway 
116 is reasonable and is herein adopted. 

2. This Resolution is en\.~ti\'e today. 

I certify that the foregoing resolution \\'as duly introduced, passe-d, and adopted at • 
a conference of the Public Utilities Commission oithe State of California held Qh~' .'" .. 
July 23, 1998, the foil(ming Commissioners voting favorably thereon: '. 
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Executive Director 

RICHARD A. BlLAS 
Pte.sident 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 

. . - ." [ 


