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RESOLtitION 0-3188, SOUTHERN cALIFORNIA <lAs COMPANY 
REQUESTS RX~SION OF THE EXPIRATION OATH FOR ITS PILOT 
SEISMIC. SBRVICES PROGRAM FOR AN ADDITIONAL FOUR MONTHS, 
TO OCTOBER 14, i996. 

BY ADVICE LETTER 2499, FILED ON MAY 6, 1996. 

SUMMARY 

1. By Resolution G~3167, Southern California Gas Company 
(S6CalGas) received authorization to start a pilot prOgram for 
seismic services. 

2. The 12-month pilot program is due to expire on June 14, 1995. 

3. SOCalGas filed Advice Letter (AL) 2499 on May 6, 1996askitlg 
the Commission to extend the effective date of its pilot program 
by an additional four months, to October 14, 1996. All other 
terms of the pilot program remain unchanged. 

4. Ab 2499 had no protests. This resolution grants an extension 
until June 14, 1997. This approval is conditioned upon SoCalGas' 
filing an application for a permanent seismic service by October 
14, 1996. Otherwise, the pilot program will be terminated on 
October 14, 1996. 

BACKGROUND 

1. On AUgust 12, 1994, SoCalGas filed AL 2343, requesting 
authority to test seismic services on a pilot basis. 

2. In the seismic services program, SoCalGas provides a Valve 
that shuts off gas services in the event of an earthquake 6f . 
greater than a specified magnitude, as well as other earthquake 
preparedness training and equipment. 

3. On Apl"il 5, 1995, the commission issued Resolution G-3167," 
authorizirlg the l"equest with certain_ modifications.· Acting on 
the Resolution, -SoCalGas filed-AL 2343-A on April 25, 1995, 
SUbmitting tat.·iff revisions which became effective on June 14", 
1995. 
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4. The Commissiotl limited the pilot progl-am to a maximum of 
20,000 customers for a period of one year. The one year limit 
expires on June 14, 1996. 

5. SoCalGas filed an interim report on February 20, 1996, as 
ordered. A tinal report is due after the expiration of the pilot 
pi:ogram. 

6. Wit~in the past year $oCalGas has extended its seismic 
services to sin~le-fatrlily l.-esidential customel<S in al-eas selected 
by SoCalGas in 1ts service territory. 

7. SoCalGas has learned that there ,is a need to develop 
alte'nlative approaches that. will l.<educe _ the cost of providing and 
installing automatic shut-off valves and will give customers 
options that are more attractive than those currently in the 
marketplace. 

8. SoCaiGas wants to continue the seismic services prOgram on a 
perrnal1ent -basis after the pilot program 's expirat ion date. 
SoCalGas, hO\o,'ever, needs time to file art applicatiotl foi.- that 
purpose, as ordered in Resolution 0-3167 [Ordering Paragraph 4) • 

NOTICE 

1. SOCalGas served notice of AL 2499 by mailing copies to other 
utilities, government agencies, and all parties that requested 
such information. AL 2499 was noticed in the Commission 
Calendar. 

PROTESTS 

1. The commission received no protests for AL 2499. 

DISCUSSION 

1. Ordering Paragraph 4 of Resolution 3167 states 

If SoCalGas decides to continue the seismic 
Program beyond the 12 month pilot pl.-ogram 
period, it shall ..• submit .•• an application to 
the Commission. 

Thus, the Resolution limited the pilot pk:ogram to 12 months and 
required an application for its continuation. 

2. SoCalG~s states that there is need fo~ fu~ther study to 
d.evelop ways to reduce costs of pl.'oviding seismic services. 
SoCalGas estimates an additional 4 months for this purpose. 
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3. S6CalG~uJ' has ,not tiled its a'ppli~ation f6r a permanent 
seismic sel'vices prOgram,' Because it, may take l6ngel:." than four 
months to pror.;ess'tne,applicati6n. the C6mrnls~ioJ\ i\dvls9ry and 
Complial'lceDivisi6n '(CACD) recoinrn~nds tl1~t' the Cc)mmission extend 
the pilot prOgram for one' y~ar instead of four mOnths. This 
recommendation i~ conditioned upon S6Ca1Gas' filing Of its , 
application before October 14, 1996. If socaioas does not file 
its application before_october 14, 1996, the pilot program should 
be terminated on that d~te. 

FiNDINGS 

1. SoCalGa~ fired~L. 249901\ May 6, ,1996, requesting an ' 
ektensi06 Of the :~kpl~a~J6ri'date of its pilOt ~eismic:service~ 
prOgram ~or ari additional 4 months to October 14, 1996. 

2. All other 'terms ofth~ pilot prOgram would l-emain Unchanged. 

3. It. is reason~bl~ toex'tend the requested extension date 'fot" 
12 months;' until' June 14,' 1997,' pi:"ovided' that SoCalGas' files an 
application before octoben' i4, 1996, for a permanent seismic 
service prOgram. 

4. If SoCalGas does hot fil~ its appl icat i6ri-' before October 14, 
. 1996, the pilot program should telCrninate on that date. 
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THB RE FORE , IT IS ORDERED that t 

1 . SO\lther~ c;:al i fornla Oas company's J.-equest foi." a four-month 
extension of ~ts pilot sei~mic services prOgram is granted for an 
additional eight months, to June 1~f, 1997, provided ~h~t SoCalGas 
files an application for it permanent seismic services program 
before October 14, 1996., _ 

2. If SoCalOas does not file such an application by the ._ 
prescribed date, authority for the pilot program shall tel-minate 
and SoCalGas shall discontinue its pilot program on October 14, 
1996. 

3. This Resolution is effecti.ve today~ 

I het-ebY c~rtifY,that this Resol~ti6nwas adopted by the public 
utilit~es commission at its·regularmeetirig on June 6, 1996. 
The ,following Commissioners approved it: 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
President 

JESSIE J • KNiGHT,' J);,. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 
Commissioners 

commissioner DanielWm. Fessler, 
being necessarily absent, 

did not participate • 
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