
PUBI.IC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TilE STATE OF C,\LIFORNIA 

Legal Division 

RESOLUTION 

Laguna I I ills, Califomia 
Date: October 8, 1998 
Resolution No. L·273 

l11c Resolution Orders Thc Release Of Documents Related 
To An Aeeident That Occurred FcbnJaly 25, 1998 In\'olvhlg 
An Edison Electric II~stallation Near Ridgecrest, CaHfomia. 

BACKGROUNIl 

On May 26. 1998. the Wah Disney Company (Disney) requested a copy ofm\ accident 
repOrt 111ed by theSouthem Califomia Edison Company (Edison) \\ith resrx--cIIO all 

incident that occurrco on Febmary 25, 1998 near Ridg\.'Ci'est. California in which one 
Disney elllpJoyce died ~nd two \wre injur\.-d aller coming in contact \vilh an Edison 

~ electric installation. On June 10. 1998 the stal)'attonlC}' inforni.ed Disney that thc report 
was not available pursuant to Commission General Ordcr (GO) 66-C. Disncy then 
requested that the Commission itse1frdease the n.'Cords pursuant to GO 66-C. 

IlISCUSSION 

The niaterial in the Con'llllission's investigative file r-:-garding the accidcnt arc "public 
records,'!> as de lined by the California Public ReCords Act, (Gov~rnnlel1t Code Section 
6250 et seq.). Doth Public Utilities Code Section 583 mld General Order 66-C prohibit 
stalTdisdosure of the materials in question. Neither the statute nor the general order, 
howewr. create an absolute privilege ofnol1llisclosure of materials related to an accident. 
Thc geneml polk)' of the Public Records Act f.wors disclosure of public r-:-cords. and a 
juslilkation for \\ithholding a public record must be found either 3111011g the specilied 
excmptions cnun\crated iIi. the Act. or on a sho\\ing that the public inlerest in 
confidentiality clearly outweighs the public intercst in disclosure. The inv-:-stigativc l1Ie 
for the accident appears to meet the sIX--cit1c exemptions of the Public Records Act § 6254 
(t). Public Utilities Code 315 expresst}' prollibits the introduction of the rcport hl 
questiOil "as evidence ill any action for damages b..1S00 on or arising Qut of such loss of 
life," and thercfote oller::; the utility sutlicient protC'CtiOli. 
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Applying the rde\ .. lIll statutes to the f.1ctS of this case arglh."s for the- relcase of the 
R"qu\'stC'tI r,,~orlls. One p.:rson was killed and two injur,,'\1 by contact with" high voltage 
lllC\7hanism. 

In dC\7idillg whe-ther to rdcase the documents. the Commission llSCS " b.1lancing test to 
detennine whether the pubHc interest in rdeasing the documents outweighs the utility's 
int.:rest in privacy. D\'~ision No. 82-0-1·072. (1972),8 CPUC 2'>J 663,661. The test docs 
not requite the Commission to take" position on the Illerits of petitioner's claim, which is 
the rC3ponsibilit)' ofthc trief offacl. 

Further, there arc no compelling pubHc policy or an)' othc( reason to withhold the 
requested infonnation. California citizens who arc injured arc entitled to pursue 
disco\\'C)' for the cause oflhat injury. Wc have, in a numocr ofrcrent resolutions,. 
ordcr,,'d rdease of such rccords which may lead to discovery of admissible eyiMnce. 
(E.g., C0l1u1\ission Resolution Nos. L-249 Re Sail Diego Gas alld EIc.·clrk CompallY 
[D.93-05-020] (1993) 49 Cal. P.U.C. 2d 241). L-241 Re US.A. Airporlcr, (Match 22, 
1995); 1.-248 Re i.t>pez /, April 26. 1995; 1.-249 RcLopn 1, A~Jgust lit 1995; 1.-255 Re 
.\lnril/o, ~fay 21, 1991; 1.-251 ReJohal1.~oll. June 25, 1991 [sUlllmary incident. 
infom13tion]; L-260 Rc Bauda. August 1,1997 :tI"td 1.-261 Rc Peralta and BoyalYiall, 
Septemocr 24, 1991.) We have found that Public Utilities Code Section 315, which 
expressly prohibits the introduction of the reports in questiOn "as evidence in any action 
for d~uilag('s based on or arising out of such loss of life. or injury to persOn or property" 
offers utilities sufl1cient protection. Most of the above resolutions responded to 
disclosure r"-quests tiled by individuals in\,oh'ed in an elcctric utility incident. by the 
f.1milies of such individuals. or by the legal representatives of such families or 
individuals. Further, if Edison objeds to this order, it \,ill have 30 days to tile for 
rehearing and r""'quest a stay_ The r~'CorJs \\ill not be rcl('a~" until this ordet ix'Comes 
11 nat 

FlNIlINGS OF FACT 

L On June 26, 1998, Disneyland CorporatIon 11100 a request to the Commission 
pursuant 'to GO 66-C for a copy of the reports maintained by the Commission 
regarding an accident that took place on Febmary 25. 1998 at Ridgecrest. California 
involving an Edison power installation. 

2. The public interest iii cont1dentialil)' of the requested documents is outweighed by the 
publie interest ill disclosure. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LA \" 

I. The requested records arc public records 'pursuant to Go\'emmcl~t Code Section 6250. 
et §£g. 

2 



R.:-solulion 1.-213 Cktolx-r 8, 1998 

2. ll1e gr:nr:ml polky of the Califomia Public RC'('on.is Act r.·worsdisclosurc ofr\.~(lrds. 

3. Justil1catiQn for ,,;thhQlding ofa public f~Qrd must be fO\lnd among slX~it1ed 
exemptions in the PubHc Rcrords Actot upon a sho\\ing that thc public inter..:st in 
confidentiality clearly oUlweighs the public interest in diS('losure. 

I. l11c request for rd..:asc of the ConlnlisSion t..:cords is granted. 

2. l11is order is cO"\."'Ctiw today. 

I certify that this Resolution 'was adopted bi the PUblic UtilitieS. Com.nlisslon at its regular 

meeting "" October 8, 1998. The follo\\ i ng Cjll17ioncrs "1'1',"\'00:':.- ~j) : .:;; .:~, 

(A/tf.l~~~ffl· .'" 
WESLEY M. FRANKLIN 

RICHARO A. BILAS 
Presidellt 

P. GR1~GORY CONLON 
JESSIB J. KNIGJlT~ JR. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 
JOSIAII L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 


