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AUTMORIZING THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION' COMPANY . 
AND THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT or TRANSPORTATION (CALTRANS) 
PERMANENT DEVIATION FROM COMMISSION GENERAL ORDERS 26~D 
AND 118 TO INSTALL AND OPERATE AN AUTOMATIC TRAINWASHER 
AT THE SAN FRANCISCO DEPOT. ' 

By letter ot December 4, 1989 caltrans stab~s it has 
responsibility fot' the J?eninsula commute se.rvice andi~has a 
contract ~ith southern Pacifio Transportation company to 6p~rate 
and provide certain maintenance set"vices fot' those· trains ~ .. , ....• 
includirtg exterior coach and locomotive oleaning •. currently this 
is a hand cleaning procassthat reqUires 3:J man h6urs pel." car and 
does not wash the tops of the coaches. 

Caltr~ns has purchased an automatid train washing system art4 
wants to install it at the SPTCO 4th and TOWnsend Depot.in san· 
Fr4ncisco. This automatic train washing system will mor~ .... 
effioiently wash the trains and correct the current defioiency of 
not washing the tops of the cars. By the very nature of th~. ' 
washing process, the brush rotating and shaft at"ms come ~o within 
one foot of the surface being washed,. t~us deviating ~r6m the' 
minimum side clearances reqoired by General Order 26-0. .. .., 
Additionally the limited space between the ou~side tails and the 
foundation for the washer structure deviate from minimum walk~ay 
standards required by General Order 118. caltrans thereforEi' . 
requests permanent deviations from section 2.1 and seotion 3.26f 
General Order 26~D and Walkway standat"d No. 3 and walkway 
standard No. 6 of General Order 118 in order to install this new 
piece of equipment. 

plans furnished to the commission staff by Caltrans iridicatethat 
permanent reduced clearances wille~ist as olose as 6 teet. 0 ' 
inches from the center line of the track on the sides Of the 
installation and as low as 17 feet 0 inches from the, top ot the 
rail on overhead portions of the installation. Gen~ral order 26-
D requires a minimum side clearance of 8 feet 6 inches from the 
center line of tangent track and a minimum overhead olearance'of 
22 feet 6 inches above the top of rail. 

The plans also indicate that track pans installed to catch'dir.ty 
rinse water will intrude on walkway surfaces as close as 6 f~et 0 
inches from the center line of the tangent track where the washer 
is to be constructed. General order 118 requires a minimum 
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walkway width of 8 feat 6 inches from the center line Of tang&nt 
. track. 

st,aff of the commission's safety Division Railroad Safety Branch 
(statf) has conducted an on-site tour with representatives frOm 
the United Transportation union, who have stat~d that the . 
proposed installation can be constructed and operated safely 
sUbject to certain conditions. . 

Th~staff.agrees that overall risk to railroad employ~esand the 
pub~iofrom railroad opt!rations in the at'ea Of the new washGt' . 
will be reduced and safety enhanced urider the following ordered 

. conditions. . _. . 

IT~IS6RDEREO that caltrans is granted the requested:autho:rlty to 
construct the subject wash rack at the southern pacific ... 
Transportation company (SPTCo) 4th & Townsend Depot under the 
fOllowing conditions. 

1.. "Upon completion of the instCl1 Hltic:ul, SPTC6 will tl(,hii~e 
. its emp16ye~. of the permanent t'educed. olearance.s .an~ 
"permanent reduced ~alkway width~.This notice shl:lllbe 
in writlnq and inolude the mitepost ~nd track· . : .. -.. ,. 
deslg11ati6n(name and track number Ifapplic~ble)61 
the new installation. Notice.shall be dissein~nated by 
carrier qeneral order and posted in the carrier's 
employee's tlm~table with a copy t6 the safety . . 
Divisioll, Railroad safety Branch. 

2. The re-aligned yard track on which the faoility is 
constructed shall be tangent throUgh the washer a~ea~ 

3. Adjacent tracks pAralleling the wash track shall ~omply 
with the requirements of General Order 26-D and General 
Order 118. 

4. The washer shall be constructed such that spray from 
the faoility will not affect employees making movements 
on adjacent tracks. 

5. carrier special agents shall monitor thewasher'slte 
to evic~ trespassers from. the facility who are known 
to frequent the proposed l6cation. . 

6. The washer faoility shall not impair the ~speots of 
signals on any other depot traoks including mainline 
and yard tracks. 

7. No train washing shall be performed dUring the hours of 
darkness • 
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10. 

11. 

12. 

ourin9,the washing 9ycle a rotating whita. li9htwl~l, 
coma. on to warn employees that a train is ba.ln~ washed 
and moving throu~h the wash track. 

SPTCo shall "sign., the area of the impaired 91ea'rances 
with trackside signs on each end of the. faoility 
noting-IMPAIRED SlOE AND OVERHEAD CLEARANCE, Same sign 
shall denot~ SUBSTANDARD WALKWAYS, . ,. 

The tracksid& panel containing the aotivat16n 'push' .. 
button shall have its exterior surfaco striped·or 
otherwise painted with a high visibility palrit'thAt 
can be seen dAy or night. . ' 

No passenger cllrs' carrying revenue passengars" shail, be 
allowed through the washer. 

During the washing operati6J\ southern paoifio, 
operating employees responsible for the ,movement, 
of the train th'r()~9h thew~sher\lill be confined '" 
to the interior of the subject train. " 

13. LOcomotive wirtd6ws shall :remain ol~sed and 16ck~(t .: 
while within the limits of the washing ~quipm~nt. '., 

. ~ ~ ~,",,-

14. BecAuse of the washer's desigli the direotion' ~'f ' 
wa~hin9 shall be ,in a railroad eastward, ditec,ti6il " 
only. No trains to be washed shall back into the' 
washer from the railroad \tIestward direction. . 

15. Upon rem6val or reqUest for relocation of the wash 
rack, olearances and walkways adjacent to 'the 
installation shall ,be p~6vided in accordance with 
the requirements of General Order 26-D and l1S. 

16. Flag protection shall be provided by a flagman during 
construction to insure safe passage of trains on 
adjacent tracks. 
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if rto.t e~eroised( shall.- e){pire wfthin 6n~" 
year: of the effeot ve date of, theres91uti6n. ' 

, i certity thcat this ,re.solution:was adopted by, th~ Pllb1.!o ,: . 
,utilities' commissi6n at its'teg,Har conference On MAR 14 1990 t 
Thetol16wing, commissioners approved it. ' 


