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All EXEHPrION FROK COMPLIAllCR HITH TIlE CLHARAttCE 
REQUIRElmNTS OF G.RHERAL ORDER 26-0 IS GRAlfl'ED TO 
THE ImR.EKA SOUTHERN RAILROAD FOR TRAIN OPERATIONS" 
THROUGH ITS TUNNEL 40 (MILEPOST 212) ~ 

section 3.10 of General order 26-D requires railroad tunnels to' 
haVe a mini~umsideclearartce of 8'0# from the center lIne 61 
track. The EurekaSoutherrt Railroad Conpany (~SRR)TUnnel"Oat 
Milepost 272 has been subject to mOVetlent inward andd6es not, ~, 
~eet the ~inimu~ clearance ~eqtlirements of Gen.ral Ordei"~'~b.' 

.' 
" " 

ay itspetit!on 'por Variance dated May 8 1 19901 ESRR reqtieiits"'the , 
calif6rtHa ,p~blic Utilities cOmI:lission grant ESRR anexeinption " 
from 'compli,ance with the clearance requirements of General' order ' 
26-0 concerning TUnnel" 40 for the 19~O passenger season,' 'l'he' 
pe.tition is meant' to satisfy the requirements of Resolut.ion ' 
SR-16,' dated May 4, ,1990, t..rhich authorized passenger t.rain. 
excursion service on the ESRR bebte~n Willits and. Eureka. . -
ordering Paragraph lot Resolution SR-16 requires that tithe ' , , 
carrier must comply with, or have been granted an exelilption troR, 
the clearance requireoents of General Order 26-D in 6k'd~r to ' 
operate through tunnel 40 (milepost 272)-. 

Attached to ~he petition,is,a report trom Baird Engineering dated' 
April 25, 1990, Which provides the following information ' 
regarding TUnnel 40t 

1. Present plans tor the tunnel are to complet~ly remove 
the overburden and eliminate the walls durin~ the . , 
summer of 1990 and install steel tunnel sets for wall 
replacement. 

2. At the present time braoin~ has been installed at the 
botto~ of the tloor/wall.systems to support the tunnel 
wall from any further Jnoyement inward. This'proVides"a 
stable system for the walls and roof areas. , 

3. During the ,dry part of the Sl11nl!:Jer with the existing 
stabilization and braoing that is presently in place, 
the tunnel is safe and not blocked and will not be 'in a 
condition to collapse so that rail traffic can continue 
thru October of 1990. 
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Asa supplement to its Petition For Variance, ESRR'1.n its· 
Petition In RasponseTo Resolution SR-16i dated Hay 16, .".. 
1990, stated the. speeder car that precedes each Ilas.sengek."" train 

. (as required by SR-16, Ordering paragraph «)) will stop and".'. " 
Observe the tunnel before tht! passenger train goes through •... ,'In' 
addition, tha ROadmaster or maintenance of \lay pe~sonnel\lill·· 
periodically measure the tunnel for changes, Suchmeasurement 
vili be made prior to each pas5eng~r run. . 

. In view oftha abOVe, an e)temption to-the clearanc~ reqUit~m~nts 
'6f General 'Order 26-0 should be granted for ESRR's tunnel 46 ' " 

." for th~ 1~9() passenger season •. Passenger service beqan May.ls, ," . 
. 1990j pursuant to. temporary authority. expiring May ~21" 1~90~ , 11\ 
the interest of public health and safety, the commiss On has to 
act today • 

. ITrSORDRRED that the reqUestedexempti~1\' from theminilTiwn . 
·,o).eai'ance reqUirements OfGenera10rd~r 26.;..D for th~ Eureka 
·south~rnRailroad. TUnne140 is hereby granted subjeot to the 
: following conditions: . . .... ' 

1. "The spe~der car that precedes each passen(Jer train 
wiil stop and observe the tunnel befoX'~ the passenger 
train goes through. . . 

2. The Roadmaster or maintenance of way personnel will 
measure the tunnel for chanqes prior to each passE!J'lejer 
run. 

3, This ~xemption is granted. temporarily. through '. .... . 
Wednesday, June 6, 1990, in order that the commission 
can further consider the matter with respeot to 
insurance requirements at its meeting On that:d.ate. 

1 certify that the Resoluti~n was adopted by the Publio Utilities 
cOlIlmission on MAY 221990.. .•. '. 
The following commissioners approved it. \" \,)1, ,'. \ 

. '1 \ ";""', //- . 
. ·G. MITCHElL WILl< 

President" 
. SrANIEiW.HUIEIT 
. JctIN B. OHANIAN" 

PATRICIA M. ECKERr 
comnissioners 

conmissioner Frecerick R. lXida, 
being necessarily abSent, did 
not participate. 
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