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AN EXEHPTION FROX COMPLIANCE WITH THR CLEARANCE
REQUIREMENTS OF GENERAL ORDER 26=D IS GRANTED T0
THE EUREKA SOUTHERN RAILROAD FOR TRAIN OPERATIONS -
THROUGH ITS TUNNEL 40 (MILEPOST 272). R

Séction 3.10 of General Order 26-D requires railroad tunnels té-
have a minimum side clearance of 8707 from tha center line o6f
~track. The Euréka Southeérn Rallroad Company (ESRR) Tunnel 40  at -
Milepost 272 has béen subject to movenent inward and dées not . -
. meet the mininum clearance requireméents of General Order 26-D." .

By -its Petition For Variance dated May 8, 1990, ESRR requests the
California Public Utilities Comnission ?rant ESRR an exenption
from compliance with the clearance réquireéments of General Order
. 26-D concerning Tunnel 40 for the 1980 passenger seasoni The .
‘petition is meant to satisfy the requireménts of Resolution: -
SR-16, dated May 4, 1990, which authoérized passenger train_
éxcursion sérvice on the ESRR between Willits and Eureka.,
ordering Paragraph 3 Of Resolution SR-16 requires that #the
carrier must comply with, or have beeén granted an exeénption from,
the clearance requirements of General Order 26-D in oérdeér to
operateé through tunnel 40 (mileépost 272)~, ' '

Attached to the petition is a report from Baird Engineefing déted'

April 25, 1990, which provides the follewing informatien
regarding Tunnel 40t

1. Present plans for fhe'tunnél are to completély rémove
the over burdén and eliminate the walls durfng the = .
summner of 1990 and install steel tunnel séts for wall

replacenreént. , . :

At the present time bracing has been installed at the
botton of thé floor/wall systems to support the tunnel
wall from any further nmovemént inward. This provides-a

stable systenm for the walls and roof areas. .

During the dry part of the summer with the existing
stabilization and bracing that is presently in place, -~
the tunnel is safe and not blocked and will not be in a - .
condition to collapse so that rall traffic can continue -
thru October of 1990, ‘ T
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As a supplément to its Petition For Variance, ESRR 'in its -

~Petition In Response To Resolution SR-16, dated May 10,

1990, stated the spéedér car that precédes each gassénqerjtraiﬁ
- (as required by SR-16, Ordering Paragraph 6) will step anda =
obsérve thé tunnel béfore the passenger train goes through.: 'In
additioén, thé Roadmastér or maintéenance of way personnél will
periodically measuré the tunnel for changes. Such measurement -

. wil)l bé madé prior to each passenger run.

In viéw of thé above, an eXémption to the cléarancé réqilréménts

6f Geénéral Order 26-D should be granted for ESRR’s tunnel 40 -

.. for the 1990 passéngér season. Passénger service began May 18, -
21990, pursuant to. témporary authority éxpiring May 22, 19%90. In -

the interest of public heéalth and safety, the Commiss on has to - -

IT IS ORDERED that the requested ewémption from the minimum .
-6learance réquiréments of Genéral Ordér 26-D for thé Eureka -
- Southern Railroad Tunnel 40 is hereby granted subjeot to the

- following conditions:

1. The speéder car that precedes éach passénger train .
- will stop and observé thé tunnel beforé the passenger
train goes through. ' T

Thé Roadmaster or mainténance of way peérsonnél will
measure the tunnel for changes prior to each passenger
run. ’

This eéxémption is granted temporarily through . . =
Wednesday, June 6, 1990, in orxder that the Commission
~can further consider the matter with respeéct to '
insurancé requireéeménts at its méeting on that.date.
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Commissioner Fréderick R. Duda,
being necessarily absent, did
‘not participate.




