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RESOLUTION
AN EXEMPTION FROM COMPLIANCE WITH THE CLRARANCE
REQUIREMENTS OF GENERAL ORDER 26-D IS GRANTED TO
TEE EUREKA SOUTHERN RAILROAD POR TRAIN OPERATIONS

THROUGH ITS TUNNEL 40 (MILEPOST 272).

section 3.10 of General Order 26-D requires railroad tuanels to -

have a minimum sidée clearance of 8'0" from the conter liné of .. .

track. The Eureka Southern Railroad Company (ESRR) Tunnél: 40 at-
Milepost 272 has been subjéct to movement inward and doés not
méet thé minimum clearancé requirements of General Order 26-D..

By its Petition For Variance datéd May 8, 1990, ESRR requésts thé
California Public Utilities Commission grant ESRR an“exemgt;onj;,
from compliance with the clearancé requireménts of General Order
26-D concerning Tunnél 40 for the 1990 passenger season.  The .
petition is méant to satisfy the requirements of Resolutfon
'SR-16, dated May 4, 1990, which authorized passenger train -
oxcursion service on the ESRR between Willits and Eureka., -

Ordering Paragraph 3 of Resolution SR-16 requires that *the .
carrier must comply with, or have beén granted an exemption from,
the clearance requiréménts of General Order 26-D in ordeér to
operate through tunnel 40 (milepost 272)*, o
Attached to the petition is a report from Baird Engineeéring dated
April 25, 1990, which provides the following informatfon - :
regarding Tunnel 40t o

1. Present plans for the tunnel-are to completély rémove ’
the over burden and eliminate the walls during the .
summer of 1990 and install steel tunnel sets for wall
replacement. :

At the present time bracing has beén installed at the -
bottom of the floor/wall systems to support the tunnel
wall from any further movement inward. This provides a
stable system for the walls and roof areas,

puring the dry part of the summer with the existing
stabjlization and bracing that is presently in place, -
the tunnel is safe and not blocked and wil{ not bé in-a
condition to collapse so that rail traffic can continue
thru October of 1990.




'késolution SR-19 *
Safety Division
Page 2 of 2

As a supplement to its petition For variance, BSRR in its

- Petition In Response To _Resolution SR-16, dated May 10, =

1990, stated thé speeder car that precedes éach gassénger,trAIﬁ i

(a8 required by SR-16, Ordering Paragraph 61 will stop and .

obsérve the tunnel before the passenger train goes through: In

~addition, the Roadmastér or mainteénance of way peéersonnel will
periodically measure the tunnel for changes. Such meéasurément

. will beée made prior to each passénger run, ~ D

In view of thé above, an exemption to the cléarance requivréménts -
" of Genéral Order 26-D should be granted for ESRR’s tunnel 40
for the 1990 passengér season. Passenger service will beégin May
18, 1990. In theé fintérést of public health and saféty, the
- Ccommission has to act today. S . o

_IT IS ORDERED that the requested exemption from the minimum

- clearance requiremeéents of General Order 26-D for the Eureka -
Southern Railroad Tunnel 40 i{s hereby granted subject to the

- following conditionst

1., The speeder car that precedes each passenger train =
will stop and obsérvé the tunnél beforé the passéengér
train goes through. ‘ ' e :

The Roadmaster or maintenance of way personnel will
measure the tunnel for changes prior to éach passénger
This exemption 1s~g;anted temporarily through =~ -
Tuesday, May 22, 1990, in order that the Commission can
consider thé matter further with respéct to the ‘
insurance réquireménts at its meeting on that date.

I certify that the Resolution was adoptéd by the Public Utilities
Commission on May 17, 1990 . L ' :
The following Commissioners approved it.

G. MITCHEEL WILX

, President

STANLEY W. HULETT

JOHN B. OHANIAN
Conmissioners

7,
‘Patricia M. Eckert, being necessarily

Commissioners Frederick R, Duda and /{
absent, did not participate.-
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