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AN EXEMPTION FROM COKPLIAIICB WITH "1'118 CUtARAMCR 
REQUIREMENTS OF GKIIBRAL ORDER 26-D IS GRAlft'BD TO 
THE EUREn SOO'l'BKRlf RAILROAD FOR THAX.OPERATIONS 
THROuGH ITS "nJJOIBL ·40 (IULBPOs"r 272). 

., 

Section 3.10 of General Order 26-0 requires railroad tunnels to·, 
have a minimum side clearance of 8'0.- from the c~ntet line of 
track. The Eureka Southern Railroad company (ESRR) TUnnel 40 At 
Milepost 27~.has been subj~ct t6 movement inward and do~s,pot 
meet the minimum clearance requirements of Getulr8l0rder 26':'0. , 

BY l~s Petition For Variance dated Hay 8, 1990, ESRR, reqtiests~,the 
california Public Utilities commission grant ESRR an"e)(etnptlon,' ,'. 
frOm compliance with the clearance requirements of GeneialOrcler, 
26-D concerning Tormal 40. for the 1990 passenger season •. 'l'he' 
~tltion is m~ant to satisfy the requirements of Reso~ution , 
SR-16, dated May 4, 1990, which authorized passenger train 
excursioi'l sendce on the ESRR between Willits and Eureka. .' 
Ordering Paragraph 3 of Resolution SR-16tequires that "the , 
carrier must comply with, or have been granted an exemption from, 
the clearance requireme~ts of General order 26-D in order to 
operate through tunnel 40 (milepost 272)-. 

Attached to the petition is a report from Baird Engineering dAted 
April 25, 1990, which ptoVides the following information 
regarding TUnnel 40. 

1. present plans. for tho tunnel- are to complet~iy -re,move ' 
the over burden and eliminate the walls during the' ' 
summer of 1990 and install steel tunnel sotsf6r wall 
replacement. 

2. At the presei'lt time bracing has been Installed. Clt the." 
bottom of the floor/wall systems to support the tunnel' 
wall from any further movement inward. This pr6vides a 
stable system for the walls and roof areas. 

3. During the dry part of the summer with the existing 
stabilization and bracing that is presently, in place, . 
the tunnel is safe and not blocked and wil not be in·a 
condition to collapse so that rail traffic can c6ntinue 
thru October of 1990. 
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As a supplement to its Petition For VAriance, BSRR in its 
Petition I~ Response To Res6lutlonSR-16, dated May 10, 
1990,st,ated the ~peeder .car that ptecedes eaoh passenger trAin 
(as required by SR-16, Orderi~9 paragraph 61 will stop and ; 
observe the tunnel before the passenger tra n, goes' through. " In 
addition, the Roadmaster.or maintenance of way personnel will 
periodically measure the tunnel for changes. Suohmeasurement 
will be made prior to each passenger run. 
In view of the ah<?ve, An'exemption tothe,cleArance'requJ.l:'~me'nts 
of General Order 26-0 should be granted ,f.orEsRR's tunne14() '" 
for the 1990 passenger season. passenger'servic~,will begin May 

-18; 1990. In the it'lt~\r,est of. public health and saf.ety,the 
, C6rnmissi6n has to act today. 

IT'IS ORDERED that the requested exempti6~ tr6n\·th~ mini~um 
olearance requirements of Ge~eral Order 26-0 for thegureka 
Southern Railroad 'Nnnel 4G is heiebygranted subjeot to the 

., , followlng conditions t 

1. 

2. 

~trl s~t~~e!n~a~b~~~eP~~~et:~n:~c~~~~:e'~~:r P~~:!~ger 
train goes through. . 

The Roadmasterormaintenance of way personnelwiil' 
measure the tunnel for changes pt16r to each passenger 
run. . 

3. Thls exemption is 9J;'anted tempatarily, through ' , , 
Tuesday, Hay 22, 1990, in order that the commission can 
consider the matter further with respect to tha 
insurat'lce requirements at its meeting on that date. 

I cert.ify that the Resolution was adopted by the Public Utilities 
Commission on May 11 i 1990 • 
The following Commissioners approved it. 

G. MI'ICHELL WII1{ 
President 

mANlEY W. HUlEIT 
JOHN B. atANIAN 

Coomissioners 

Comrrdssioners Frederick R. nuda and 
Patricia M. Eckert, being necessarily 
absent, did not participate. 


