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AN EJC:FJwr10N FROM COMPLIANCE WITH ~ CI.F.ARANCR 
REQUIREMENTS. OF· GENERAL ORDER 26-0 IS GRANTED. TO 
THE E'uRE:KA SOUTHERN RAILROAD FOR TRAIN 6PERATI6NS 
THROUGH ITS 'l'UNNKL 40 (MILEPOst 272). 

. - . . 

section l.10 Of General Order 26-D requires railroad tunli~lk"t6<' ~ 
have a minimum side. olearance of 8' 0- from the cente~ line of,. 
track. The Eur(!kas6uthern· Railroad company (ESRR) Tulihel '4.0 at:' 
Milepost 272 has been subject to movement inward and does .. no~, _ ! . 

meet the minimum clearance requirements of General Order 26'""0.: ";, 

~y it~ petition for Variance dated Kay 8, 19~O, ~s~ ~equest,$th~. . 
california PlibllcOtilities· comtnlssiongrant' ESRR 3rlexemption: -;. _ 
from compliance with the clearance. requirements of'G~l\e-ralfqrde~-~:' 
26-0concerilir'l9 TUnnel. 40 for the 1990 passenger ~eas6n. <The' . 
petition is ,meant to satisfy the reqUirement:, otRf3S6h~ti~rt' 
SR-16, dated May 4, 1990, which author~zed passenger train 
excursion service oil the ESRR between Willits and gureka. i, , 

ordering Paragraph l of Resolution SR-16 rt~q\lires that ·:~the .. ' __ 
carrier must comply with, or have beenqranted an exemption ft.om, 
the clearanc~ reqUirements of Gene.ral order 26-0 in order to 
operate through tunnel 46 (Milepost 272)-. 

Attached to the petition is a t'eport from Baird Engineering dab~d 
April 25, 1990, which provides the following information " 
regarding TUnnel 40: . 

1. 

2. 

3. 

present·plans for the tunnel are to completely r~move 
the overburdEH\ and eliminate the walls durin~ th~ .. 
summer of 1990 and install steel tunnel sets for'wall 
r~placemelit. . . . 

At the present time bracing has b~en installed at the' 
bottom of the floor/wall systems to support the ,tunnei 
wall from any fUrther movement inward. This provides a 
stable system for the wall~ and roof areas~ . 

During the dry part of the summer with the 'e)dsting , 
stabilization and bracing that is presently;in piace, 
the tunnel is safe and not blocked and will not be in a 
condition to collapse so that rail traffic can continue 
through October of 1990. 
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As a supplement to its Petition Fot varlancf), ESRR in its 
petition In Resp6nse To Resolution SR-16, dated Kay 10, ..... . 
1990,1 .. stated the speeder car that pk'ecedes .. l!ach' passenger. train 

. (as requh:ed by SR-16j Ordering' paragraph 6)wi11 stopaild " . 
observe the tunnel before the passen9~r,train goes through. In 
addition, the Ro.admaster or maintenance of way personnel wtt1 
periodicallY measure the tunnel for changes, such measur~~ent 
will be made prior to each pa'ssenqer run. ~ 

In view of the above, Resolution SR-19 dated May, 1?, 1~90, '" 
granted a temporary exempt.ion to General Order ~t)-D eXpit'in<.JJo{aY 
,22, ,1990, and passenger se~vice began. May is. .. The. e)temptlohwas 
temporary in 6rder that the commission could-consider,:the matter' 
further with respect tC) the insurance requirements _: This; 
eXemption was furth~r extended to ,June '6, ,1990 by ResOlution SR-

.18 dated May 22, 1990. "- ' 
~"-

The commissio~ has fuither considered'thl! lnatterwrth'i"~,sp~~t ,to C 

. instirarice requir~ments.The. ralh'oad has fil~~ ~videhc~;Of ,:', .. 
insurance in respOnse 'to ,conditibh'5 of'ResolutionsR;"lfh,.'Ari: 
e)(emption to the cleara,nc~'requirementsot General .6rdei, ~6"'I? ' :.' 
sh9Uld be granted for ESRRi s tutmel 40 f6'rthe 1~96passe,hqer-
season •. In the interest of public health and safety, the ,": ...... . 
commission has t6 act today.· . 

IT IS ORDERED that: the requested ~xemptiofi.from ~he rriinimum 
clearance requirements of General Order 26-0' for the Eureka .. 
southern Railr~ad TUnnel 40 is hereby granted subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The spee<1er'car that precedes each passenger train 
will stop and observe the tUnl\el before the passenger 
traIn goes through. .. 

The Roadm<1ster or maintenance of way p~rsohnel will·,' . 
measure the tunnel for changes prior to each pass~nger 
run. 

Thee)(emptioil granted by this resolution shall' e)(phOe 
~()ncurrently with the authority ,granted in Resolution, 
SR-16 upon completion of the final run of October 14, 
1990. 
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