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AN EXEMPTION FROM COMPLIANCE WITH THE CLEARANCE

REQUIREMENTS OF GENERAL ORDER 26-D IS GRANTED TO
THE EURERA SOUTHERN RATLROAD FOR TRAIN OPERATIONS _
THROUGH ITS TUNNEL 40 (MILEPOST 272). -

Section 3.10 6f General Order 26-D requires railroad tunnéls to
have a minimum sidé clearance of 8407 from thé center 1liné of
~track. The Euréka Southern Raflroad Ccompany (ESRR) Tunnél 40 at’®
Milepost 272 has been subject to movement inward and does not .-

- meet the minimum cléarance requirements of General Order 26 D..wﬂ~

. By its Petition Eor variance dated May 8, 1990, ESRR requésts thé
California Public Utilities Commission grant ESRR an exémption: .. .
from compliance with the clearance requ?rements of General: Order f?

26-D concerning Tunnél 40 for the 1980 passénger séason. Thé '

petition is meant to satisfy the requirements of Resoiution

- SR-16, dated May 4, 1990, which authorized passengér train C

excursion service on the ESRR bétweén Willits and Eureka.- .=

ordering Paragraph 3 of Resolution SR-16 requires that #the . =

carriér must comply with, or have been grantéd an estemption froém, .

the clearance requirements of General Order 26-D in order to - -

‘operate through tunnel 40 (Milepost 272)~,

Attached to the petitidn is a report from Baird Engineering datedr
Apri) 25, 1990, which provides the following information o
regarding Tunnel 40 , '

1. Present plans for the tunnel are to completely remove
the overburdén and eliminaté the walls during thé.
summér of 1990 and install steel tunnél sets for wall
réplacement. .

At theé present time bracing has been installed at the
bottom of the floor/wall systems to support the tunneél
wall from any further movément inward. This provides a
stable system for the walls and roof areas‘ B

During the dry part of the summer with the’ existing L
stabilization and bracing that is présently in place,
the tunnel is safe and not blocked and will not be in a
condition to collapse so that rail traffic can continue
through Octobér of 1990. .
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As a supplemeént to its petition For Variance, ESRR in its
PetitiOn In Respdénsé To Resolution SR=16, dated May 10, :
1990, stated the speeder car that preécedes. eéach’ gassenger train
(as regquired by SR-16, ordering Paragraph 6) will stop and
observe theé tunnel before the ¥assenger train goeés through, < I
addition, the Roadmastér or mainténance of way personneél will L
. périodically measure thé tunnel for changes. - Such measurement

© . will be made prior to each passenger run.

In view of thé above, Resolution SR-19. dated Hay 17, 1990, ,“fv'
granted a temporary exemption to General Order 26-D éXpiring May-
22, 1990, and passengér sérvice began May 18.  The exemption was
temporary in order that the c0mmissién could- consider the matter
further with respect to the insurancé réquirements: -This @ . .
exemption was further extended to’ June 6, 1990 hy Resolution SR—'
18 dated May 22, 1990. , A , ‘ e T

The cOmmlssion has further considered thé natter with 1espect to‘
- insurance requireéments. The rallroad has filed evidence of a
insurance in response to Conditlon -5 of Résolution SR-16. Ah;,_{

exémption to the clearancé requirements of General Order 26~ =D -
should be granted for ESRR’s tunnél 40 for the 1994 passenqer,.;,<
season. In the interest of public health and safety, the

- Commission has to6 act today. :

IT IS ORDERED that: the requested exemption from the minimum
clearance requirements of General oOrder 26-D for the Euréka L
Southern Railrcad Tunnel 40 is hereby granted subjeéct to the
following conditions:

1. The speeder car that precédes each passenqer train N
will stop and observe the tunniel before the passenger
train goes through. : ,

The Roadmaster’ or maintenance of way personnel will
meéeasure the tunnel for changes prior to each. passenger
.run, '

The exenption granted by. this resolution shall eXpire
concurrently with thé authority grantéd in Resolution
SR-%G upon completion of the final run of October 14,
1990, o ,
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I éértify that the Rﬁsolutﬁxﬂlwas adOpted by the public Utiiities'

- Commission on .
__The follo\dng Commissionérs apprmfed it.r;
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