
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

SAFETY DIVISION 
Railroad Safety Branch 

.B~§O!!Y~'!QH 

RESOLUTION SR-22 
Soptember 12, 1990 

RESOLUTION SR-22. RECOMMENDATION TO THE CALIFORNIA 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION FOR INCREASED FUNDING TO BE 
SET ASIDE FOR MAINTAINING AUTOMATIC GRADE-CROSSiNG 
PROTECTION OEVICES UNDER PUBLIC UTILITIES CODE SEeTtoN 
1231.1 

SUJOlARY 

This resolution recommends to the california Trans~rtatIon .. 
commission (eTC) to allocate, for the, 1991-92 ~iseal.year, the 
sum of $3,500,000 for the purpose of paying the local 
governments I share of the cost of maintaining automatic grade­
crossing protection. 

BACJ(GROUND 

Public Utilities (PU) Code Section 1231.1 requires that in each 
annual prop<?sed budget prepared \)y the Department of . ' 
Transportation (CALTRANS) the sum 6f $1,000,000 be set aside 
for allocation to the pubiic Utilities commission (P~C) to pay 
to railroad or street railroad corporations the share of the 
cost to cities and counties of maintaining automatic grade­
crossingprotectioil. For crossings ~hat,were improved pursuant 
to the Federal Grade-Crossing Improvement program, the . c • , 

maintenance costs are apportioned 50% between the railroad and . 
the city or county. Fora new crossing, the maintenance-costs 
are apportioned pursuant to the agree~ent between the railroad 
and the public agenoy as prescribed in the Commission deoision 
authoriiing th~ crossing. . 

In 1988, an1amendrnent to Public Utilities Code Section 1231.1 
was enacted which specifies that the PUC may recommend a sum 
greater than $1,000,000 be set aside if the PUC finds that 
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•• $1,000,000 is not su£fici~nt due to an increaso 1n the number of 
grade-crossinq protection devicos or an Increaso in the cost6f 
maintenance of those devices. The specific amount of the total 
allocation shall be determined by the eTC. 

DISCUSSION 

When the automatic grade-crossing protection maintenance lund 
was first established in 1965, the maximum annual allocation of 
$1,000,000 was sufficient to cover all claims filed by railroad . 
and street railroad corporations. HOwever, with the advent of a 
Federal grade-crossing protection funding pro9r~m beqinnlngwith 
the 1913 Federal Highway Safety Act, the installation and . 
upgrading of automatic grade-crossing protection devices . 
increased which caused claims to exceed fundsaval1able f6r the 
calendar years 1977 and thereafter. 

The maintenance fund cl~ims (filed ofl_a calendar year basis) a~d 
payments (trom fiscal year budgets) for the past live years are 
as followst --

FIscal Year No. of crossings Total claims Total paid 

1985-86 3t03~ $3,836,111- $1jOOO,OOO 
1986'-87 ~,985 3,983,131 1,006;000 
1987-88 3,094 3,250,203 1,()()OjOOO 
1988-89 3,091 J,4!?2,303 1,000;000 
1999-90 3,130 3,659,437 1,000,000 

.' ~ ., 
Tho m~lntenancefund claims for calendar year 1990 1s expeqted 
to.be$3,700,OOO for an estimated 3,200 crossings. CALTRANS has 
informed the safety Division that for fiscal year 1990-91 art'· 
amount of $3,500,000 has been budgeted for allocation to the 
maintenance fund to pay the 1990, claims. We anticipa.te that the 
claims for calendar year 1991 will be at the same level or 
higher than 1990, therefore, an ~llocation of $3,500,000 will 
again be needed for the 1991-92 fiscal year. 

FINDINGS 

For the 1991-92 fiscal year, the sum of $3,500,000 will be 
needed to pay the local governments' share of the cost of 
malntaining automatic 9rade-crosslng protection devices. 
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THEREFORE,' :iT IS ORDERED ~thatt 

Ir't accordanCl! with PU C6d~ Section 1~31.1, the Commis:sion '. 
recomm~nds to the california Tra!\sportation Commission that a. 
sum of three millioll,tive hundred. thousa~d c:1011ars ($3,500;000) 
be allocated for the 1991-92 fiscal year-for the purpose of _ 
paying to 'ra i,l road or' s treat ra i h,'oad . c6rp6~a tions, thE'! share of 
the C,osts.tocitiesand counties of maintaining Aut6maticgrade­
eros sing, pl."ote,cti6n ~ 

·..rhe effective 'date of this Resolution {s'to,daY • 

. G. H ITCliE'LL'WI'LK 
, ... ,~ .' pr~sldellt ..... 

FREDERICK R. DUDA' . 
STAN LEV w.· HULETT, 
PATR1CIA'M.· ECKERT 
, ··tommls·s1on~rs 

". <. 

being absent, 
not 'participate. 


