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AUTHORITY TO OPERATE PASSENGER TRAIN EXCURSIONS ON 
TRACKS 6F THE EUREKA SOUTHERN. RAILR6AD BETWEEN EURE}{A, 
CALIFORNIA, AND FORT SEWARD, cAl,iFORNIA, JNCLUJ)I~G ' , 
INTERMEDIATE POINTS, AND BETWEEN EUREKA, CALIFORNiA, AND 
P01NTS WITHIN A 10~KItE RADIUS OF EUREXA. 

BY letter dated October 9, 1990, the Eureka SouthernR~iltoad 
company (ESR) requests authority to Operate limited. passenger 
excursion service during portions of th~ remainder of the year 
1990. The letter is meant to satisfy the requirements-of- the 
ca,lifotnia Public Utilities C6mmls'si6n ,(CPUC) 'in authori~ing '­
passenger service on the line., Authority for passahger train " 
eXCUI'siOr'lswas previously granted 'by Resolution Nos .SR:-16.a'nd . , 
SR-20 1 dated May 4, 1990 and June 6, 1990, respectively,' for the 
1990' season through October 14 t 1990. That auth9rity I h6WAVEU~;: 
was conditioned on the ESR meeting state artd ,federalsa£ety ,~ , ' 
requlations and was i\ullified by an emergency o'rder fromt:he 
Federal Railroad Administration (FAA) p~ohibiting, passenger ,', " 
service between Willits and Eureka becaUSe the subject track did 
not meet Class 1 requirements, 

Subsequently, after repairs performed by the ESR and several' FRi~ 
re-inspections, an FRA order dated October 1, 1990 has-partially 
lifted the previous order artd authorized passenger service ' 
between Fort Seward (Milepost (MF) 216.6) and Eureka (MP 284.1). 

The irtstant ESR petition seeks ~uthortty to operate one orm6re 
round-trip excursion runs between Eureka and Fort Seward ' 
through November 11, 1990. The petition 'also requests,' authority 
to conduct occasional passenger.excursions over track located 
within a radius of. 10-miles (north and south) of Eureka, 
through December 31,,1990, 

Resolution SR-20 addressed an ESR petition for Variance from the 
clearance requirements of General, Order 26-0 concerning'Tutu\el 
40 and granted a Variance through October 14, 1990. By the , 
instant resolution, we extend said variance through N6Vember 11, 
1990. We note that the passenger service proposed within a, t,en­
mile radius of Eureka will not reach TUnnel 40. Moreoverl,it 
will be conducted over generally flat terrain where no rei 1 
safety problem has been identified. 
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The ESR letter providas the following additional information, 

1. Excut'siOJl service between Eureka and Fort Seward will 
be one-day, round-trip seNice and wll1 occur 6n 'aIle _6r 
more weekends. Fares will be $29 for children and $65 
for adults. 

2. The dates and fares for the shorter oxcursion service' 
within a lO-mile radius of Eureka, plal"u\ed prirlcl.pal.ly 
as Christmas season events, will be announced at, a-' 
later date. 

'. .' 

3. Liability insurance of $5~OOO,OOO will be pr6videdhy 
the carrier for all passenger service. - - -- .-

o4.ll radio-eq'uipped, track pa"trol car, manned bY'-railroad 
personnel, _ will precede each train operatingl?etwe~eil­
Eureka and Fort seward to assure the safety of the'-,_ 
line. 

B~sedon the informationcontairl"e9 in the letter and pr~vl~~~ 
information furnished to us on the ESR, we conclude that the' 
request is reasonabl~ and agree'that the operationoi thetra.ins 
can be conducted by the carrier as requested. - -_ 

IT IS ORDERED that the requested authority is herebY 9ranted 
subject to the {ollowing conditionsl - . 

1. Track; equipment, and operation shall be maintained . 
according to applicable sections in the Code 6f Federal 
Regulations applying to Common Carriet Railroa~, ' 
CorpOrations, as well as all state regul~tions, . 
including sections Of the california Public Utilities 

,Code and applicable CPUC General Orders. 

2. Liability insurance requirem~nts of not less than 
$5,000,000 shall be provided for each pAs~enger run 
operated. 

3. The entire operation shatl be conducted' inacc<>.rdance .. 
with the Operating Rules and Emergency plan of ~he -
Eureka Southern Railroad, and will include operati~9 
a radio-equipped track patrol car manned by railroad 
personnel before each passenger excursion train between 
Eureka and Fort Seward (and return). 

4. With respect to the Eureka-Fort Seward excursion. 
passenger service, this authority shall be effective 
·through November 11, 1990. 
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5. Withe re~peot to the excursion passer\ger. service wlt'hlil 
a lO-mile radius 6ft!ureka, this auth6rity shall be . 
effective through DeCEm\be~ ,31; 1990. ' At least 10 days 
prior to any. s~ch e~cursi6n service I. the ES~ sh,all 
lnform the CPUC inwriting6f the dates, fares and 

,approximate times6f, the service. , , 

6. The var~a~ce gra.nteclby Res6luti6t\ SR-~2()fr~m the .' .. ' 
clearance requi:teme'nts. of GeJ\e,ral0rde~:2~"'D concerrting 
Tunnel 40 is extended throughNovepfuer.11, 1990., 

O. MlrCHEll WIU{ 
, .. '. ,... Prcsk.ient .', , 
. ffiEpERfCK R.OUDA' 
STANLEY W. :f-ItfiErt 
JOHN B.' OIiAtf.l'ttl 
PAmelA M. EC;{f:llf 
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