
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF '('HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

safety Division 

B~~2LY~.I~B 

RESOI,UTION SR-4 
May 10, 1~S9 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN TRANSIT 
DEvELOPMENT BOARD. (HTDB) To DEVIATE FROH.THE PROVISIONS 
OF SEctION 7.8 OF GENERAL ORDER 75-0 BY MODIFYING THE 
SOUNDING OF BELLs ON ALL GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION 
DEVICES EQUIPPED WITH GATES ON THE EL CAJON EAST LINE 
EXTENSION PROJECT 

8-2 

By letter dated Ap~il 19, 1989, san Diego HTDB has requested 
authorization for theEl cajon East Line Extensi6p Pt~je~t t~. 
deviat~ from the provision ot Sectlo~ 7.8 of General Order75~C 
that requires the constant ringing of bells at raiit6ad/hlghway 
grade cros~ings when the gates are activated by passing·~raiils. -
Specifically,;san (>iego MTDB has requested permission .to_ have,; 
the bells remain silent while the gates are.in the down· pOsition 
to avoid the ~~n6yance of. continuously ringing bells in the . 
residential and suburban commercial areas served by the E1 cajon 
East Line Extension project. 

San Diego MTpB propose~ to m~ify t1)e g~acie 9r6ssing pr6t~ction 
devic;es so t~at the bells will sound onlY during the initial .-. . 
w~rning and desc¢nt stages, until the gates are ~ithin·_16 degrees 
of the horizontal down position. HoweVer, the flashing red· 

!~{~!Sth!l!a~~~t!~~ed~~nP~~~i~:et~ir:c:;:a!ri:~~~i~gli:st~~ring 
that the necessary vehicle safety is maintained. 

Safety Qivis~6n stai( conc~ucies that San Diego MTDB's propos~l .. 
is a safe and reas6nabl~ alternative to the requ.irementi6r. '. 
continuously ringin9btHls~' Also, there is precedenye for> tllis 
request in that the commission has previously gr~nt~d'a si~il~~ 
exemption to ·Sacramentb Regional Transit- in ResOlution No. RTS-
11. 



, 
Resolution . SR-4 

'l'HEREFOREI 

IT IS RESOLVED thatth~ ,san Dieg6lqDB be auth6rizedto deviate 
fton section 7.8 Of General Ordef'15-C s6 that the. 'sounding Of 
the bells 6ccurs only during the' initial warninriar\d d~scent . 
sta(je until. the , 9a.tes are within 10 degrees of th& horizontal 
positiontol'qrade crossing protection devices 6nth~·El cajon 
East Line Extension project. This resolution is eftective 
today • 

. ~t~mnsc~~!!t~st~~tathf~l~!~¥!~O~e:~tll;d~~t~:~b~o~hr9~~He 
The following C6mmisslon~rs approved itt· ..... 


