
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATB OF CALIFORNIA 

SAFETY AND ENFORCEMENT DlVISION 
Railroad Safety Branch 

RRSO!!!!~.!()H 

RESOLUTION SR-85 
October 9, 1996 

RESOLUTION S~-SS ~ .R~COMMENDATIO~. TO C THE ,CALIFORNIA 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION FOR INCREASED' FUNDING TO BE 
SET ASIDE FOR MAINTAINING AUTOMATIC GRADE-CROSSING 
PROTECTION DEVICES UNDER PUBLIC UTILITIES CODE SECTION 
1231.1. 

SUMMARY 

This resolutionrec6fumends to the california Transportation 
Cornrtlissi6n (CTCLto allocate, for the 1997-9S'fiscal year, the 
sum of $4,250,00,0 for the I?u:t'pose of ~ I!ay~n!1 th~ 16c~1. . , . 
governments· share of the cost <;>f malntal1l1ng automatlc grade
crossing protection. The annual allocation for each of the 
last four years was $4,000,000. 

BACKGROUND 

Public uti.lities (PU) Code Section 1231.1 requires,that in each 
annual proposed budget prepared by the Department of , 
TransP9rtation (CALTRANS),the sum of $1,000,000 be set aside 
for allocation to the Public Utilities commission (PUC) to pay 
to railroad or street railroad corporati6ns the share of the 
cost to cities and counties of maintaining automatic grade
crossing prot¢ction. For crossings that were improVed pursuant 
to the Federal Grade-croSsing Improvement program. the . 
maintenance costs are apportioned 50\ between the railroad and 
the city 6r county. For a new crossing, the maintenance costs 
are apporti.oned pursuant to the agreement between the raill."oad 
and the public agency as prescribed in the Commission decision 
authorizing the c~ossing. ' 

In 1988, anlame~dment t?~ublic Utilities Code Section 123i.1 
was enacted wh1ch. speclfles that the PUC may recoIT~end a sum 
greater than $1,000;000 be Set aside if the PUC finds that 
$1,000,000 is not sufficient due to an increase in the number 
of grade-crossing protection devices Or an increase in the cost 
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of maintenance of those devices. The specific amount of the 
total allocation shall be determined by the CTC. 

DISCUSSION 

When.the automatic grade-crossing protection maintenance fund 
was first established in 1965. the maximufuannual allocation of 
$1,000,000 was sufficient to cover all claim~ tiled. by railroad 
and street railroad corporations. However, wl~h the advent of a 
Federal grade-crossing protection funding p~ogram beginning with 
the 1973 Federal High\-:ay safety Act, the_ installation and 
upgrading of automatic grade-crossing protection devices 
increased which caused claims to exceed funds available for the 
calendar years 1977 and thereafter. 

The railroads perform the required maintenance during a given 
calen~al.~ yeal.", then file a claim with the commission for 
reimbursem~nt of the 'city or county share. These claims are _ 
paid from fiscal year budgets. For the past five years, claims 
and payments were as follows: 

CY FY No. of Crossings Total Claims Total paid 
--- ,~) ,~} 

'91 91-92 3,186 4,329,816 3,500,000 
'92 92-93 3,083 4,162,573 3,500~()()O 
'93 93-94 3,010 4,288,318 4,000,000 . 
'94 94-95 3,042 4,371,828 4,()()0,OOO 
'95 95-96 3,095 4,347,243 4,000,000 

The maintenance fund claims for calendar year 1996 are expected 
to be-more than $4,300,000 for an estimated 3,100 crossings. 
The FY '96-97 budget inciudes $4 million for this program. We 
anticipate that claims for calerida~ year 1997 will be at the 
same level or higher than 1996, therefore, an allocation of 
$4,250,000 will be needed for the 1997-98 fiscal year. 

FINDINGS 

FOt the 1997-98 fiscal year, the sum of $4,250;000 will be 
needed to pay the local governments' share of the cost of 
maintaining automatic grade-crossing protection devices. 

2 



SAFETY AND ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 
Railroad Safety Branch 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that: 

RESOLUTION SR-8S 
October 9, 1996 

In accordance with PU COde Sect ion- i231.1, the commission 
recommends to the California Transportation Commis~ion that a 
sum of $4,250,000 be al16cat~d for the 1997-98 fiscal year for 
the purpose of paying to railroad or_street railroad 
~orpOratlons, the share of the co~~s to cities and counties of 
maintaining automatic grade:-crossing protection. 

The effective date of this ReS6i~tion is today. 

I hereby'certify th~t this Resolution was adopted by the Public 
Utilities commission at its regular meeting on October 9, 1996. 
The following Commissioners. approved it: 

P. GREGoRY CONLON 
President 

DANIEL WM-. FE$SLE~ 
JESSIE J. KNIGHT, Jr. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 


