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PUBLIC UtiLITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Rail Safely and Carriers Division 
Rail E)'lgineeril''lg &1fely Brallch 
Rail Crossings ProjC'Cts Section 

Resolution SR-99 
September 17, 1998 

RffiOLUTION SR-99. RECOMMENDATION TO tHE CALIFORNIA 
TRANSPORTA liON COMMISSION FOR INCREASED FUNDING . 
TO BESET ASIDE FOR MAINTAINING AUtOMATICGRADE
CROSSING PROTECfION DEVICES UNDER PUBLIC UTILITIfS 
CODE SECTION 1231.1. 

SUMMARY 

111i~ resolution recofilo\ends to the California Tr .. ulsportation Conunissi6n (crC) 10 

alloc;;lte, (or the 1999-2000 (isc\ll year, the sum of $4,250,000 (ot the purpose of paying 
the I~a' govenmlentsl shate of the cost of J'naiJ\laining automatic grade-crossing 
protecHon. 

BACKGROUND 

Public Utilities (PU) Code Sedi6n 1231.1 requites that in each a'l\nual proposed budget 
prepared by the Department of Trallsportation (CALTRANS), the SUill of $1,000,000 be 
set aside (or allocation to the Public Utilities COl'l\nussion (PUC) to pay to milroad or 
street railroad corporations the share of the cost to cities and cOllllties of Illail\taining 
auton\alic gnlde-crossing protecliol'l. I~or CroSSiIlgS that were improved pursuant to the 
Federal Gmde-C('ossing h)\ptovement Program, the nlaintellance costs are appOrtioned 
50% between the railroad alld the city or counly. For a (leW crossing. the nlaintenance 
cosls are apportioned pUrSUal\( to the agreen\ent between the railroad and the public 
agency as prescribed in the PUC decision authoriziI\g the crossing. 
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In 1988, an amendment to Public Utilities Code Section 1 ~31.11was ellacled which 
specifies that the PUC may recon\n\clld a surn greater than $1,000,000 be set aside if the 
PUC finds that $1,000,000 is not sufCiciell\ due to ('u\ hlcre,1se in the nun\ber o( gn\de
(rOSSillS protectlon devices or an h\creaSe in the cost of fllaintenancc of those devices. 
1he specific "(nount of the tot<.ll alloc.\tiOll shall be detern'lined by the erc. 

DISCUSSION 

\Vhen the automatic grade-croSsing pr6tectiorin\ain!er\aI'\(~e (und was first established 
in 1965, the ll\axhi\un\ aiu\uM alIocatiol\ of $1,OOO,(XX) was suJfident to covet aU daitns 
filed by railroad aI'id street railroad- rorponltions.· However, with the ad\'ent of a 
Federal grade-crosshlg protettioil funditlgpr6gran) beginrnng ,vhh the 1973 Federal 
Highway Safety Ad, the h)staU"Hon andupgl'ildiJ'ig of aulon'tattc grade-crosshig 
protection devices increased which caused daio\s to exceed funds available fot the 
calendar years 1977 and thereafter. 

The railroads perf o fill the required n\ainlel'lance during a givellcalendar year, then lile 
a datll\ with the PUC fiJr reimbursen\ent of the city or collilt}' share. These dainis are 
paid froll\ fisc .. ,l ye,'lr budgets. For the past five years, clah'l1s and payn\ents were as 
follows: 

CY FY No. of Crossings Total Claims Total Paid 
($) ($) 

'93 93-94 3,010 4,288,318 4,000,000 
'94 9-1-95 3~04~ 4,371,828 4,()()(),OOO 
'95 95-96 3,095 4,347,243 4,000,000 
'96 96-97 3,136 4,317,004 4,000,000 
'97 97-98 3,033 4,330,149 4,250,000 

The mahltenal'\ce lund daitns for ci,lelldar year 1998 are expected to be more thall 
$4,300,000 (or al\ estimated 3,050 crossh\gs. l1u~ FY '98-99 budget h'tdudes $4,~50,OOO 
for this piograrn. \Ve al\ticipate that claims (or ('i1lendar year 1999 will be at the &1I1le 
level or higher than 1998, therefore, an altoc.\tiOl\ of $4,150,000 will be needed for the 
1999-2000 fiscill year. 

FINDINGS 

1 AB 3065, (Polanco) SepteI'l\\x>r 29,1988 . 

.. 2-



~··· .. e 

RSCD/RffiB/RCPS/hs Resolution SR·99 

For the 1999-20CXl nSC'~ll ye,u, the-sum 0($4,250,(X)() will be needed topay the local 
governments' share of the cost of rnahllaining automatic grade-crossing protection 
devices. 

THEREFORH1 IT IS ORDERED that: 

In acrordante withPtJ Code Section. 1231.1, th~ PUC re<'On1tneridstothe -California' 
Transportatio~ Con\nus$i9~t~.at ",$un\.01 $4/~50/000 be ~~lOcat_ed (ot--the 1999-2000 . 
fiscal yeat lor the puipo~ of paying ~o railroad or street railroad corporations the share 
of the costs to cities and counties of maintaining automatic grade-<:tossing protection 
deVices. 

lhe e((ective date of this R~lulion is today. 

I hereby certify that this Resoluti~n ,\'as adopted b)~ the PublltUtilities Conunissionat 
its regular meeting (mSeptenlber 17, 1998. The lollowing Conmussioners approved it: 

..... "1. 

thJr.;4tu~ 
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WffiLBY M. FRANKLIN 
Exc<:utive Director 

RICHARO A .. BIlAS· 
Presidel\t 
P: GREGORY CONLON 
)FSSIE. J. KN-IGHT, JR. 
HENRVM. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Conu'nissioners 
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