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AUTHORIZING SANTA CLARA COUNTY TRANSIT AGENCY TO . 
DEVIATE FROM SECTION 5.3 OF GENERAL ORDER 143 ON THEIR" 
LIGHT RAIL LINE AT AND NEAR THE NORTH END OF VIRGINIA 
STREET STATION IN SAN JOSE. . 

By letters of May' ~4 and June 1, 19~0 santa clara C6unty Transit· 
Agency (SCCTA) requests authority to deviate from the side ..... ;., '. 
clearance and emergency walkway requirements of GenerAl Order··'14JL" 
section 5. J, at two locations at and near Virginia Street' 5ta'tion ' .'. 
in sa'n Jose. . ". 

The first iocati6n, for which A deviation is sought is north of .,;' 
Virginia stteet station, along a highway barrier wall and adjac6ht, 
to the southbound track. From 68 feet north of Traction·· '.' , 
Electrification System pole ~. ~9A to 28 feet· s6uth6f that.' pol~," . 
the side clearance between a light. rail vehicle and the wall .• " . 
ranges from .10.25 inches to 11075 inches. GeneralOrdet143F' 
section 5.3.3.2 requires a minimum side clearance of 12 inches. 

A 'deviation is also requested for· a ~econd loea.tion adjacent, to ,ail 
elevatorstrtlcture~ That structure is between the northbOund and, 
southbOund tracks at the north end of Virginia Street statiorits . 
passenger platform, Along the southbound track, a light rAi~' 
vehicle is as close as 18 inches from the highway batrier wall 
and 20 inches from the elevator/staiNay struoture. AlQnq the 
northbound track, a light rail vehicle is as'close as i$ inches 
from the side of the barrier wall and 21 inches from the :',. 
elevator/stairway structure. The sides of the elevator/staIrway ':, 
struoture extend 33.5, feet along bOth tracks. General order 143,'~, 
section 5.3.4 requires side clearances provide sufficient ~pace 'to 
allow passengers to leav.e a stalled trail) and reach a station or', 
safe point in an eme~gency., Under. any oircumstance . not m9re than.' 
two. of the eiqht side d6orson a stAnding light raii vehicle would 
be adjacent to the elevator/stairway structure • 
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At b6th locations being requested for deviation, the light ~ail 
right-of-way is constrained by the rights-of-way of State Route 
in • 

. The staff of the Rail Transit safety Branch has _ rovl(iwed _the 
'request for deviAtion from the requ!~ements 6i.GenOrill.Ordar 143 
and has inspected the sites with representativos of SCCTA. No 
protests or objections have baeli received. '- -. ".' 

The staff agrees that the safety of the 9&ner~1 public, passengers 
- arid employees of the rilil transit agency, in' the ilre~of the -­
.r~duced clearances, will be ildequately maintained with tb~ -
implementation of the f6110w1ng ordered conditions. . 

I~ IS ORDEREDthbt said 'authority is hereby granted -~~lndtha"t~ . 
. appropriate notice he given 6f the granting of said authority 
subjeot to the following conditions I _' " _ .-. ", " 

1. Authority to deviate from_ G~neral Orde~ 143~ ~e9t1,6n '. _ 
5.3.3.2 applies to the. highway harrier wall adjacent\t(> . 
the southb()Ul'ld _ track from 6.8 _ feet north of TES POle: 3 ~29A 
to 28 feet south of that p6le. . 

2. Authority to'deviAte from requirements 6f General Order 
143, Section 5.~.4 applies to both northbound and, . 
southbound tracks at the north end 6£ Virginia Street .. 
Station adjacent to the elevator/stairway. structuie. ' 

3. Authority to deviate from requirements 6f GeneralQr4~F . 
143 shal apply only to locations described in conditions 
1 and 2 of this order. 

4. An emergency walkway at least 30 inches in width shalf"~ 
maintained along at least One side of the tracks . -
thro~ghout the location described in c6ndition 1 6f·~hJs 
order. . 
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5. ~n6peratinq"rule shall. 'be~atritafned .8nd~rif6rced by,: 
SCCTA which requires ,that trains ~ot stoppii'HjAt'Vlrginla 
street 'station .shall hote>cceed ~5 idles ~l:' hour whIle 
passingBt~tion platto~s and}~hall B,oun,d ~118,whlle~. . 
pas$inq thr6ugh the ,st~tlon 6rwhil~' pass.lngotnertt,alns 
that are st6ppe<i At that station on the,'oppos.ite 'track.. . 

~o~f~!~~r\ t~~t th~ ~e);O!tb{6% ~!Mo adopt(>~ . bytiiio tlubHc' iI~li.t tIes . 

The fOllowing c6miniss'ionet~ approved it I ' 

' .. 


