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RESOLUTION ST-27 
Date September 3, 1997 

RESOLUTION ST-27. REVISES GENERAL ORDER No. 164 BY 
ADDINGS 'SECURITY REQUIREMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION'S FINAL RUL~ (49 CFR Part 
659). THE REVISED GENERAL ORDER SHALL BE DESIGNATED AS 
GENERAL ORDER No. 164 -A. . 

SUMMARY 

On January 26, 1996 the Federal Transit Administl.-ation (FTA) 
issued Final Rule (49 CFR Part 659) l.-equiring the Commission to 
develop a standard fOr the safety oversight of transit agencies' 
rail fixed guide~ay systems. On September 20, 1996, the 
Commission issued General Order No. 164 as its standard. 
Addi tionally, the FTA' s Final Rule requii.-es the Commission to 
add securit.y requirements to its standard, and approve the 
transit agencies' security portion of their system safety 
program plans (SSPP) before Januat-y 1, 1998. This resolution 
adds the security requirements to Genel.-al Order No. 164, and 
designates the revised ordei.' as General Order No. 164-A. 

BACKGROUND 

The Intel.-modal Surface TranSpOrtation Efficiency Act of 1991 
requires theFTA to issue a rule requiring the states to OVel.-see 
the safety of rail fixed guideway systems nOt regulated by the 
Federal Railroad Administration. In response, the FTA issued 49 
CFR Part 659 (FTA's rule) which became effective on January 26, 
1996. The rule requires each state to designate an agency to 
oversee the safety of rail transit systems. Governor Wilson, by 
letter dated October 13, 1992, designated the Public Utilities 
Commission as the oversight agency for California. 

A specific element of the FTA's rule required the Commission to 
develop a standard that addresses, in part, requirements fOl" 
transit agency SSPPs. This standard was developed as General 
Order No. 164. The transit agencies' SSPPs were approved by the 
Commission before January 1, 1997. An additional requil-ement of 
the ITA's rule is,for the commission to include security as part 
of the transit agencies' sSPPs and for the Commission to approve 
the security part ion of each transit agency's SSPP before 
January 1, 1998. This l"esolution adds the security requirements 
to General Order No. 164. 
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DISCUSSION 

Resolution ST-21 
Sept. 3, 1991 

To implement the security requirement· of the ITA's rule, Gelieral 
Order No. 164, Section 3. REQUIREMENTS FOR SYSTEM SAFETY PROGRAM 
PLANS, paragraph 3.2 needs to be i-evised to read as follows:' 

3.2 The system safety p:r~t"am plan shal i address the 
personal secui-ity of tJle l"ai I transit age~cy' s 
passengers and employees. The Federal Transit 
Administl"ation's. final i.-epOrt FTA-MA-90-7001-94-1, 
TRANSIT SYSTEM SECURI'i'Y·PROGRAMPLANNiNG GUIDE; dated 
January 1994,' shall .sEn.-ve as a ~et of guidelines for 
preparation of. the' ~ecui.·ity pOrtion of each i.-ail 
transit agency's system safety program plan. 
Procedul-al details that the rail transit agency 
classifies asconfidentialinfoi-rriatioil to prevent Oi.
mitigate breaches of security shall'not be reVealed in 
the system safety pl-ogram plans~ Each i~,ail t~'ansit 
agency shall subr.nit the·· secui-ity portio'li of its system 
safety program plant6 ~he Commission for approval 
p~ior to January 1, 1990, or the date it begins 
operations, whichever is later. 

PROTESTS 

No protests have been received by the Commission to this 
amendment to General Order No. 164. 

FINDINGS 

The FTA's rule requires the Commission to update its standard, 
General Order No. 164 with the FTA's requirement for security, 
and to appi-ove each transit agency's security portion of its 
system safety pl"Ogram plan before January 1, 1998. The general 
order will need to be renumbered to General Order No. 164-A. 

THERE~~Rg, IT IS ORDERED that General Order No. 164 be modified 
by the change as stated in the "Discussi6n" section of this 
resolution, and be renumbet-ed General Order No. 164 -A. 

This order becomes effective on the first day of the first month 
following the adoption date of this resolution. 
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Resolution ST-27 
Sept. 3, 1997 

Rail Transit Safety Section 

I hereby certify that this Resolution was adopted by the Public 
Ut i I it ies Comrnission at its t-egular meeting on September 3. 
1997. The following Conunissioners appt'oved it: 
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wesley 
Execut 
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President p. GreOgl.Cy conlon 
Jessie J. Knight Jr. 
Henry M. Duque· 
Josi~h L. Neepe~ 
Richard A. Bilas 
Commissioners 


