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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Rail Safely and Carriers Division 
Rail Enginl'i'ring Safety Branch 
Rail Transit Safety SC'Ction 

Resolution ST·42 
D.lte July 8, 1999 

RESOLUTlON ST·42. GRANTING SACRAMENTO REGIONAL TRANsIT 
DISTRICT (SRTD) A VARIANCE FROM RULE 37, TABLE 1, CASE 3 OF 
GENERAL ORDER 95 REQUIRING 19 FEET MINIMUM VERTICAL 
CLEARANCE OF LIGHT RAIL CONTACT \VIRES ABOVE 
THOROUGHFARES 

SUMMARY 

By tetter dated February 16, 1999, the Sacramento Regional Transit District (SRID) r\."'quc.sts a 
variance from Rule 31, Table I, Case 3 ofGeneml Oider (G.O.) 95 requiring 19 fed minilllUnl 
vertical clearance oflight rail contad "ires abo\"e thoroughf:'Ucs. This reque.st is due to structural 
conditions at the location limiting the ma.xhnum wrtical clcarance (0 16'·10';. 

BACKGROUNI> 

SRTD is in the final design stage.s ofan extension to the existing light rail system fronl the 161h 

and 23rJ Street stations (0 a (emlinus at r-.feadowview Road. Tracks are de.signed (0 run parallel (0 

Union Pacific Railroad's (UPRR) existing right-of·wa)' and under an existing o\wpass that 
limits the maximum attainable vertical dearancc. This overpass is LRTIUPRR Separation Bridge 
No. 24C·362 (Bee Bridge). 

DISCUSSION 

Sacramento Regional Transit District's profX)S\."'\I de.sign calls for the operation of a double track 
s)'stem that crosses 19'" Street main thOroughf..1.re at an angle in a sharedright-or-way arid ~lsse-s 
under the Bee Bridge which limits the vertical clearance. Since it is not practical to incr('ase the 
existing clearance under the Boo Bridge to llieet the lllinimun\ clearance requirement. SRTD· 
proposes that the contact \\ire W located at 16'-0" while leaving 10" for uplift and tolerances. 
To ensure safe conditions. SRTD \\ill warn motorists of the roouced clearance condition b}' 
installing and maintaining signs at the follo\\ing locations: 
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e · East and west sid\'·s of 19~ Street ~djacent to its intersections "ith 0, P, and Q str.:-cts 

• South side of Q Street just prior to the 19~ Street it~tc-rsC'Ction 

• On the bridge itsdfin the dir«tion oftra01c (since 19~ Str"d is one-wilY) 

All signs \\ill be in confonllance \\ith the Manual on Unifoml Tnlflle Control Deyices aIuVot 
Cattrans Trame Manual. Sign natur~ and exact location \\iH be de-termined and approved via the 
City of Sacramento's encro..1.chmenl (X'nnit process. 

Ttam~ entering 19111 Street frorn 0, P, and Q streets \\ill be adequately wamcd of the reduc-ed 
clearance condition. The lll3.xilhUI1\ allowable height of any l1'lotor \'.:-hicle in Califomia is 13; 6" , 
and the. location ofwamingsigns gi\'es the driwr ora vehicle exct'\.--ding the nH\.ximum allOwable 
height adequate time and di~tance 'to S\.~k an altemate route. Thereforc, the Rail Transit Safety 
Section (RTSS) bcticv¢s thc precautions propOS\.-xJ are adequate and recommends the approval of 
the variance requested. 

PROTESTS 

All inte-re-sted parties have lx'en advised of the conte-nts ofthis resolutlon, aud 110 knO\\TI protest 
or obj~lion has been received. This is aJso an uncontested maHer in which the resolutioll grants 
the rdie-frequestoo. AccordIngly, pursuant to PU Code. Section 31t (g)(2), the othe-mise 
applicable 30-day period for public review and comme-nt is beillg waived . 

• 'INDINGS 

1. It is not practical to increase the c1e-arrulce at the Be-c Bridge overpass to me-et the minimuI1\ 
vertical de-arance requirement. 

2. Trame isadequ3tcly warne-d of the reduced clearance condition. 

3. Rcque-sted variance to 0.0.95 in this application is safe and reasonable. 

TI-IEREFORE, IT IS ORDEREI> thai: 

SRTD is grrulted the \'ari3li.CC to G.O. 95, Rule 31, Table I, Case 3 for l,he SIX~ific application iii. 
which trolley contact \\ite is installed at the 19'" street crossing under the Be-e Bridge with a 
clearane-e of 16'·0" above pavente-nt. This variance is granted \\ilh the condition that SRTD 
ins~alls and maintains illlp..1.ir.:-d clearance signs placed on the bridge ilsclf, the cast and we-st sides 
of 19'" Street at 0, P, & Q streets, and the south side ofQ Street pri6r to the right hand turn on 
19'" Street. AU signs Illust be in confotnlance \\ith the Manual on Unlfotn\ Trame Control 
Dc\'kes and/or Cattrans Tram~ Manual. Signtiature and exact location "ill be delerrnined and 
approved 'ria the Cit)' of Sacramento's enc'roachment permit process. 
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This r-:solution is eO\.~tive today. 

I het~b)' certify that this resolution was adoptoo by the 'Public Utilities Commission at its r-:gular 
meding on Juty 8, 1999. The foHo\\ing Commi$Sioners approved it. 

\\'eslcy M. Franklill 
EXc<:utlVC Dir\.'etor 

Richard A. Silas 
Pr~sident 

Henry M. Duque 
Josiah L. N~per 
Joel Z. Hyatt 
Carl W. \Vood 

Commissioners 


