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PUBLIC UTILITIEs COMMISSION OF THE STATB OF cALIFORNIA 

SAFETY DIVISION 
UTILITIES SAFETY BRANCH 

RE~6LY~XQH 

RESOLUTION SU-1* 
April 26, 1989 

S-3 

ORDER AUTHORIZING LOs ANGELES C6UNTYTRANSPORTATiON ' 
COMMISSION T6 DEVIATE FROM RUtE 37 OF GENERAL ORDER NO. 
95 RELATING TO GROUND CLEARANCE OF TROLLEY cONTACT WIRES 

By letter dated. JUl)e 30" 1987, and by Appiicatlon ~HJ':'()7-'033 
fi~ed JulY 19, 1988 LOs Angeles county Transp6rta~ion commission 
(!.AcTC) has requested authorization t() deviate from the ,":, , 
requirement of Rule 37,Of General Order No.' 95 which sp~cifies 
that trolley contact wires have a olearance of 19 feet when ' 
crossing.t.horoughfares.' By letter dated,Decemher'~,i98S, LACTe 
requeste~ ~hat_ the de.viatio(l froln.Gen6ralOrde'r NOi' 9,5 be ,- - ' 
separated troIlLApp,lication 88-07-03l,which also t'eq\J.ests ,,' 
authori?ation for grade' crossings. ,This deviation is beit19 
requested because there isn't enough clearance between the Santa 
Monica Freeway and Flower st, to meet the 19' requirement for 
troliey wires. 

The facts are as tollOws: 

1. LAcTC has reqUested the construqti6n ()f trolley contact, 
,,,,,ires with clearances above th~ pavemen~ of ies~ than 19:' . 
teet in fOur loca~i6ns A throuqh D on Flower street in the 
city of LOs Angeles as follOWS and as marked on sheet 1 of 
2 in Appendix At ' ',' 

A. Across the driveway north Of and adjacent to the 
santa Monica Freeway Grade Separation structure - ' 
clearance 14' - 9-, 

B. Beneath th~sant~Mo~ica Freeway Grade separation -
clearance 14' - 6-. 

C. Across the~anta Monica Freew~y Eastbound On Ramp -
clearance 16' ~ SM. 

D. Across 18th Street - clearance 18' - 10M • 

2. The minimum height of the existing freeway structures above 
Fiower street is 15' - 3". 
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3. 

4. 

Flower street is one-way southbound and cannot be lowered 
without incurring major desiqn changes and expenses. 

A left turn sign will be installed ahead of the driveway at 
LOcation A. The clearance of the sign above the paveme~t 
wiil be 14' - O· and it will read, -Left TUrn Restricted 
clearance Electric Wires 14' - 0·· (see Appendix A, Sheet 
2) • 

5. Vehicle traffio will not be permitted in the track area 6n 
Flower street beneath the' freeway structures where the 
proposed trolley contact wire clearance is 14' - 6· at 
Location B. ' 

6. vehicle ~i-affic turning l~tt at LOcation C will haVe passed 
under a freeway stru9ture with 15' ~ 3· clearance befor~ 
reaching the proposed trolley wire at Location C with 16'-
8 N cl~arance. . 

7. LAcTC'S req\test has .been reviewed bythecommlsslorVs ." 
safety Division staft. The olearances at Locations A, Band 

, 6 are as. much as -can reasonably be' obtained. : Th~' prOposed, 
clearance at LOcation 0 can be increased 2" to 19' ... O· and 
not e~ceed a reasonable gradient in the contact wires • 

. 8. We find that LACTC's p~oposal to insta~l c'onta9t\r(ir~s ai:: 
Locations A, Band C with clearances of 14' - 9- ,14' - 6- '. 
and 16' - aN respectively above the pavement is a reasort~ble 
and safe alternative to the 19' - O· clearance prescribed in 
General order 95, 

9. We find that the pr6pose~,18' - 10- clearance above 18th 
street, Location D, should be increased to 19; - 0-. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that~ 

L LACTC is authorizec! to d~\liate from Rule 37 Of General order 
No. 95 to install the trol~ey contact wires at Locations A, 
B and cas shown in Appendix A,Sheet 1, with clearances 
above pavement of 14' - 9" 14' - 6- and 16' - 8" 
respectiveiy. ' 

2. As a c6ruiition for this deviation, i..Acic wilt'· instail and 
maintain an overhead sign at Location A reading -Left Turn 
Restricted. Clearance Electric wires 14' - Ow- with a 
clearance of 14' - OW above th~ pavement. 
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3. LACTC's ~eqUest t6 deviate from Rule 37 of General order No. 
95 to install the troliey contact wires at LOcation D as 
shown in Appendix Ai Sheet i1 at 18th st~eet with clearance 
above pavement of 18' - 10· s denied. . 

4. This Resolution is etfective today. 

I hereby ce~tiiy that this:R~s6l\ltion wasa,dopted by fhe' 'pUblic 
c Utilities C6Iilmiss~<;>n at its regular meeting on April 26, 1989. 
The following commissioners approved it t '. 

O. MITCHELL WI.K 
- ' ....... Ptesidei'lt 

FREDERICK R. DUOA 
. S1 ANLEY W. HULE1T 
JOHN·s. OHANNf,·,., . 
PAllliClAM. ECKERT 

'C6mrniS$ooers ' 
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