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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA -

CONSUMER SERVICES DIVISION ) - RESOLUTION SU-44
UTILITIES SAFETY BRANCH Date: August 1, 1997

RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION SU-44, ORDER APPROVING SETTLEMENT -AGREEMENT
BETWEEN SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY (SDG&E) AND
UTILITIES SAFETY BRANCH (USB) TO RESOLVE INFRACTIONS TO
GENERAL ORDER 95 THAT CONTRIBUTED TO INJURIES RECEIVED BY A
CUSTOMER

SUMMARY

1. On October 15, 1996, orange grove worker Alquilino
Calderon received electrical burns when his ladder

contacted an overhead 12 Kv conductor. The incident was the
result of SDG&E's failure to maintain adequate aboveground line
clearances and post high voltage warning sians.

2. The USB staff investigated the incident and its findings
2re summarized in its investigation Report dated June 12, 1997
3. This resolution approves a settlement agreement in which
SDG&E agrees to an accelerated inspection program to avoid
similar incidents and to augment funding for an existing
.customer safety program

BACKGROUND

1. Section 315 of the Public Utilities Code grants the
Commission authority to investigate utility accidents.

DISCUSSION

1. USB's investigation disclosed that SDG&E did not build the
12 Kv line to the standard of 25 feet above ground as required
by GO 95 Table 1, Case 4, Column E. There were no high voltage
warning signs posted. This is a violation of Rule S1.6-A.

2. SDG&E has been rémiss in insuring that high voltage
warning signs are posted in rural areas. High voltage signs are
important in warning unskilled persons about the hazards of
electric lines.

FINDINGS
1. SDGLE was in violation of Commission GO 95, Table 1, and

Rule 51.6-A. The violations were a significant contributing
factor to the accident.




2. To resolve these infractions, SDG4E agreed to immediately
inspect its district in which the accident occurred to correct
inadequate line clearances-and replace missing high voltage
warning signs. SDG&E also agreed to add $40,000 at shareholder
expense to its program to replace conductive alumiaum handles
with nonconductive fiberglass on customers' tools used .for
working on trees. This progtram was originally established at
shareholder expense and the augmentation will allow the program
to continue through the year 2000. . .

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

1. The attached settlement agreement between SDG&E and USB is
approved.

I hereby certify .that this Reso}ution'was adopted by the Public

Utilities Commission at its regular meeting on August 1, 1997.
The following Commissionérs approved it: :

MQJQ&/ | ;{%,%,;

Wesley Y. Franklin
Executive Director

DPANIEL Wm. FESSLER

JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR.
HENRY M. DUQUE

JOSIAH L. NEEPER
Commissioners




CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

CONSUMER SERVICES DIVISION « UTILITIES SAFETY BRANCH
308 Van Ness Avenue  San Francisco, CA  94102-2298

Jun2 20,1997

Joszph Kloberdanz, Manzger
Regulatory Affairs

San Diego Gas & Elzcuic
101 Ach Sireet :

- Sar Djzgo. CA 3210

Dzar Mr. Klobzrdanz:

As we discussed in our telephone conference, enclosed is 2 copy of our final report on the
Valley Center Incident and 2 signeé copy of the setlement agreement Once Mr. Cotton
signs the agrezment 2nd you se0f i back. we will prepacs 2 rzselution for Commission

adopiion of the s2idemens.

I there are any questiong pleats give m: 2 call.

Sinzziely vours,

A

\o-;‘\, - G\

Mzhendra Jhale, Chisf
Liilites Safeiv Brznch




Seltlement Agreement between
CPUC Utilities Safety Branch and
San Diego Gas and Eleclric Regarding
Octobar 15, 1995 Electric Contact Inciden

INTRODUCTION

The Utilities Safety Bransh (USB) of the CPUC Consumer Services Division, and
San Diz2 Gas and Etecthic (SDGAE) enter intd and recommena for approval by
CPUC rasolution, the following disposition regarding an injury elsctizal contact
incident on October 15, 1993,

BACKGROUND

On October 15, 1996, San Disgo Gas & Electric Company (SDGA&E) reported to the
Utilities Safety Branch (USB) an electric contact accident involving orangs grove
worker, Alguilino Calderon. The incidan! occuriéd in Valley Centet, a rural
agncuitural region of San Dizgo County. Mr. Calderon suffered elecirical burn.
injuries when his ladder madz conlact with the 12 Kv everhzad conductor. USB
investigated the incident, issued its report dated June 12, 1937, ang found the
foliowing:

1) SDGAE {ailed to post high voltags warning signs on ths adjatent supporiing
poles or ciessarms in violation of Commission General Order (GO) 25, Ruis
51.6-A.

2) SDG&E’s overhead line was mzasured at 18 feel; 4 inches above ground
where the accident occurred, in violation of GO €5, Rulz 37, Tablz t, Cass 2,
Column E requirement of 25 feel for lines above areas capable of bsing
traversed by vehicizs or agricultural equipment.

In its report, USB recommends thal SDGAE be ordered to conduct an acceleraiad

inspaction of its high voltage linas to insute that high voltage signs are posted in
accordance with Ruls 51.6-A.

AGREEMENT

To fully resolve this matler, USB and SDG&E agres that:

1) SDG&E accepts USB's findings embodied in its report.

2} At Shareholder expense, SDGAE will increase by $40,000 its program ,
orderéd by D. 95-08-054, dated Augus! 11, 1895, of exchanging new non-
conductive fiberglass handies for the existing aluminum handles on
customers' tree pruning toa's. SDGAE's current conductive handle




exchange program has proven to be very effestive in promoling public
safely by removing over 209 aluminum poles from customers and workers
in SDGAE’s service lerritory. Current expenditure levels indizate that the
tunding for tha conductive handle exchange program could run out by the
. end of 1997. The $40,000 will aliow SDGAE to exlend the conductive 105!
program until Dazamber 31, 2000 or until thé funds are exhausted.

3) SDGAE will, by December 31, 1997, perform a program of inspection
and correction on poles in groves in Northeas! districl. This will be a
visual inspection of all overhead facilities which are assosialed with the
avocado and citrus trees and which have not undergone an inspection as
of January 1, 1236. Thisinvolves al lsast 2,118 structures, and may
include areas with ornamental trees or trees not in agricultural groves.
This inspection program will be conducted in complianca with the
SDGA&E overhead inspaction program and focus on High Voliage signs
and low conduciors as the high-risk hazards in agricultura! groves.

4} SDGA&E will, by March 31, 1298, provide a report to USB detailing the
indings and corractive actions associated with this inspaction.

RESERVATIONS

SDG&E and USB respactiully reques! that the Commission promptly apptove ths
Seitlement without madification. Any material changa to the Seltlement shal}
render it null and void, unless both SDGA&E and USB agreé to sush changsas.

This Settlemant représents a negolialed compromise of disputed issues. SDG&E
ang USB have assented to the terms of the Seitlemeant only to arrive at the
agreament embodied herein. With tha exception of item 11). 1 above, nothing
contained in the Settiemant should ba considered an admission of accepliance o!
any fact, principle, or posiiion by eithar SDG&E or USB.

SDG&E and USB agree that the Settiement should not be used as a precedent 6t
admitted into évidense in any Commission proceeding or any courd case. | the
Seitlement is not accepled by the Commission without substantial modification,
SDG&E and USB agree that the Seltlemen! should nol be admitted into evidence
in any proceeding addressing this maller either. Additionally, it is the inlention and
desire of SDG&E and USB that any Commission order, resolution, or datision
regarding this Setliement! be subjsct 1o the provisions of Public Utilities Code
Section 315.




Agreed 1o by the undersigned parlies on the dates indicaled below.

Ulilities Safety Branch, Consumer Services Division

(ifen PSS i 20 1997

By: William R. Schulte, Direclor — Date
Consumar Services Division

San Diego Gas & Electric Company

/deuf(ﬁ, 414[ , 71797

By Gary Ly Cotion 7
Senior Vizé Presicent - Customer Opsralions




California Fublic Utilities Comxi
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Consumer Services Division

Investigation of
San Diego Gas & Electric Company Incident
ctober 15, 1996
Valley Center
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