
PllHLIC UTILITIES CO~IMISSION O}<~ TilE STATE OF CAI.IFORNIA 

CO~SlJMF.R SERVICES lllVISION 
UTILITIES SAFETY BRANCII 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLUTION SU-4S 
BaCe: March 12, 1998 

RESOLUTIQN SU-45, ENDORSES TilE CALIFORNIA COnE OF 
REGULATIONS, TITLI<: 8 PROPOSED RULI<: CIIANGE RECOMMENDED BY 
TilE "PUBLIC A "rARENESS CO~tMITIEE" DURING THE \VORKSHOPS . . 

IU:LD llURSlJANT TO DECISION NO. 94-07-033 AMENDING 
INVESTIGATION NO. 94-06-012. 

SUMMARY 

t. Uuring workshops held to n:.soh-e (r.:e trinlllling issues in 1I1wstigation No. 94-06-012, 
the "Public Awareness Con)n'litteeU introduced a proposoo rule change to the California Code of 
Regulations (CCR). Tille 8 (copy attached). The proposed rute i~uires the posting of 
"Warning" and "Caution" signs On orchard trees and irrigatioll pipes in designatoo "Danger 
Zone" areaSllear power lines 3Jid at all entrances to employment areas havlIlg such a "Danger 
Zonc" designation. The proposed rotc also r~quire.s that employees who perfonn work in any 
"Danger Zone" receive trainilig about the associatoo electrical hazards. 

2. In order to accomplish the CCR) Titlc 8 ntle change, CatrOSIlA Ilceds COl'nmission 
support. 

3. This Resolutioll endorsesthe rule change recolll111cndcd by the "Public Awarellcss 
Committee" and fom-ards it to thc Calf OS II A Standards Board for consideratioli. 

BACKGROUND 

I. In response to a 1992 fatal incident involving a fann worker who came in contact with 
o\'erhead 12kV conductors in Sari Diego COlllity; the CommissioJl initiated Order Instituting 
Investigation (011) No. 94-06-012. The 011 was divided into two phases;· Phase I addresscd the 
199~ incident and Phase II addressed the tree trimming practices of all electric utilities in 
Catifomia. The Commission directed thc Utilities Safety Branch (USB) to hoM workshOps to 
resolve Phase II isslles. 



2, Fr\')lll SC'pt~mlx-r 199 .. through Nowmlx-r 1995, the USB held workshops \\ hkh were 
attelH.'~t by repr~sentatiws fr\')1ll d~tric and communication \ltilitks. 11l\lI1iciJX1Htic-s, state and 
local ag~ncks. the- Intcm3tiol131 Brothcrhood of Ef-xtrkal Work\,rs (IBE\\"" trN (rimming 
comp • .'mies. the Audubon Societ)" and other int~(\'\'nors, Four sllbcommitl~~s were fonned, 
namely, "Equipmcot Commitl~'" nAC'e~ss COlllmiUN", "Public Awaren~ss Commift~", and 
"Rule 35 Commill~". 

3. lhc "Public Awareness Committee", which inc1udoo r~prcscntatives from Cal/OSHA, 
studied new ways to increase public awareness of the hazards associated \\ith overhead \'l-xtrical 
lines. Among other n."<:'ommendations, the committ~ proposed the CCR, Title 8 rule change. 

DISCUSSIO~ 

I. Commission Decision 91-01-0--14, which adopted final standards for tr~ trin1ming around 
power lines, dir .. --ctcd the assigned Adnlinistrath·c taw Judge (ALJ) to hold a prehearing 
conference in order to identify the issues to be considered in concluding the tree trimnling 
proceeding. Among the issul?-s identified by the ALJ during the prdi~aritlg conference \\wethe 
recomnll?ndations ot"the workshop suocommittees. The ALJ directed parties to file lc.stiniQnyon 
outstanding issues. Tcstinl.ony fiI«1 by USB, Pacifi¢ Gas and EI~tric COlll(\.1.ny, Southem 
Callfomia Edison Cotnpany, and San Dil?go Gas and Electric C0I11p.any suppOrted the "Public 
Awarmess Committee" rcconllllendations, including the CCR,Tiile 8 r\lte change. There was no 
testimollY OppoSillg the CCR, Title 8 mle change filed by all)' party. 

2. Commission Decision 97-10-056, which cOIl.cluded Phase II of the On found the CCR, 
Title 8 mte challge proposal to be meritorious and directed USB to prepare an appropriate 
re-solution cndorsltig the mte change for its consideration . 

• 'INDINGS 

1. The CCR, Title 8 nde chal1ge proposed by the "Public Awareness COfnmiiree;', " .. hich 
fequirl?s the o\mCfS of agricultural or~hatds to pro"ide warnhig to workers about the hazards 
associated \\llh o\'erhead p6\wt lines, is supported by USB and ctC'ttric \ltilitie.s. 

2. C.lIfOSHA requests Commission support in order to accomplish the mte change. 

TIIEREI-'ORE IT IS ORDERED THAT: 

1. The Commission endorses the attached CCR. Tltlc 8 rutc change and forward it to the 
Cal/OSHA Standards Board for consideration. 

2. This resolutiori is efiecti\'c today. 



I hefeby ci'rtify that this Resolution was adoptoo b)' th~ PuNic Utilities Commission at its regular 
meeting on Mar\'h 12, 1998. The follo\\ing Commission(,fs appro\"\.'d it: 

RICHARD A. BItAS 
President 

P. GREGORY tON LON 
JESSm J~ KNI(jJIT, JR . 

. . HENRY M. D9Qtm 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Conunissioners 



I)roposcd Genera' Industry Safely Order, 
Title 8, California Code of Regulations Ruh' Change 

Add Section ""'91.1 Onrhcad F.lectrical Hazards to Ge-neml Industry Safety Order. Article 13 
Agricultural Operations to slate: 

3439.1. On'rhead EllXtriC'al Hazards 

(a) All agricultural olX'mtions, including harvesting~ pruning and the handling of irrigation 
piping, pcrfonlled in the "idnity of overhead high voltage clcrtricat lines shaH N conducted in a 
manner which docs not expose workers to associated elcrtrical hazards. 

, 

(b) Wherc overhead high \'oltage lines pass o\'er, through or atong. planted areas or orchards, a 
()a"nger Zont', below the lines and extending 15 feet beyond the outennost energized conductors. 
shaH be established along such lines. Orchard trees "ithin this Danger Zone shaH be clearly 
identified by: 

(1) Maintaining a red band "'arning sign at least 4 itlches "ide, located between 2 and 4 
feet above the ground, around thdr trunks; 

or 
(2) Placing at least 4 each Caution signs or a continuous band "'arning sign located 
octwe~n 2 and 4 fcet above the ground, located at the quarter points around their tnmk; 

mi.d 
(3) Caution signs shall be posted at all entrances to employments having a Dangel' Zone 
as descrilx""'d in this ~'Ction. 

(e) In other Held crop areas, Caution signs shaH be po"sted at all entrances to employments 
having a Danger Zone as dcs('ri~--d in this section. 

(d) Caution signs shall be attached to irrigation pipe or other conductivc tools used \\ithin the 
()anger Zone. ifthe tools or cquipmellt can reach \\ithin 6 feet of energized high yoltage lines or 
the dearmlces SlX'Cil100. in Article 37 of the High Voltage Ekdrical Safety Orders, Title 8 
Catifomia Code of Regulations (CCR). Also see T8CCR Scrtion 345$ and Penal Code Section 
385, 

(e) Enlpto)"lxS whose job requires that the)' l'lcrfonn duties such as pnmhlg, harvcslillg and the 
handling ofirrigatioll pipe "ithin any Hanger Zone shall not be assigned such work until they 
are inslructed ill associated electrical hazo.utls as well as the use oftools, equipment and work 
practices necessary to pcrfonn such work safely. 

(I) All work \\1thin evcl)' designated Dang<'r Zone shall be maintaiJ1ed under close and 
competent supervision at all times. 


