
PUilLIC UTILITIES CO~IMISSION OF TilE STATE OF CAJ.IFORNIA 

CO~SU~IER SERVICES IllVIS10N 
UTILrnES SAFETY BRANCH 

R R ~ 0 L U 'I' ! ° N 

RK~OI.UTION SU·-I6 
Ilate-: June- 4, 1998 

RESOLUTION SU-46, ORDJ\R AUTHORIZING SOUTHERN CAI.U~ORNIA 
GAS CO~IPANY TO 1)}1:\,I~\TR FROM GENERAII ORDER IU·K, SECTION 
192.13 (c), BY AI.I.O\\'-ING SAN DIEGO GAS & HLI<:CTRIC CO~tPANY TO 
USE THEIR O\\'N OPERAtiNG PROCEOURI<:S TO OPJ.:RATRSPECIFIC 
SECTIONS OF SOUTHERN CA1.II'ORNIA GAS CO~IPANY'S NATURAL GAS 
PI PEI.IN 1<: NO. 1026. 

SUMMARY 

I. On June 18t 1997~ Southern California Gas Company (SCG) filed Ad\'ic'e Letter (AL) 
No. 2601, in which it rcquested the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) -
authorization to amend the previously approwd Mutual Assistance Agrcement between 
SCG and San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E). The amendment will allow 
SDG&E to operate SCG tmnsmission Line No. lOi6 \'alw-s located in SDG&H's service 
area and take other nece.ssary action Wilh re-sJX"'Ct to Line No. 10261n response to 
emerg('flcic-s. 

2. By letter dated ~ larch 13. 1998 the Utilitie-s Safet), Branch (USB) of the CPUC 
prote-sled AL 2601 on the basis that it docs not address compliance wilh Commission 
General Order (G.O.) 112-E reqllirements. 

3. By letter dated March 30. 1998, SCG reque-sled a waiwr (rom coI'npliance with 
Commission G.O. 112-E, Reference Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulation (49 
CFR), Part 192. Seclion 192.13 (c ) in connection with procedurc.s for operating 
secHon(s) of SCG's natural gas pipeline No. 1026 that arc specified in the Mutual 
Agreement. The reque.st stated sp~"'Cific reasons why SCG believc-s that SDG&H's 
operation, maintenance allli emergency procedures arc adequate for Line No. 1026. 

4. This Resolution grants the waiwr to Southem Catifomia Gas Company. Since the 
CPUC has adopted 49-CI~R by reference. seG must also seek a waiver from DOT under 
Section 190.339 or applicable code sectioll. 



BACKGROUNIl 

I. Public Utilities (P.U.) Code Sections 702 and 168 grant the Commission authorit}' to 
establish amI enfort:c standards of conSlntction. Illaint('nan,c, and Q{X'fation of\ltilil)' 
systems. Ruks gowming d('sign, constnlction, ((:sting. maint('nancc, and o{X'ration of 
\Ilility gas piping systems arc codified in 0.0. 112-E. 

The Utilities Safety Branch (USB) owrse-es utility compliance with 0.0. 112-E, 
Ref('rcncc 49 CFR, Pout 192, Section 192.13 ( c ) slates: 

"f.'acll oprrator shallmailltain. l1l()(ii/y as appropriate. (lJU/ follow Ihe plalls. 
procedllres, and programs ,hal il ;s rt'quircd 10 establish muler lhis pari." 

0.0.1 12-E, RcC('rencc 49 CFR, P,ut192, Section 192.605 states: 

"f..acll operator shall prepaf(' alldfollowfor cach pipelilltJ a mal/ual olwrillen 
procedures for c'OluiUClilJg operations am/mailltenallce activilie s mid lor 
emergency response." 

0.0.112-E, Reference 49 eFR, Part 192, Section 192.615 slates: 

"f..'ach operatot shall establish lfr;lIeu procedures /(} millimile t/rr hauml 
l't'SlIltillg/rom a gas pil'e/blr.·· 

2. 0.O.112-E, Subpart A. Se-clion 101.3. authorizes the Commission to grant a waiwr 
for a rule provided that such waiver be accompanied by full and complete justification. 

DISCUSSION 

I. The USB's concern with AL 2601 is that it doc-s not contain any provisions fot 
seG to provide written procedures or training for SDG&E employees (0 operate and 
maintain or to respond to emergency situations on pipeline No. 1026. 

2. SCd requests a \Vaiwr that would allow SDG&E (0 usc their own o~rating 
procedures to perform the necessary o{X'riltions on spt.X'ific sections(s) of Line No. 1026. 

3. SCO f('cls this waiver is justified for the following reasons: 

a) Line No. 1016, runs through SDG&li territory to supply gas in the area. 
SDG&fi is thus familiar with this line. its equipment, its operation, the terrain, and 
the people and places that could be impacted by an emergenc)'. 

b) SDG&E is qll~lified operator under the jurisdiction of the CPUC. SDG&n has 
the inherent knowJcdgc to opcmte the ,'ah'e-s on Line No. 1026 using their own 
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qualifi.:d p.:rsonn.:t and procedures. The tine No. 1026 ,'alves are no c.tiff.:r.:nt than 
yalres on other portions of the SDO&n s)'st':lll. 

c) SOO& H has long-established rdationships with the local gowrnnlcnt ag.:nC'ies. 
including clllerg.:ncy authorities. in the areas traversed by tine No. 1026. This 
allows them 10 effc-ctivdy communicate and te.spond to any emc-rgeocies associated 
with this lillC to nc-cessilate olX'ration of cquipment on this linc-. 

d) Procedures for dealing \\'ith the linc's o~ration during emergenc-ics are agreed 
upon between SCG and SDG&B under the Fitst Amendment to the Mutual 
Assistance Agreemc-nt. The existence of two sets or procc-dures nla}' be complex and 
confusing to SDG&B operating personnel. and could potentially hamper an 
emergc-ocy re.sponse. 

c) This ,vaiwr will not affe-ct. and is consistent \Vith. the long c·slablishc-d on-going 
communications bet",ec-n SDG&H arid seG regarding olX'mtions of this pipeline 
during normal or emergency conditions. 

FINDINGS 

1. The USB staff, of the Consumer Services Division. has reviewed scats waiver and 
concurs with scots r~quest (or deviation. 

2. sca has provided adequate reasons for granting the waiver to allow SDG&E to use 
their own procedures to operate the sfX'clfic sections(s) of Line No. 1026 that will not 
rl'·sult in the rl'duclion of safely to people, property. and the environment. 

3. Th~ waiwr from d.o_ 112-E. Rcferl'ncc 49 eFR. P .. ut 192, Seclion 192.13 ( c) 
should be granted to Southl'm California Gas Company. 

4. Upon approval b}' DOT undl'r 49-CFR P.ut 190. Scrlion 190.339 or applicable code 
section, SDG&B will be allowed to operate SCG Line no_ 1026 under an emergency 
situation. 
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THEREI<'ORE, IT IS ORDERED THAT: 

l. sca may dC\'iale from 0.0. 112-B. RcrC'r~ncc 49 CfR. Part 192, Sc-clion 192'.13 
(e), by allowing SDG& B to use their own procedures to perfofllltM oc,essary o{X'r.lIions. 
on specific sc,lions(s) of Line No. 1026 that SIX"'('ific in the Mutual Agrecll'K'nt or take 
other necessary action to reducc the hazard that I'nay arise in an cn'K'rgenc), situalion. 

2. SCQ will sc~k DOT approval under 49-CFR P.ut 190, S~lion 190.339. to allow 
SDG&E to operate seQ Line No. lOi6 under an cll'K'rgency situation. 

3. This Resolution is effcctivc toady. 
" " 

" I hereby certiry that this Resolution was adopted by the Public Uti~itic.s Commission at its 
regular meeting On Julie 4," 1998. The rollowing Commissioners approved it: 
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\VESLEY M. FRANKLIN 
Ex~uti\'e Dir~tor 

RICIIARD A. SILAS ' , 
President 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSlfi J. KNIGHT. JR. 
HENRY M. DOQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 


