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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

SAFETY DIVISION RESOLUTION SU-4
UTILITIES SAFETY BRANCH Date April 11, 1996

RESOLUTION

ORDER AUTHORIZING A DEVIATION TO GENERAL ORDER NO. 95,
RULES 57.4-F AND 87.4-C3 RELATING TO PLACEMENT OF

GROUNDED MESSENGER NO LESS THAN FOUR FEET BELOW ,
UNPROTECTED SUPPLY CONDUCTORS WITHOUT USE OF GUARD ARM

SUMMARY

1.. By letter dated November 2, 1989, from Pacific Bell on ,
behalf of itself and the city of San Francisco, réquest is made
that the Commission authorize a deviation to General Order No.
95 (G.0. 95) Rules 57.4-F and 87.4-C3 that will allow placeéemeént
of a groundéd messenger on polés four féét below unprétecteéd -
électrical supply conductors without a guard arm abovée thé . -

- grounded messéngér. Thé poles will be installed and owned by
San Francisco Municipal Railway (S.F. Muni) to support trolley
1inés on Balboa Streéet a distance of thrée miles from Arguéllo
to La Playa Streets. The polés will also support service drops
of power, telephone and CATV. By letteéers dated Novémber 10, and
Décember 20, 1989, Viacom Cablevision and PG&E respectively,
have concurreéd in Pacific Bell’s request. :

2. This request comes bécausé the poles supporting the supply
conductors and méssengers are nonclimbableé steel poles and agl
work performed on the facilities will be done from aerial 1ifts,
Thé messéngers may be installed four feét below supply
conductors. Thé guard arms specified in G.0. 95 are not neeéded.

3. A déviation to Rules 57.4-F and 87.4-C3 to omit guard arms
when vertical clearance is léss than six and né less than four
feet betwéen unprotectéd supply conductors and grounded
nessengers is authorized for this 1line.

BACKGROURD

1. S.F. Muni will be converting the 31 Balboa diesel coach
line to overhead trolley coachés, It will encompass threé miles
of Balboa Street from Argqguello to La Playa Streets. Steeél poles
will be placed along the south side of Balboa Streeéet to support
the trolley wires and also provide clearance support for service
drops of power, telephone and CATV crossing from thé north side
of Balboa Street.




'Résolution su-4

2. S.F. Muni desires that the ¥01es be no taller than T T
necessary for safeéty, thus réducing structural stresses and the

- working heights of facilities on the upper section of thée poles,

ISCUSSIO

1. G.0. 95, Rulés 57.4-F and 87.4-C3 require six feet veértical
clearance between unprotected supply conductoéors and grounded
méssengers on poles, or four feét of clearance if a guard arnm is
placed above thé messenger. ,

2. The clearance requirements of six feet and four feet (with:
guard arm) génerally applies to climbable wood poles wherée
workers need to avoid contact with the grounded messéngéer while
using climbers and working on enérgized circuits. . co

3. The polés in this instance aré nonclimbable stéeeél and all
work on the poles will be performed from aerial lifts. '
FINDINGS : , o _ '

1. Pacific Bell’s request has béen reviéewed by the S
commission’s Safety Division staff. S.P. Munl’s poles can bé
shorter bécause of this deviation and some working héights

réduced. Viacom Cablevision and PG4E, the other two line

operators concur,

2, We find that the'réquest'is_réasqnapié. Work oﬁ,thé'-7
facilitiés on thésé poles will be from aérial 1ifts,

3., We find that safety to 1ine workers and the’genefél ﬁﬁbiié
will not be reduced. -

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that:

1. A deviation to G.0. 95, Rulés 57.4-F and 87.4-C3 s
authorized permitting a vertical cléaranceé o6f no less than four
féeét bétween a grounded messeénger without guard arms and .
unprotected supply conductors on S.F. Muni?s non-climbable stéeél
poles on the south side of Balboa Streéet between Arguello and La
Playa Streets. '

2. This Résolution is effective today.

I hereby cértify that this Resolution was adopted by the publio
utilities commission at its regular meeting on April 11, 1990.
The following Commissioners approved iti
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