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PUBLIC UTILITIES CO}'1r..USSION OF THE STATE OF'CALIFORNIA 

Rail Safely and Carriers Division 
Rail Engineering Safety Branch 
Trame Engin"cring Section 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLUTION S:{·17 
Date: October 8. 1998 

RESOLuTION SX;.17 AUTHORIZING "THB SACRA~mNTO REGIONAL 
TRANSIT DISTRiCt to CONSTRUCT ONE PRIVATB AT-GRADE . 
CROSSING \VrriIOUT'AUTO}.'lATIC WARNING DEVICES. ACROSS TllB 
LIGHT RAIL TRACKS OF TIlB"F'OLSOM LINE AT 1-.1iLEPOST 10.64 AND 
THE FRElGI-It TRA~KS OF TH,B PLA~ERVILLB BRANC~ LIN'EAT, . " 
MILEPOSt 100.4. B01H OWNED BY THB SACRA~1EN10'-PLACERVILLB 
TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR JOINT PO\VER AUTHORITY. IN 
SACRAMENTO COUNTY. 

SUMMARY: 

The Sacramento Regional Transit District (Dislrict). by letter dated August 25, 1997, requests 
authority to dcviat¢ from. Section -;.08 of the Commission's Gene"tal Order (GO) 143-A, and 
constnlct one private at-grade crossing without the installation or automatic watning devices. 
The crossing is to be located across the Folsom Line (milepost 10.64) and the Placerville Branch 
Line (nlilcpost 100.4), in Sacraniento County. 

The proposed crossing is a I S feet wide. asphalt paved"sui-rate across three sets of tracks. It is 
needed solely by Sacramento County (County) to gain acce-5S to and maintain a ncarby channel 
and culwrt of its stonn drain S)'Stenl. 

In lieu of 3ut0l11atlC warning devicc$. the District propose,s the installation of a swing gate at the 
northside entranCe to the crossing. The gate will be fitted with a ke)'cd rock (non11a1ly locked), . 
rd1ectonzcd warning aspect, and sign indicating access restrictions. The southside entrance is 
physically bounded and inconvenient for nom1al travel. 



R3il S3(Cty anJ Camers Di\isiC>n 
R3il Eogirx'erin8 S3fct)' (lr.loch 
Turrtl:' En8ini"~ring. Sc,li(>n 

BACKGROlJND: 

RESOl.lITION SX-11 
(~'-lI..-'«r 8, 1998 

'Vithin the proj«t area. 100 Folsom Line nms cast-west and is p.1.ratlekd by Folsom Boule"ard to 
tbe nQrth and by the PJoccl\'iIle Branch Une to the soulh. The Sacnin~nto·PJater\'me 
Transportation Corridor Joint Powers Authority owns the cntire rail right-or-way. and allows tl~ 
District to operate a Ught Rail Transit (LRT) system ()Il the Folsonl Line (doublc-lr .. lck) and the 
Union Pacific Railroad (UP) to nm freight trains on the PJaceryille Branch Line (single-track). 

At pre.sent. the project area sees six UP trains per ,\;~k running at 25 mph. A pri\'ate crossing is 
in place at the proposed locatlon. Ho\\'cvcr. the District has plans to operate 132 LRT trains per 
day at 55 nlph, beginning September 1998. This ncwpasscngersco'ke subj«lS the pri\'ate 
crossing to requirements de.scribcd in GO 143-A. Safety Rule.s and Regulations Governing Light
Rail Transit. 

DISCUSSION: 

The safety requirenlcnls of private railroad crossings. as de.scribed in GO 1S-C. are not as 
. stringent as those fot LRT crossings. be it public or prh'ate. Section 1.08 or GO 143-A state.s. 
"LRT systeuls which cross streets. roads, and highways at gtadc shan install and maintain 
automatic gate crossing signals to conl£olmotor \'Chicle traffic and automatic warning signals to 
conlrol pedestrian traffie." 

These requirements arc appropriate since LRT trains typically operate at higher frequencies and 
are quieter than their freight tounlerparts. Furthenllorc; LRT systems are designed to provide 
transportation between urban downtown areas and outlying re.sidcntiaVsuburban areas. This 
often te.sults in LRT atlgtmients across streets that arc private by definition, but public by practice 
(Le., comparable Whicular counts with limited re.strictions on access). 

Th~ proposed crossing ,vill have limited \'chicular usc·, approxin'tatc1y six. events per year. 
Acce.ss \vill be (e.stricled to' County workers perfomling maintenance on a nearby channel and 
culwIt. To assure restricted access. the District has propOsed the installation of a locked swing 
gate at the crossing~s northside entrance. The key will be maintained by District personnel. thus 
requiring coordination between the County and District on any usage of the crossing. Further 
de.scription of re·strictions and procedures are discussed in the ordering stttion of this resolution. 

After a review of the (actual matenal submiUed by the District. as well as conducting several on
site. diagnostic meetings with repre.senlatiw.s from the Courily and District, the Rail Safety and 
Carriers Division Traffic Engineering Section (TES) and Rail Transit Safety Section (RTSS) 
slaff is in agreement with the District's proposal. 

TES conclude.s that the District's proposal is a safe and reasonable allemati\'c to the tequirements 
described in GO 143-A. 
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e PROTESTS: 

RESOl.lTfIO~ S:<-11 
().;loN-( 8, 1998 

There are no protests at this time. TES, RTSS, District, and County support this proposal. 

FINDINGS: 

I. The Sacramento Regional Transit District teque-sts authority to deviate frohlthe 
provisions of GO 143-A. Section 7.08 by constructing one private at-grade crossing without 
automatic warning devices, in Sacranlcnto County. 

2. AcC~ss will be limited by a noonally locked. swing·gate instaUed on the northside 
approach to the crossing. The key will be maintained by District pe-rsonnel. 

3. The soutnside approach is physically bounded and inconvenient for nomlaltni,;e1. 

4. Atcc-ss across the crossing will be limited to County workers for nlaintenance of its 
stoml drain system. 

5. By leIter dated August 13, 1998. addressed to the District. County has indicated its 
concurrence with the propOsed project and restrictions. 

6. TES has rc\'iewtd the District's proposal and finds that reque-st has merit and should 
be granted. 

THERRFOR"~! IT IS ORDERED THAT: 

The Sacramento Regional Transit District (District) be gnmted authority todc\'iate froillthe 
provisions of General Ordcr 143-A. Section 7.08 byconstmcting one privatc at-grade crossing 
without automatic warning devkc.s across the SacranlCnto-Placerville Transportation Corridor 
Joint Powers Authority'S Folsom LineHght-rail tracks (milepost 10_(4) and Placerville Branch 
Line freight tracks (milepost 100.4), in Sacramento County as shown on the plans attached (0 the 
proposal. 

The Districl. in lieu of automatic warning dc"kc.s. shall ensure re.strkted 3cce.ss by I'naintaining 
one locked swing-gate at the northside approach to the crossing, as shown on the plans attached 
to the proposal. The District is rc-sponsible for acce.ss across the crossing and for nlaintaining the 
key to the locked gate. 

The District shall pro,;.dc personnel for flagging when County workers occupy thc rail right-of
way. Same perSonnel shall be equipped to communicate with Union Pacific Railroad and 
District train engineers. 
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This re.so1ution is effc-cti\-e today. 

RESOI.U110N S:-':-11 
O,.-t~r 8. 1993 

I hereby certify that this reso1ution was ~doptcd by too Public Utilities Conlmission at its regubr 
conference on October 8. 1998. Ttw following Commissioners appro\,ed it: 

Richard A. Bilas 
Pre.sident 

P. Gregory Conlon 
Jessie J. Knight, Jr. 
Henry M. Duque 
Josiah L. Neeper 
Commissioners 


