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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Rail s..1fety and Carriers Division 
Rail Engineering Sa(ct)' Branch 
Rail Crossir\g Engineering Section 

Resolution 5X·19 
NO\'cmbcr 19, 1998 

RESOLUTION SX·19 AUTHORIZING SAN DIEGO l\lETROPOLITAN 
TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT BO!,RD (l\'tTDB) TO OEVIATE FROM THE 
PROVISIONS OF SECTION 7.2 OF GENERAL ORDER 75-,C BY 
MOD1FYING THE APPROACH CIRCUIT AT THE NAPA SrREIIT AND 
FRIARS ROAD AT-GRADE CRoSsING, IN TI1I1 CIIT OF SAN DIEGO, 
SAN DIEGO COUN1Y. 

San Diego Metropolital\ Trallsit DcvelopI'nent Boani (1\'1TDB), by lettct dated May 29, 
1998, has requested authoritation to deviate fronl the provisions of section 7.2 of 
Getlera) Otdet75-C, "'h1dl requires crossing signals at n\ain or branch line crossings be 
actuated h}t trahls approaching on main t'racks throllgh tr~lck circuits or by electronic 
controls, for approxima.tely 2-5 SCCOllds in advance of the nOflllally (astest train openlttxl 
over the protected crossil'g. Specifically, MTDB has requestcd peflnissioli. to install a 
conditional approach circuit at the Napa Stre~t and Friars Road at-gr .. i.de CroSShlg, 
which would operate I\OrlllaJl)' extellt when a ted aspect is dispJayCtt at the 
il'ltermcdiate train control signal (M431), see attachn\cl\l A and B. Under this scenario, 
the crossing gates will rcI'rlain up until thenexl block is clc .. ucd. At sllch time, thc 
crossing gates will descend; theil, thc t-.t431 it'ttern\edia.te signal will change aspects and 
display ydlow Or green. 

City of San Diego, San Diego Tl'oHeYt Inc. (SDTI), and l\1TDB are in favor of 
implen\entillg a three-part solution; first, reduce head ways by maximizing the consist 
length for the stadiun\ event trains to four-car tr.lins from three; second, t'nodir}' the 
traffic signals to allow vehicular traffic additional time to circulate while the g.ltes are 
up; finally, l'm~vent the gates (toni descending when a red aspect is disph\}'cd at the 
M431 intcrmediate signal. 
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e Discussion 

R~solution SX·19 
No\'~mtX'r 19, 1998 

The Mission VaUey \Vest Light Rail Tr,ln5it (LRl) E.xtension is approximatdy six miles 
in length, providing dirC'Ct service betwcen the Old Town Tr,lnsit Centcr and 
Quakornm Stadium. . 

During c\'cnts at Qualcomm StadillIl', \'ehicular traffic at the Napa Strcct and Friars 
Road at-gradc crossing often ~lckS up due to the gatcs being dowl\ (or a prolong('(i 
period of time. The situation occurs when the light rail vehicle (LRV) head ways arc 
reduced to serviCe the increased nunlbcr of patrons attending stadiunl C\'ellts, which 
results in the ,LRV train stoppilig at the lvf431 intern\ediate signal waiting for a leadialg 
LRV trdtn to deat the Morella Station. Morcover, al\ tRV trahl stop}->'c(1 at the M~31 
intcinlooiate signal also causes trains to stOp at thc Napa Street and Friars Road 
approach circuit, thus creathlg the crossing gates to remain down lOIiger than norma1. 

Changes in strt."et aI'\d road\vay geOIlletrics as well as vehicular traffic llatterns, created 
the need by MTDB t6 incorporate certain cngil'leering revisiOlls to llrovide an increase 
in crossing safely ill the r..1ission Valley \Vest lRT Extension Project. 

SOTI advises that no additional operatitlg rules will be rCtluited to impielllcilt the 
challge. Currently, two operating rules exist: (I) LRV tr~lh\s must stop at an 
internloo.iate signal displaying a red aspect. (2) LRV trains must not enter a crossil'lg 
before thcgates ate dOWll (or a minilllum of fh'e sec~:)llds. MTOB and SOTI are of the 
opinion -that these existing rules pro\'ide the rCtluircc.t le\'el of protection ilt the crOSsing. 
SOTI intends to issue a General Notice co\'ering this change at the time of 
implementation. 

UPOi'l review of n\aterial submitted by MTDB, as w'en as al\ on site inspection of the at­
grade crossing, the Rail Safety And Carriers Oi\'isioll staff is tal agreen\el'll with MTDBts 
proposal to modify the approach circuit ill order to allow additional time for Ir .. lUic to 
circulate at the crossing duria\g stadium evcnts. 

Prote-sts 

There are no protests at this time. All agencies contacted by the staff expressed support 
for the proposal. 
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• Findings 

Rcsolution SX·19 
No,'cmbcr 19, 1998 

1. "nDB requests authority to deviate (I'on\ the provisions of Section 7.'2 of 
General Order 75-C hy I'nodUying the approach circuit at the Napa Street and Friars 
Road at-grade crossing.. in the City of &1R Diego, San Dirgo County. 

2. City of San Dieg6, 5DTI1 artd MiDD have reviewed the street and roadway 
groJl\ctrics, corl~ideted the speed of apptoachhlg vehicular Mld LRV train traffic, and 
concur with the instaHation of a conditional approach circuit at the crossing. 

3. The at-g~ade crossing appr{)C\ch circuits will .operate (lOrman), except \,'hen a 
red aspect is displayed at the intetn\ooiate tr.lin control signal M431. 

4. SOTI operati~\g rules win not need to be revised to inlplenlcnt this proposed 
change. 

5. SOTf intends to issue a General Notice covering this proposed challge at the 
tin\c of iri\pletncntatioJl. 

6. Staff has reviewed MTDB's proposal and finds that request has merit and 
should be granted. 

Conclusl6n 

THEREFORB, IT IS. ORDERED that: 

SaIl Diego MetropoJitan Trarisit Development Board (MTDB) be granted authority to 
deviat~ from the provisions of SeCtion 7.2 of General Ortier 75~C at the Nap.l Street and 
Friars Road at-grade crossing, Crossirig SlMV-4.39, by modif}'ing the approach circuit .. 
in the City of San Diego, 5..'ln Diego County. 

This resolution is effective today. 
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November 19, 1998 

I hereby (('rHfythat the foregoing resolution \vas clul)' hltroduccd, passed, and adopted 
at a (onf(,fcnre of the Public Utilities Con'tl'nission of the State of California hcl~ Ql) • 

No\'('mbcr 19, 1998. the fo)Jowing Commissioners voting favorably thereo!l?>. :~;~ ~. ~t,~>t' 
... , ... " ",..0 ~ w.· ... 

, ' , 11--.:~J»'<;._!, ',;, 
tJ~ '~IJt(~"" ::",-

\yEsLBY ivi. FRANKLIN. 
Executive birector 

. - - ~ ". 

RICHARD A .. B1LAS 
President 

P.GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE}. KNIGHt JR. 
HENRY ~f. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

COJ1illlissioners 
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Non'mb\'r 19, 1998 
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