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Rail Engin~ring Safety Branch 
Rail Crossing Engineering Sc-ction 

Resolution SX·20 
April 1, 1999 

RESOLUTION SX<lO AUTHORiZING LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTiIORI'rV to MAKE 
IMPROVEMENTS TO TilE TRAIN SIGNALS AND .TRAIN SIGNS AT 
TWENTY LIGIIT RAU. CROSSINGS ALONG WASHINGTON 
BOULEVARD, IN TilE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 

summary 

Los At1gdes' Count)' Metropolitall Trru'lsportatioll Authority (MTA), by a letter dated May 26, 
1998, has requested authority to niake certain modifications to train and automotive (rame 
signals along \VashiJ\glon Boulevard and Flower Street in the Cit)' of Los Angeles, as niOre 
slX~ilkally described \\ithin the text ofthe letter and engineering dra\\ings ~ttached thereto. 

MTA advises that their engineers incoOperatioll \\ith the Cit)' of Los Angetes Department of 
Transportation (LADOl) engineers have conductooatl in-depth analysis of light rail vehicle 
(LRV) and automotive vehicle 1i.1()Vements, as well as revie\\ing the street roadway gcometries 
and have deternlincd to improve and enhance safel)~ at the 20 crossings within'the LRV corridor 
that trame signal upgrading and imprOVCl11cnts should be perfonned. A change in the 
configuration oftraOic Signals would reduce left tum trains versus auto conflicts. 

MTA proposes to change the location of the train signal noW nlounted at the end of the 
cantilevered trafl1e signal ann, adjacent to the left (um (rame signals, aIid to chiI\ge the aspect of 
all the train signals.' It is also piopo~'<i to include at each intersection train activated siglls \\ith 
the illuminat~!i word ''Train't on the Ill .. The signs will be activated on the. apptoac}lo( trains, \\iH . 
Ilash tor approximat~ly five scc()ndsaJ)d then display a solidtrains)tn\bo1. Th~ oPeration of 
these signs \\;11 be si~nilar to the atth'c"NO 'LEI', TURN" ~igris. ~tTA expectsth~ft~eSe 'I'le\v, 
signals will help to avoid left tum acd4ents, whidi havchappened alongWashhlgton B9ulev;ird . 
as a result of nlotor vehicles making left turns into the path of the light rail vehicles. The 
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existing tmin signals and train signs were t\pprov .. --d by Commission D~ision 90-03-050, which 
grantN th~ t\uthocity r .. 'qu~stN by AppJic~1tion 88-07-033. 

After a rc\iew of the f,1ctual material subnlitted by MTA, the COllllllission stan- concludes that 
Ml'A's proposal is a safe and reasonable alternative to the train signals and train signs appcov .. --d 
by Commission Decision 90-03-050. 

Discussion 

MTA is the primary provider oftransit-rdated services for the Southern Calitomia region. MTA 
was cceated in the state legislature by As~mbly Bill 152 in May 199i. This bill merged the Los 
Angeles COUllty Transportation Commission (tAcit) and the Southern California Rapid 
Transit District (RTD) to b..~ome the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Tr-an.sportation 
Authority. The merger b.."Came cOecdvc on FebiU<U)' 1, 1993. 

MTA is governed by a 13-member Board of Dir .. '('tors cOll1priS\.--d of the five Los Angeles COUllty 
Supervisors, the mayor of Los Angeles, three I.os Angeles mayor-appointed members, four city 
council members representing the other 87 cities in Los Angde.s County. Onc non-voting 
l11el1lOCr is appOinted by the Governor ofCalifofnia. 

MTA oversees all r~gional bus and rail operations; planning and construction of a county\\idc 
rail systenl; dcvelopment of en'cct"·c transpOrtation pOlicies and a long-range plan; progralllluiJlg 
of federal, statc and local revenucs for pUblic transit; transportation demand management, 
bikeways. and highway projccts of Los Angeles County; and coordination of t\ctivitic.s rullong 
the county's many tranSpOrtation agencies. 

MTA maintains an integrated transpOrtati(Ul network called the Metro Systelll which includes 
bus and rail services, transpOrtation demand managenient, bikeways, and highway iniprOyenients 
designed to make getting around thc r~gion easier and mOrc CCOliol11ica1. At the san1e time, the 
Metro System helps the Los Angeles r~gion mcet its goals for reducing air po.1Jution. 

LADOT is r~sponsible for the deVelopment of programs ruld implementation of solutions to med 
the ground transportation IlCcds of Los Angeles trawling public ruld Conil1lerce. The Department 
has cenlralizcl authority over the conceptual planning and operation of the City's street system; 
is responsible for the installation and maintenance of trame signals~ parking n\eters, and other 
trome control devices; regulates taXicabs, ambulatlces and other fot-hire vehicles; adlilinisters 
provisions of franchises; manages ofr-str~et parking facilities and regulates off .. street parking~ 

. intersection tOlltro., parking cnforcenlcnt and provides crossing guard services; plaIiS, ruld othel' 
related tranSpOrtation matters. 

-2 .. 



Resolution SX-20 
April 1, 1999 

The MTA Atuc Line is a hwnty mile light tail system running from d0\\11tO\\U Los AngdC's (0 

d0\\11tO\\U I.ong Ikach. The Washington Boulevard sC'etion has two light rail tracks nmning at 
strect lewl, ~p.1mtN fronl the vehicular lanes by a curb. At the hwnt)' interstctions, howevcr, 
both motor vchicles and light filii whiclcs (toss the intC'rsC'\:tion. The (rame signals and train 
signals arc dC'sign~ (0 prcwnt coBisions at these inter~"'(tions._ Occasionally, howe\'cr, motor 
vehicles do not obey the (rame signals and collisions occur. MTA believes that the new train 
signals and illuminated train signs \\ill be an improWOlcnt O\'C'f the existing train signals and 
train signs. 

Upon review of material subn\itted by M rA, as welt as an Ql\site inspectlon of the crossings, the 
Rail Safety and Carriers Division staff are in agrecment \vith MTA's -and LADOT's prOpOsal to 
modIfy the fraOk signals along the Washington nou1c\'ard Blue tine Corridor. 

Protests 

There are no protc-sts at this time. City of Los Angeles and Commission staff support this 
propOsa1. 

This is an uncontc-stro maHer in which the decision grants the relief reque-sted. AcconJingly~ 
pursuant to PU Code SC'\:tion 311 (g) (2), the othemise applicable JO-day period for publie 
review and comment is being waived, 

Findings 

1. MTA t~ue-sts authority to improve the conliguration of trame-train signals along 
Washington Boulevard and Flower Street LRV Metro Blue Line Corridor in the City of Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles County. 

2. The city of Los Angeles Department of TranspOrtation (LADOn has reviewed the 
street and wad way geometries, consideroo the operation of vchicular and LRV train trame and 
concurs with the proposed installation of signals at the crossings. 

3. MTA and LAriOT field studies indicate propo5\.'() changes to the location of the (rain 
signal now nlOunloo at the end of the cantilewred (rartie signal ann to the new location indicated 
on Exhibit A attached to this resolution \\ill roouce left turn whicu1ar-train accidents. 

4. Commission stOlfi' has reviewoo the MTA proposal and finds that the request has 
merit. 
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Conctuslon of law 

Rewlution SX-20 
April I, 1999 

MTA's request to improvc the train signals and train signs at twenty crossings along \\'ashington 
Boulevard should be granted. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that: 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Iransportation Authonty (MTA) be grantc-d authority to 
improvc the train signals and train signs at hwnty crossings along Washington Boulevard, as 
shown on the plans attached to the MTA ptoposal and Appendix A ofthis Resolution. 

This resolution is effective tOday. 
- . 

I hereby certify that this' resolution was adopted by the. Public Utilities COI'lHnission at its regular 
conference on April t. 1999. The foll(ming Commissioners voting favorably thereon: 

WESLEY M. FRANKLIN 
Executive Director 

RICHARO A. SILAS 
President 

HENRY M. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 
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