
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Rail Safety and Carriers Division 
Rail Engin{'~ring Safety Bnmch 
Rail Crossing Engineering Section 

Resolution SX-24 
June 3, 1999 

. RESOLUTION SX.14, AUTilOR1ZINO LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
MBTROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (~tTA) TO DEVIATE 
FROM THBPROVISIONS OF SECTION 6.7 Op·OENERAL ORDER 1S-C BY 
INSTALLINGPEI)ESTRIAr-rOAtE-TVPB SIDEWALKSIGNALSAT 
VERNON AVENUB; GAGB AVENUE, FLORENCE AVENUE, AND to}r.! 
STREET JOINT AT GRADE CROSSINGS, ACROS-S MtAls AND UNION 

. PAciFIC RAILROAD COMPANY's TRACKS IN LOS ANGELES, LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY. 

Summary 
- ' .. '. '. - .. . . . 

Los Angeles County MetropOlitan Tnmsportahon Authority (MTA), by a letter dated November 
23, 1998, requests authority to install pedestrlali: gate-type sidewalk signa1s at the follo\\ing at-· 
grade joint crossings of MfA arid Union Pacifi¢ RailtOad Company (fonl1erty Southern Pacific 
TranSpOrtation Company): Vemolt Avenue, Gage Avenue. Florence Avenue, "and t03rd Street, in 
Los Angeles, Los Angeles Courtty. 

MTA also requests a deviation fronl the provision ofStXtioil6~7 ofOeneral Order (GO) 75-C to 
it,stan only one flashing ted tight ori the gate amltather than a minimurn ofthree as rcquin..'d by 
GO 75-C. this resolutioil authorizes installation of the proposed warning devices. 

Discussion 
. .' .. . - -./i.. - - . 

MTA is the primary prOVIder oftranslt-ielated service.s for the Southern Califomiaregion. MIA 
,vas created 1n the state legislature by Assernbly"Bill 152 in May 19C:)2: This bill nlerged the Los 
Angeles Count),Transportation . Commission (LACle) and the Southern· California Rapid 
Transit District· (RTD) to· becorrie. the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 

.. Authority. The merger became eff«tive on February I, 1993. . 
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Commission lk'Cisions (0.) 88·08·O-t8, datc-d August 24t 1988 in Application (A.) 86-12-022, 
0.88·01·039, dated Jaimai)' 28, 1988 in A,86-12-010t and 0.88-0)-01), dated March 3, 1988 in 
A,87·11·015 granted authorhy to LACTC (Now ~ITA) to construct the four at-grade cwssings. 
Warning devices at each of the four crossings are twostandatd 9A automatic gate-type signals 
\\ithc:antiJc\'er and flashing lights. Additionally, there are two mlXlil1cd light signals for 
(X'deslrian trame in the southeast and nQrthwc"st quadrants of Florence AWmte andl03!J Street. 
There is a modified flashing light signal for ~"destrians descending the station ramps at Vernon 
and I OY" Street stations. 

Ver), tcw crossings statc\\ide ha\'e additional gate~type signals for pOOestr;ans~ It is usually 
adequate warning to pedestrians (0 set the vehicular gates descended. with the acconlpanying 
flashing lights and bell ringitlg, Extra pedestrian -gates are not normany installed ~3\ise of the 
ease \\ith which pedestrians can go aroUnd, owl', or under the gates. A.sO, at locations ,\here 
pOOe.strian gates Wete inslaUed in the past, there were problems \\;th vandalisnl (causing the 
gates to be out of service often). . 

Since 1990 there have been 25 pt"'de.strian accidents, resulting in 1 fatalities, involving light rall 
trains at the Vernon Awnue, Florence Avenue, and l03r~ Street Crossings. \Vhile there have 
been no pedestrian accidents at Gage Avenue, visibility in the Southeast quadrant of the crossing 
is restricted, 

B}' a letter dated Noveinber 23, 1998, MTA submitred plans of a ptoposal to ptovide pedestrian 
gates to supplement the existing warning devices at the four crossings listed above. MTA also 
requested a deviation fronl Commissionrequirernents (0 install the pt.--destrian gates. The 
propoS\."'d plans call for gates that "in adhere to the strul~ard Con'mlission nuinber 9 gates except 
that one tiaShing light is proposed (0 be aflixed to the gate ami rather than the minimum thn~e 
required by Srttion 6.1 of General Order (GO) 75-C. A de\ialion frol11 GO 1S·C IS needed to 
authorize installation of this non·st~ndard warning device. The new pedestrian gate-type 
warning dC\'ices arc proposed to be installed across the sidewalks as (ollows: 

Stteet Nan\e " 
Vernon Awnue 
Gage Avenue 
Florence Avell.ue 
19Y" Street 

UP 
Crossing Number 
BBII-486.42 
BBII-487.92 
BBII-488.43 
BBII-49O.60 

MTA 
Crossing Number 
84L-4.2 
84L-S.1 
84L-6.2 
84L·8.4 

Quadrant 
Southeast 
Southeast 
Southeast and Southwest 
Southeast and Southwest 

The plans for the pedestrian gate installations are attached to the letter submitted by MTA, and 
ha\'e been reviewed by engineers fr011\ the City of Los Angeles, Count)' of Los AngeleS, Union 
Pacific Railroad COll .. ~ny, "and the Corrtn .. tssion. ""Installation costs will be borne by MfA, and 
maintenance costs. "in be shared by l\frA and UP in accNdance \\ith current agreements. 
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Upon rc\'icw of materiat submitted by MTA, as wdl as an ~nsite ins{X.'Clion (lfthe crossings, the 
Rail Safely and Carriers Division staff are in agr«ment \\ith MTA's propos..'\t to gr.mt an 
exemption to the requirements of GO 1S-C in order to install s(X'Ciat automatic gates for 
(X--destrians at the tour crossings listed above. 

This is an uncontested maHer in which the resolution grants the relief r"'quested. Accordingly, 
pursuant to PU Code Section 311 (g) (2). the othC't\\ise applicable 30-day Period for public 
review and comment is being waved. 

Protests 

There are no protests at this time. Union Pacific Railroad COlllpany, Los Angeles County 
MetropoHtan Tr-ansportation Authority, and Commission staf'fsupport this Ptopos..'l1. 

Findings 

I. Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) requests authority for 
installation of gate-type signals for pedestrians on Vernon Avenue, Gage Avenue, Florence 
Avenuc, and 103rJ Street joint crossings at grade acroSS MTA's and Union Pacific Railroad 
Companyts (UP) (fonner Southem PacifiC Transportation COlhp.myts) tracks. 

2. Installation costs \\ill be borne by l\tTA, and maintellance costs \\ill be shared by 
MTA and UP in a.c~ordance \\ith current agreements. 

3. Commission staff has rc\'iewed the MTA proposal and finds that the request has merit 
and should be granted. 
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Conclusion 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDEREU. that: 
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I.os Angeles COUll\), Me-tropotitan TranspOrtation Authority (MIA) be granted a deviation (ronl 
the provision ofStXtion 6.7 of Generat Order (00) 1S-C tei install only one flashing red light on 
the gate ainlS of gate-type signals for pedestrians on Vcrtcon Avenue~ Gage Avenue, Florence 
A\'cnuc, and lo),rJ Stteet at grade crossings across }..iTA's and Union Pacific Railroad 
COll1pany'S (UP) (fornier South~m Pacine Transportation tompim)'~s) tracks. as shown 6n the 
plans attached to the MTA propoSal. 

This resolution is effective today. 

I hereby certify th~t this resolution \\-as adopted by the Public UtilitieS Conl111ission at its tegular 
conference on June 3~ 1999. The (ollo\\itig ConiIllissioners voting fa\'orably thereon: 

WESLEY M, FRANKLlN 
EXeCutive Director 

RICHARD A. BILAS 
President 

HENRY M. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 
LOREITAM. LYNCH 
TALC. FINNEY 

COll1missioners 


