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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Rail s"lfely and Carriers Division 
Rail Eng,neering S.,(ety Br"ncll 
Rail Crossings Pcoje<:ls Section 

Resolution SX-25 
September 16, 1999 

RESOLUTION SX-25. RECOMMENDATI()N TO THE CAliFORNIA 
TRANSPORtATION COMMISSION FOR INCREASED FUNDING 
TO BESET ASIDE FOR MAINTAINING AUTOMAnCGRADE­
CROSSING PROTECTION DEVICES UNDER PUBLIC UTILITIES 
CODESECflON 1231.1. . 

SUMMARY 

This resolution recon\mends to the California TransportatiOl\ Cornnussion (CTC) to 
allocate, for the 2000-2001 (iscal yeart the sun\ of $4,250,000 (ot the purpOse of paying 
the local governments' share of the cost of maintaining automatic grade-crossing 
warning devices. 

BACKGROUND 

Public Utilities (PU) Code Section 1231.1 requires that in each a~ual proposed budget 
prepared by the Department of Transportation (CALTRANS), the sun' o( $1,000,000 be 
set aside for allocation to the Public Utilities Conunission (PUC) to pay to railroad or 
street railroad corporations the share of the cost to cities and counties of maintaining 
automatic grade-crossing protection. For CroSShlgS that were in\proved pursuant to the 
Federal Grade-Crossing Ir'nproven\ent Program, the mail\tel\anCe costs are apportioned 
50% belweet\ the railroad and the city or county. For a new Clossing, the maintenance 
costs ate apportioned pursuant to the agreemellt between the railroad and the public 
agency as prescribed in the PUC decision authorizing the crossing. 
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In 1988, all amendment to PutlUC Utilities Code Sc<:tion 1231.11was enacted whteh 
sp~ines that the PUC may reronu'nend a suil, greater than $1,000,000 be set aside if the 
PUC finds that $1,000,000 Is not sufficient due to "n increase in the I\umt~r of grade­
crossIng warnIng devices or an Increase in the Cost of maintenance of those devices. 
The spedfic ari\ount of the total alloctltion shall be deternuncd by the erc. 

DISCUSSION 

\Vhen the automatic grade-crossing prot~lion n\aintenance fund was first established 
in 1965, the "laxiffilim annual allocation 0($1,000,000 was sufficient to coVer ,,11 claims 
filed by railroad arid street railroad Corporations: However, with the advent of a . 
Federal grade-crossing proteCtion funding program begiMing with the 1973 Federal 
Highway Safety Act, the installation and upgrading of a'uton\.11k grade-crossing 
protection devices increased which caused clatn\S'to exceed funds available for the 
calendar yeats 1971 and thereafter. 

The railroads perform the required maintenance during a given calendar year, then file 
a claim with the PUC (ot reimbursenlent of the dty 6r county share. These dainls an~ 
paid {rom fiscal reM budgets. For the past five years, claims and payments were as 
(o11o\\'s: . 

CY FY· No. of Crossings Total Claims Total Paid 
($) ($) 

19-1 9-1-95 3,M2 4,371,828 4,000,000 
'95 95-96 3,095 4~47,243 4,000,000 
196 96-97 3/136 4~17,()().t 4,000,000 . 
197 97-98 3,033 4,330,149 ·4,250,000 
'98 98-99 2,950 4,259,422 4,250,oc,o 

The maintenance (und claims (or calendar year 1999 ate expected to be approxin\ately 
, $4,300,000 lor an eslinlated 3,000 crossings, TIle FY '99-00 budget includes $4,250,000 

(or this program, \Ve anticipate that claims (or calendar year 2000 will be at the same 
level or higher than 1999, therefore, an atlocationof$ .. t250,OOO will be needed (or the 
2000-2001 fiscal )'ear. 
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tAU 3065, (Polanco) September 29, 1988. 
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FINDINGS 

For the 2000-2001 fis(\\1 ycar, the sum of $4,250,000 will be needed to pay the local 
governments' share ot the cost of maintaining automatic grade-trossing warning 
devices. 

Since this is al\ uncontested maHer iI\ which the resoluti~n grants the relief requested, 
the 3O-day period fOr public review and COfflInen\ otherwise applicable pursuant to PU 
Code Section 311(g) (2) is being waived . 

. THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that: 

In acc()rd~nce with ]lU'Code Section 1231.1, the PUC ie(ommends to the California 
Transportatio)\ Coriunission that a sum of $-t250,()()() be allocate" (or the 2000-2001 
fiScal year for the purpose of paying to railroad or street railroad corporations the share 
of the costs to cities and counties of rnaintaining automatic grade-crossing \vanung 
devices .. 

The e((edive date of this Resolution is today. 

I hereby certify thatlhe Public Utilities Conmussion at its regular n\eeting on September 
16,1999 adopted this Resolution. The following Commissioners approved it: 

..... 
RICHARD A. BILAS 

President 
HENRY l-.f. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 
JOEL Z. HY ATI 
CARL \V. \V<X>D 

Commissioners 
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WESLEY M. FI~ANKL1N 
Executive Director, 


