PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ADVISORY AND COMPLIANCE DIVISION  RESOLUTION NO. T-13044
Télecommunications Branch January 27, 1989

RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING HETROHEDIA TELECOHHUNICATIONS INC. (U-
2078-C) A RATE 1INCREASE OF $1.00 PER PAGING CALL FOR- ALL
PAGING CALLS IN EXCESS OF ONE THOUSAND PAGING CALLS PER UNIT
PER MONTH FOR TONE ONLY OR NUMERIC DISPLAY PAGING SERVICE. "~

SUMMARY | N
"By Advice. Léttéer No.. 8, flléd on October 11, 1988, Hetromed1a'

'Telecommun1cations Inc. (MTI) .desires-to charge $1.00 per paglngr“

call in excess of one thousand (1000) paging - calls pér unit  per
month for tone only or numéricé display paging sérvice. This is a
rate" increéase; since subscribérs of these sérvices previously had no
limit on the number of calls received per month.

An exeeptlon will be made, however, for those paging unxts used in‘
connection wlth public emergenc1es, public health or public safety,l
and the medlcal profession. It is unlikely. that this increéase will
add s1gn1f1cantly to thé gross reVenué of MTI in any such evént; thée -
increasé would be minimal. The basic purposé of this addit10nal7*
charge is not révenue production, but additional detérrént on usé of
a paging unit for drug traffic._ MTI has notifiéd its customérs of

this rate 1ncrease request and no protests haVe béén receiVed. “We .

authorlze a charge
of $1.00 per paglng call in éxcess of one thousand paging: calls per
unit per month, . for tone only or numéric display paging service.

BACKGROUND

HTI has expréssed concern that there has béén a grow1ng use of
pagers by drug dealers for 111ega1 pursults. Thé easé of use. of
pagérs in_ general, and the ability to seéend coded méssages . w1th
display pagers in partlcular, have unfortunately proved very
valuable to those involved in drugs and drug trafflcklng. S $ .
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NTI is obviously very concerned about this misuse of its service.
Any poténtial connection betwéén MTI and the devastating effects of
drugs in our community is dismaying on a business and personal leveél
to everyoneé assoociated with NTI,

From MTI's past experience, it has been détermined that thosse
involved with drug activity are éxcessive system usérs, sométimes
génerating 5000 or more pages for oné pagér in a single month. NTI
does not éxpect to derive éxtra revénue from this charge due to the
fact that the overall chargée will discourage the use of NTI's paging
services for drug relateéd purposes, , _

- Sinceé 1000 pégés- would répresent the recelpt of 45 pageé ‘éach'

business day of thé month, it is clear that such use would be hjghly
unlikely undér normal c¢ircumstances. That béeing the case, MTI does
not éxpect that this proposéd rate increasé will create problems for
the vast majority of its customérs. ‘

'DISCUS§ION

This_fiiingfiﬁ_effect_répresénts a ‘rate increase since some

‘subscribérs who préviously did not pay for certain paging calls (in

excéss of 1,000) will now be réequiréd to pay $1.00 a piéce for such

_@¢alls. Staft has invéstigated thé current aVé:;ge,numbéfrof paging

calls per subscribér pér month and found that number to bé 1eéss than

350. This figuré is well bélow thée proposéed cap of 1,000 per month.

Since theé overwhélming najority of MTI's customers will not be
affected by this rate increase, and since 4all medical and public
safety officals are éxémpted (thesé pagérs will continue to réceive
an unlimited amount of calls), we will thérefore allow thé utility
to charge a rate of $1.00 pér paging call for all paging calls in
excéss of oné thousand paging calls per unit pér month for tone only
or numéric display paging service. S

MTI has notified its subscribérs of this filing as requiréd under
our Général Order 96-A, Séction 6. No protésts have béen received. -

FINDINGS

Thé commission finds that the ratés, chargés and conditiens
authorizéd in this resolution are just and reasonable and present
ratés, . chargés, and conditions, as they differ from the Trates,
chargés, and conditions authorized in this résolution are for the
futuré unjust and unreasonablée; and good causé appearing, '




@11 15 ORDERED that:
(1) Authority is grantéd to makeé the above revisions
effective on Janhary 27, 1989,

(2) MPI shall specitically identify in its tariffs
those public or private: professiOnals who are exempt

from th1s limlt.

{3) ReV1sed cal. pUC sheets nos. 76-T, 77-T of HetrOmedia's
tariff shall beé marked to show. that such sheets were
authorizéd by résolution of the puc of thé State of Caiifornia,

Résolution No‘ T-13044.
The eff’ééj;iwfé”aat_e of this Resélution' is _Eodéy-. 3

I certify that this Résolution was adopted by thé Fublic
Utilltles Commission at its reégular meetlng on January 27, 1989. ;
The followlng Comm1551oners apptoVed 1t'
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