PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALYFORNIA

Commission Adviaory‘and chpliance Division | RESOLUTION T-14986
Telecommunications Branch o July 22, 1992

RESOLUZTIQON

RESOLUTION T-14986. ALPINE CA~3 L.P. AND CELLULAR 2000.
REQUEST TO SET ROAMER RATES OUTSIDE EACH COMPANY’S
CELLULAR GEOGRAPHICAL SERVICE AREA.

BY ADVICE LETTER NO. 10, FILED ON MAY 5, 1992,
SUPPLEMENTAL ADVICE LETTER NO. 10-A, FILED ON

MAY 28, 1992, AND SUPPLEMENTAL ADVICE LETTER NO. 1l0-B,
FILED ON JUNE 23, 1992 BY ALPINE CA=3 L.FP.; AND BY

ADVICE .LETTER: NO. 11, FILED ON'APRIL 22, 1992 BY.
CELLULAR 2000.;', »

SUMMARY
This Resolution authorizes nonwireline carriexrs Alpine CA-3 L.P.
and Cellular 2000 to set the retail rates paid by their own
cellular customers who roam outside their sexvice areas. Alpine
CA-3 L.P. proposes to offer this rate for its customers who
travel in the Sacramento, Stockton, Modesto, Merced, and/or
Fresno areas of the nonwireline carrxier. Cellular 2000 proposes
to offer this rate for its customers who travel in the Stockton,
Modesto, and/or Fresno areas of the nonwireline carrier. Both
Alpine CA-3 L.P. and Cellular 2000 proposed rates will result in
either the same or lower rates for their customers who roam.
The authorities granted to Alpine CA-3 L.P. and Cellular 2000
shall be effective until October 31, 1992, as requested by the
utilities. By an advice letter filing, these-authorities can be
extended for a maximum period of one year from the effective
date of this Resolution. . Requests for further extension or -
requests to- make the rates permanent shall be filed through an-
.application., There were no- proteats-to these advice lettera.

’ ‘ .

Alpine CA-3 L.P. (Alpine) and Cellular 2000 (Cellulaxr) are
facilities-based cellular telecommunications carriers. Alpine
operates in Maderxra, Merced, and San Benit¢o Counties. Cellular
operates in Alpine, Amador, and Calaveras Counties. Each
carrier has filed an advice letter to offer retail rates for its
own customers who xoam in the Stockton, Modesto, and/or Fresno
areas of the nonwireline carrier. Also, the Alpine request
includes rates for Mexrced and Sacramento areas. Each carrier
proposes to set the following rates for its customers: Access
Charges - None, Usage Rates - to be based on.the service axea

usage rates of the customer’s current service plan with the
cel ular carxier.ﬁr,;;_,.xﬁifuw, ,
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On May 28, 1992, Alpine supplemented Advice Letter No. 10 to
include a rate f£or customers who roam into the Sacramento area.
On June 23, 1992, Alpine filed another supplement to its Advice
lettexr to include tariff language stating that Alpine will not
apply its proposed rates in cases where the proposed rates are
higher than the current applicable rates charged by the cellular
company providing service to the roaming Alpine customer.

A roamer rate is a rate charged by a carxier to a cellular
customer who travels into that carrier’s cellular geographical
service area (CGSA), an area outside the CGSA of the designated
carrier of the customer. The .carrier that provides the roaming
cellular sexvice to the visiting customer normally sets those

rates and bills the customer’s carrxier, who in turn bills the
customer the rate it was charged.

In their respective advice letters, Alpine and Cellular do not
automatically pass through the other carrier’s xrcaming rate to
their customers who roam outside their service areas. Alpine
proposes to charge its own customers who roam into the
Sacramento, Stockton, Modesto, Merced, and/or Fresno nonwireline
systems the lesser of: normally applicable roaming xates of the.
carrier providing roaming service or the service area usage rate
of the customer’s current retail plan. Cellular proposes to
charge its own customers who roam into the Stockton, Modesto,
and/or Fresno nonwireline systems the service area usage rate of
the customer’s current retail plan. Based on Alpine’s various
axisting. plans: and. .Cellulaxr’s sole :existing: plan, both their -

. proposals will offer:.customers rates which.are the same oxr lower
'thanithe-roame::rates;chargedﬁbywtheﬁcarrier1which\providea.‘

NOTICE /PROTESTS

Public notice of Alpine’s Advice Letter No. 10 and Cellular’s
Advice Letter No. 11 was made by publication in the Commission’s
Daily Calendar of May 11, 1992 and April 24, 1992, respectively.
Supplemental Advice Letter Nos. 10~A and 10-B appeared on the
June 3, 1992 and June 26, 1992 Commission Daily Calendars.
'Also, pursuant to General Order No. 96=A, Section III, Paragraph
6, the utilities mailed copies of their respective advice
letters to other utilities and to all interested parties.
requesting -notification. No protests were received.

. _

By their respective Advice Letters, Alpine and Cellular propose
to offer roamer tariffs for their own customers who travel
outside their service areas. These proposed offerings deviate
from the normal roamer tariff offerings because a roamer rate is
. usually set by the carrier providing the cellular service.
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In Resolution T=14621, the Commission expressed concern over
McCaw carriers setting roamer rates for thelxr own customers when
they travel into. anothexr carrier’s CGSA and roamer service is
provided by anothexr carrier. Since the caxrrier providing the
roamexr service normally sets the roamer rates, the Commission
was only willing to accept the McCaw roamer tariffs on a
provisional basis. Resolution T-=14621 required that any request
to make the provisional tariffs permanent needed to be filed as
a formal application. :

In Resolution T-14621, the Commission determined that when McCaw
files an application to make the roamer rates set for their own
customers permanent, we will have the opportunity to evaluate
the reasonableness of setting roamer rates outside a carrier’s
sorvice terrxitory. Until that time, we will follow the process
established in Resolution T=14621. Any request for authority to
sot rates outside a carrier’s sorvice area should result either
in revenue neutrality for that particular carrier or a decrease
in the rate of the roamer customers. Alpine and Cellular’s
requests meet the latter qualification.

Based on the customer’s current serxvice plan, Alpine’s proposal
will result in a lower rate for some customers. Alpine’s intent
is to provide its customers service at the lowest applicable
rates. Thus, Alpine will charge its customexrs who xroam outside
its service area the current applicable roaming rates charged by
the carrier providing cellular service when Alpine’s proposed
rates are higher than the normally applicable roaming rates.

Based on its only existing plan, Cellular’s pioposdl will result
either in the same ox lower rates than the regular roaming rates
charged by the carrier providingrse;vice to roamer customers.

Since Alpine’s and Cellular’s proposals will result in either
the same oxr lower roamer rates for their own customers, we will
approve their requests to set roamer tariffs outside their CGSA
from the effective date of this Resolution to October 31, 1992,
as requested. By filing an appropriate advice letter, the
tariff may be extended for a maximum period of one year from the
‘extension of or permanent authority for these requests should be
filed as an application.: T E

, _

1. A roamer rate is a rate that is charged by a carxxier to a
cellular "visitor~” in a carrier‘’s CGSA.

2. Alpine requests authority to set roamer rates for its own
customers who travel into the Sacramento, Stockton, Modesto, :
and/ox Fresno areas of the nonwireline carrier. Alpine requests .
that this authority be effective until October 31, 1992.
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3. Cellular requests authority to set roamer rates for its own -
_customers who travel in the Stockton, Modesto, Merced, and/or
Fresno areas of the nonwireline carrier. Cellulax requests that
this authorxty be effective until October 31, 199%2.

4. By its Resolut;on T-14621, the Commmss;on epproved on a -
provisional basis the’ McCaw-Affiliated compan;es' requests To

,  Set xoamexr rates outside thexr CGSAfs.

S5 The advice~letter$ of Alpxne and’ Cellular axe similar to -
McCaquffxliated compan;es' lexngs.;a |

THEREFORE, IT IS«ORDERED that'

1. Alpxne CA-3 L.P. is granted authorxty to set the roamer
rates for its own customers who travel in the Sacramento,
Stockton, Modesto, Mexrced, and/or Ffresno areas of the
nonwireline carrier, as requested in its Advice Letter No. 10
and Supplements. This authority shall become effective on the
effective date of this Resolution up. to Octoberx 31, 1992, as
requested. This authority may be extended up-to July 22, 1993,
by filing an appropriate advice lettexr to be effective on 30
days notice without further Commission action. Request for

further extension or. permanence of thxs authorzty shall be filed
through an applzcation.r

2. Cellular 2000 is granted authority to set’ the roamer rates
for its own customers who travel in the Stockton, Modesto,
and/or Fresno areas of the nonwireline carxier, as requested its
Advice Letter No. 1l. This authority shall become effective on
the effective date of this Resolution up to October 31, 1992, as
requested. This authority may be extended up to July 22, 1993,
by £iling an appropriate.advice letter. to. be effective on 30 .
days notice without furthexr Commission action.’. Request for N
. further extension- or permanence. of ‘this author;ty shall be filed

"Aqthrough an applxcation. 5-

‘Thls Resolution is effective today.

I hereby ce:tify'that this Resolut;on was adopted by the Public

Utilities Commission at its regqular meet;ng on.July 22, 1992. -
The follow;ng Commassioners approved its

DANIEL Wm. FESSLER

P:esxdent: )

JOEN B. OHANIAN. .- R A Executive D;rector
© PATRICIA M. ECKERT O

NORGW D. SHUORY. . =T

u/

Comm;ssxoners%f I SR :;w  f”ff“




