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PUBLIO UTILITIES comnSSJ:ON OF TilE STA'rg OF CALI.~ORNIA : 

RESOLUTI6N 

RESOLUTION TL 18351 
Transportation DivisiOn 

(Res. TL-18351) RESOLUTION AOOPTI~G GENERAL ORDER 160. . 
REQUIRING PRIVATE CARRIERS As DEFINED nY PUDLlC UTiLITIES 
CODE SEC'l'I6N 4001 WHICH OPERATE MOTOR VEHiCLES ON ANY PUBLIC 
HIGHWAY TO PROVIDE ANO THEREAFTER CONTINUE IN EFFECT 
ADEQUATE PR~ECTI6N AGAINST LIABILITY. 

In.1989 the calif6rnia'Legislature enacted ~blic.Utilities(Pu) 
COde sec.tion 4000 et seq (the private carriers' . Registration Act) 
as part Of Chapter 1025 (A.B, 1968, )foore). The privab~ . ...... , . 
Carriers' Registration Act W\is atnended by Cha.Pt.er 506

1 
1990' (AD 

1961, MOOre). J>U Code section 4005 requires every pr vate . 
carrier, ,as defined in PUC6de section 4001, which . operate's a '. " 

. motor vehioleon any public, highway ~n this state to regi.steI" its . 
operations with the~om]'iliss16ra., PU Co4e section 4010 stat~s.that 
registration shall not be gr~nted to any private .carrier 'until' , 
there.is filed with and ~accepted byth,e commissionacurtentlY:c. 
effective ¢ertiftGat~,orcettiticates6f insurance or a'surety .'. 
bondo): bonds eVidencing pl.'otectioil against liability imposed by 
law for the ~ayment of damages forper-sonal injury to, or death 
of, any person, 0): damages to prOperty I or both.' . ' 

The commission should adOpt General Order 160 as set forth in . 
Appendix A herein Which ou~lines the rules and regulations to 
implement the provisions of the privatecarri~rs' Registration 
Act. 

IT,IS ORDERED thatt 

1. General Order 160 is adopted as set forth in Appendi~ A 
attached. 

2. Copies of General 6rd'er 160 shall ba made available to all" 
private carriers at the time they are notified by the 
commission of their responsibilities under the private Carriers' 
Registration Act. 

3. The Executive Director is hereby authorized to issue and/6r 
revise any insurance certificates, surety bonds or standard forms 
of endQrsement and any other forms appropriate for the 
implementation of the Commission's order set forth herein. ' . 

4. In determining the appropriate level of insurance which,a 
private carrier must file, the Commission's staff shall rely on 
information provided by the carrier under penalty Of perjury. 



5. Goneral. Order 160 shall become effective January 1, 1991. 

thereby certify that the' tOl'egoinqResolution was duly',' .', . 
introduced, passed and ad.Opted at a ret1ul~r" meeting Of the PUblic 
utilities C6mmission of: the sta~e: of calitorr'lia, held 61'1 september 
~ 1990 The following commissiOners Voted faVorably. 

" . 
G. MITCHELL WILK 

President 
FREDERICKR. DUDA 
sTANLEY" W. HULETT, 
PATRICIA M~ ECKEAT 

COr&nissioners. 

Corrrilissi6ner JOhn B~ Ohan1ata t ':, 

belnq necet.sarlly absent,' did 
notpartlcipate. 
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APPENDIX A 
GENERAL onDER NO. 160 

PUDLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION Ol~ THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ~ 

RULES AND REGUlATIONS REQUIRING PRIVATE CARRiERS, AS DEFINED BY .. 
PUBLIC UTILITIES CODE SECTION 4601, WHICH OPERATE MOTOR VEHICLES 
ON ANY PUBLIC HIGHWAY TO PROVIDE AND THEREAFTER CONTINUE IN . 
EFFECT ADEQUATE PROTECTION AGAINST LIABILITY IMPOSEO BY LAW UPON 
SUCII CARRIERS FOR THE PAYMENT OF Dl\KJ\GES '-OR l>ERSONAL BODILY 
INJURIES (INCWDING DEATH RESULTING THEREFROM) hMO DAMAGE 'I'O OR 
DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY. 

Adopted .SEP 2 5 J990 , 1990, EffectiVe January 1, 1991 
(Resolution TL 16351) 

(1) EVery private carrier as defined by Publio Uti1itl~s Code 
Section 40~1 (eXcept thOse subject to Sections 1~) and/or (3) ...• 
below) which is required to register under Publ c Utilities code' 
Section 4005 shall provide and thereafter continuo in effect so
long as it may ba engaged in conducting such operations,adequata 
protection against liability imposed by law UpOil such carrier-in 
acco~dance with the following schedUle: 

Ca) for vehioles subject to Vehiole code section 16500;51 f6r 
the payment of damages fo~ personal bodily injuries . . .. 
(inclUding daath reSUlting therefrom) in the amount of not 
less than two hundred fifty thOusand dollars ($250,000) on 
account of bOdily injuries tol.or death Of, one personf and 
protection a'1ainst total lla~ lity Of such oarrier on aCCO~rlt 
of bodily inJuries tOt or death of, nore than one person as a 
result of any one acc~dent, but subject to the sa~e . 
limitation for each person, in the amOunt Of not less than 
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,060)1 and p~otectlon in 
the amount of not less than one hundred thOusand dollars 
($100,006) for anyone acoident resulting in daMage to or 
destruction of property other than property beinq transported 

.. by such carrier, ..... hether the property. of One or tnorethari one 
olaimantl or a combined single limit in the amount of not 
less than six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000) on account 
of bodily injuries tOt or death Of, One or more persons .. 
and/or damaqe to or Uestruotion of property other than 
property being transported by such carrier ..... hether the 
property of one or more than one olaimant in anyone accident. 

G.O. 160 



(b) for vehi6les n6t subjeot to Vehiol~ Cod~ Sootiofi 1~506:5i 
for the payment of damages for bodily injury to, Ot" death of, 
one person in anyone acoident in the amount of at least 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000)1 and subjoot to tho limit . 
for one person, in tho amount of at loast ~hirty thousand 
dOllars ($30,000) for bodily injury to, o~death of,. two or 
more persOns in anyone ace dentl and for injury to or. . 
destruction of property of others in the amount of at least 
five thousand dollars ($5,000) for anyone acoident. 

(2) Every private carrier of petroleum produots in bulk in 
tank vehioles or in vacuum vehioles required to rotJistel" under 
Publio utilities COde SectiOn 4005, whon transporting petroleum 
and/or petroleum prodUcts, includinq waste petroloum and waste 
petroleum prodUcts, shall provide and thereafter continue in 
effeot, sO Hmq as it may be engaged in conductinl] such. -_ 
operations, adequate protection against liability imposed by law 
upon such cArrier for the payment of damages for pot'sonal-b6dlly 
injuries (inoluding death resulting therefrOm) in the alnoUl'lt of" 
not less thAn fiVe hundred thOusand dOllars ($500,000) on'account 
of bodily injuries to, or death of, one person: and proteotion 
against a total liability of such carrier on aCCOunt of bodily' , ' 
injuries to, or death Of, more than one p~rsonas a result of a~y 
one accident, but subject to ~he, ~ain~ l!trll.tation for each per~6n, 
in the amount Of not less than One tnl.lll.on dollars ($1,000,000) J ,', 
and ~roteotion in an amount ot not less than two hundred thousand 
dollars ($200,000) for one acoident resulting in dalltage t~ or ,._' 
destruction of property other than property beinCj trAnsport~d by'
such carrier, whether the property of One or more than one ' 
claimant: or a combined si.ngle limit in the amount Of not less . 
than one million, two hundred thOUsand dollars ($l,~OO,OOO) on' 
account of bodily injuries to, or death of, one or nore person 
and/or damage to or destruction of property other than property 
being transported by such carrier, Whether the property of one or 
more than one claimant, in anyone accident. 

(3) Except as provided in Seotion (2) above, every private ",' 
carrier required to register under Publio utilities code Seotioh 
4005 which transports any hazardous material, as defined by 
section 353 of the california Vehiole code

l 
shall provide and 

thereafter continue in 'effect, so long as t may be engaged in 
conducting such operations, adequate proteotion against li~bility 
imposed by law On such carrier for tho paYment of da~ages for 
personal injury or death, and damage to or destruotion of 
property, in amounts of not less than the minimum levels of 
financial responsibilit~ speoified for oarriers of hazardous 
materials by the United states Department • 
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.-~ \t;~;~~j;ortatl.on .(U. S • D. 6.'1'. ) inl'art 387 otT ttl€> .~6ftha 
'Code 'of F~doral Regulatio'1s. Tht) applicable rdnitnum levols,of 

flnanoial't"osp6nsibility required are as followsj 

(a) 

(b) 

(0) 

(d) 

1 

1 
C6mmOdity Transporteda 

Oil listed in 49 CFR 172.1011 hazardous 
materials and hazardous substances defined 

C6mbinedSingle' 
Limit COVerag'e 

in 49 CPR 171.8 and listed in 49 CFR 112.101, 
but not ~entioned in (0) or (d) ••••••••••••• $1,600,000 
Haza~d6us waste as defined in section 25111 of 
thl! California Health and safety Code and 'ritlo 
22 of the california code of RegUlations, but , 
not mentioned in (0) or (d) •••••• t • • • • • • • • • • $1,000,000 
Hazardous substances, as defined in 49 CPR 111. 8, 
~r liquified cOmpressed gas Or compressed gas, 
transported in cargo tanks, portable tanks, o~ 
hopper-type Vehicles with capaoities in excess , 
of 3,506 water gallons •••••••••••••••••••••• $5,000,000 
Any quantity 6f class A or B eXplosivesl any 
quantity 6f poison gas (Poisoil A)I or hi9h~.~~' 
route controlled quantity radioactive materials 
as defined in 49 CFR 113.403 ................$5,000,o00 

'N6tei Items (a) , (b) and (0) apply to Vehioles with a gross 
vehiole weight rating of 10

1
°00 POUnds or ~ot~. 

Item (d) applies to all veh oles. 
Exceptions: (1) 

(2) 

.. 

california Intrastate carriers of bulk petroleum, 
and petroleum prodUcts, inolUding waste patroleum 
and petroleum prodUcts, are subjeot to Section 
(2) of this General Order and therefor(l are 
required to maintain lTtinimum coverage 'Of. " 
$1,200,000 rAther than $1,000,000, as Speoified 
above. , ' 
carriers that transport commodities listed!fi 
(a)1 (b) or- (0) but Who are exempt becausebf 
veh ole size are required to maintain COVerage of 
$600,000 as specified in section (1) (a) of this 
General Order, rather than $1,000,000 or 
$5,000,000 as specified in section (3) abov~. 

, , -. ' . 
(4) (a) Tho proteotion required under seotions (1) I . (2l

1 
and· 

(3) hereof shall be evidenced by the deposit with the Pub 0' 

Utilities,commission, covering each Vehiole used or to be 'used in 
conduoting the operation of each such private carrier, of the 
appropriate Com~ission-authorlzed certificate of bodily injury 
liability and property damage liability insurance, issued by a 
company licensed to write such insurance in the state of . 
California, or by nonadmitted insurers subject to section 1763 Of 
the Insurance Code, or Of an original bond of a surety company 
licensed to write surety bonds in the state of California. 
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~~~~(eh:t~~I~~:fE!r!n~i~1~~~~~~m~~!~:~~:!r~tr~~:i~1~fr~I!1lS 
Commissi(m, such -ilot.l¢Q'to C6lnin~nce to run f1'Qm tho date not.ice 
is actually~eceiv~dat~tho Office of tho C6hmls~ion. . - -, 

(6)'EYery insurance certificate or surety -bond shall contain 
a.provision that such cert.ificate or surety bond_shall t'emain in 
full force andoffeot until cancelled in the manner provided by 
seotion(S)."f this General Ol'der. " 

(7) In lieu 6f the evidence authQrized by sect.ion 4 hereQf; 
any ~riVate carrie~ may file a certificate Of self-insurance 
issued by the Calif()rnia Department of Motor Vehiolos_where the 
certificate evidences authority; to. self-insure pursua ... t to , 
Vehicle cOde sectio~_ 16053 - in the amounts required by Seotions 
(1) I (2) ,or , (~) of. this General 6rder., _, ' 

, (8)Up61) cancellation 6f a.ra il'lsurance certificate or surety 
bond, 61"_ the cai\cell~tlon of _ a certificate- of self-insurance 
issued'by'tha ,D~partmen~6f HO~6i',V~h~C.les, thl! reqil?tratit)n '6f 
any privatecar_rier shall stand sUspended immediately upon the 
effeotive date of such cancellation. ..,'., ' 

(9) The, ,registration, o.f _ any 'private carrier suspende~ under , 
the pr6visions, of seoti6n(s):o( this General Order shall hot be., ' 
reinstAted unless And until there is filed on behalfot such ' . 
carrier a current .insui'iulce certificate, surety bond, oi' ' . 
certificate, of self-insur,a.nce issued hythe Department of H6to.r 
vehio,~es ",hich meets.thestandards sat forth in 'this General' ',' 
Order. '-", ,.', , " . . , ." . 

. Cl0) In ,order 't6ekp,~dtte the pro<;essing of insurailc<tfilings 
by the, s~aft. of t1)e Publio utilltiesCoinmissi6n,ea.chinsurartce; 
or bondfilin~ made should cOhtain the insUl:'ed'sCallfornia . ' . ' . 
Higllway pa.trolllle-CAN,JlUmber, if known, in th'euppe:r right " 
hand corner of the 'certificate. ' . ' 

ApprOVed and dated at san Fr~ncisco, California, this 25th day" of . September , 19~0. 

.1 

~. 
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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE o~ CALIFORNIA' 

By N~al Shulman 
Executive Director, 


