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RESOLUTION GRANTING ROSS A. VITAUll, DBA DOOR·TO·DOOR 
AIRPORTER SHUTTLE SERVICE, A TEMPORARYFARBINCREASE TO OFFSET 
INCREASED FUEL COSTS 

SUMMARY 

Ross A. Vitatie (Applicant), dba Door~to·Door Airportet Shuttle SC'(\'ice,is authoriud 
for a 180-<1a), period to increase his fares for on-call shuttle \'31\ serviCe (0 Mld (rolll 
Eureka-Arcata Airport. 

BACKGROUND 

Applicant holds a certificilte of public conwniel\ce and n~e-ssity to operate as an on-caU 
passenger stage corporation (PSC 10974) to transport pa.."scngers between Eureka, Arcata, 
and McKinlc}'vilh.\ on the one hand, and Eureka-Arcata Airport, on the other hand. 

By letter to the Rail Safely and Carriers Division (RSCD or Stan), ApplicaJ)t requests 
authority to assess an emergency f:.'lfC surcharge to offset increased fuel costs. Applicant 
states that the prke of gasoline in Humboldt County has reached as high as $2.06 per 
gallon, which has caused his company considerable hardship. fIe furthet advises that he 
servcs a small airport and frequently transports only 1-3 passcngers per flight. 

Applicant's curtent fares range from $7.50 for one passenger traveling to or from 
McKinleyville to S25 fot 2-4 passellgers traveling to or fron) College of the Red,\'oods. 
lIe proposes to assess a surcharge of $1 on fares below $13 and $2 on fares S 13 and over. 
This would re.sult in increases ofbelwcen 8% and 15%. 
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DISCUSSION 

Th~re is no question that ()\'~r the last several months. the prke of fu\'l has increasoo 
significantly in Califomia. Some ar~as ar~ar (0 ha\'e encounteroo gr\'3ter incr\'ases than 
other ar.:as. There arc signs that prices are slowly starting to f.111. The degr~e to which 
this do\\Uward trend \\ill continue is unc.:rtain. 

RSCD r~om1l1ends that Applicant·s r.:-ques\ be granted for a ISO-day period. StaO' ofiers 
thaI \\ithin this period the trend in fud prices may 1x~ome clearer. Applicant wIll be able 
to decide whether conditions justify making a formal application for a penllanent f.'lre 
incr\'ase in accordance "ith Pub1ic Utilitic.s Code Section 454 and/or a Zone of Rate 
Fr~ooom under Section 454.2. 

The Comniisslon finds that Applicant's r.:-quest is r\'asonabJe under the circumstances. 
\Ve \\ill gr;,mt the r\'questcd increase for tSO days as r.:collmlended by StaO: \Ve \\ill also 
direct Stafrto assist Applicant in evaluating the need for a Zone QfRate Fr\'ooom under 
Section 454.2. 

To comply With Public Utilities Code Stc. 311 (g), the Rail Safety and Carriers Division 
commencoo publication of a Daily Calendar notice on May 2$, 1999 that apprised the 
public ofthc availability ot"ils draft of this resolution and solicited SUbIllission of 
comments b}' June 14, 1999. A copy W'lS mailed to Applicant On May 25, 1999. No 
COI1illlents were r~ci\"\'d. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that: 

I. Ross A. Vitalic, dba Door-to-Door AirpOrter Shuttle Sef\ice, is authorized to assess a 
surcharge of not more than $1 On currently published tariO'fares Ofle-S5 thall $13, and 
not more than $2 on currently pub) ished farc.s of $13 Or more. 

2. A tariO'surcharge supplement may be made elTt.~(ive upon one- day's notice (0 the 
Comlllission. 

3. TIle tariff fiIillg authorized by this order shall expire Decemlx'r 21, i 999, absent 
further ortkr by this Commlssion. 

4. StaO'ofthe Rail Safety and Carriers Division is dir«loo to assist Ross A. Vitalie in 
evaluating the need for a Zone of'Rate Freedom under Public Utilitie.s Code Section 
454.2. 
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Tho Exccutive Dir«tor shaH mail a copy of this r\"solution to: 

Ross A. Vitalie 
Door·to·Door Airporter Shuttle Service 
3622 Middktield 1~'Ule 
Eureka, CA 9550 I 

This re-solution is efl~~tivc today. 

I certify that the foregOing resolution was duty introoliced, pasSed, and adopted by the 
CommIssion at its regularly scheduled n1celing on June 24, 1999. The follo"ing 
Commissioners voted favorably thereon: M ~\: .~< ... ..... >- . 

~ ~
~ •.•. --""""L 

! .) 1 - • . .,< ,' . .... .... ·.l~ .... 0 ....... - If 1 - Jo •• 

WESLJiY0R;\NKLI~':::', ':," ~\(~() , 
Executive Diredor 
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